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Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com  
www.yadshalom.com 

YAD SHALOM 
WISHES YOU 
AND YOURS A 
VERY HAPPY 

AND 
HEALTHY 

5768 
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September 2007  
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1 

18th of Elul, 5767 
8:53p Havdalah  

2 

19th of Elul, 5767 

3 

20th of Elul, 5767 

4 

21st of Elul, 5767 

5 

22nd of Elul, 5767 

6 

23rd of Elul, 5767 

7 

24th of Elul, 5767 
7:14p Candle 
lighting 

8 

25th of Elul, 5767 
8:42p Havdalah  
SHALOM 
JEWISH 
CHILDREN 
PROGRAM, 
9:00 AM 
SERVICES,  
LRR #3, 
10:00 AM  

9 

26th of Elul, 5767 
SHALOM 
JEWISH 
CHILDREN, 
APPLE 
PICKING, 
2:00 PM 

10 

27th of Elul, 5767 

11 

28th of Elul, 5767 

12 

29th of Elul, 5767 
Erev Rosh 
Hashanah  
7:06p Candle 
lighting 

13 

1st of Tishrei, 
5768 
Rosh 
Hashanah 
5768 

14 

2nd of Tishrei, 
5768 
Rosh 
Hashanah II  
7:03p Candle 
lighting 

15 

3rd of Tishrei, 
5768 
Shabbat Shuva 
8:31p Havdalah  

16 

4th of Tishrei, 
5768 
Tzom Gedaliah 

17 

5th of Tishrei, 
5768 

18 

6th of Tishrei, 
5768 

19 

7th of Tishrei, 
5768 

20 

8th of Tishrei, 
5768 

21 

9th of Tishrei, 
5768 
Erev Yom 
Kippur  
6:52p Candle 
lighting 

22 

10th of Tishrei, 
5768 
Yom Kippur  
8:20p Havdalah  

23 

11th of Tishrei, 
5768 

24 

12th of Tishrei, 
5768 

25 

13th of Tishrei, 
5768 

26 

14th of Tishrei, 
5768 
Erev Sukkot  
6:44p Candle 
lighting 

27 

15th of Tishrei, 
5768 
Sukkot I  

28 

16th of Tishrei, 
5768 
Sukkot II  
6:40p Candle 
lighting 

29 

17th of Tishrei, 
5768 
Sukkot III 
(CH''M) 
8:09p Havdalah  

3018th of Tishrei, 
5768 
Sukkot IV 
(CH''M) 
SUKKOT 
PARTY – 
OPPENHEIM 
HOME, 
1:00 PM 
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Elul 5767 - 
Tishrei 5768 

September 2007 

���������	 �
  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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Please remember that it is the tradition for 
members of the congregation to bring and 
snack and/or drink to share for our Oneg 
Shabbat after services.  We thank you, as 
always, for your generosity.  
 

Yad Shalom gratefully 
acknowledges the following 
donations: 
In honor of Evelyn and Dan 
Bystran’s Anniversary: 
From: Susan and Allen Bloom 

Nancy and Jerry Gordon 

1-Laurie Braunstein 
4-David Goldenzweig 
10-Michael Sunray 
12-David Golden 
14-Elizabeth Fischer 
14-Wendy Golden 
18-Gloria Pioso 
23-Jerry Gordon 
23-Mark Braunstein 
29-Evelyn Bystran 

SEPTEMBER YAHRZEITS  
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    On the first day of Rosh Hashanah, we read about the birth of Father Isaac.  Mother   
                                                          Sarah had long despaired of ever having a child of her own and gave Father  
                                                          Abraham her consent to father a child, Ishmael, with her maid-servant, Hagar.  But  
                                                         during a previous visit by God’s messengers on their way to Sodom and 
                                                         Gomorrah, the First Couple (Abraham and Sarah) were again promised a 
                                                         child.  The Torah portion (Genesis 21:1-4) begins with lovely prose: “God took 
note of Sarah as He had promised and did for her as He had spoken; Sarah became pregnant and bore a son to Abraham 
in his old age . . . the newborn was named Isaac . . . Abraham circumcised his son at eight days old. . . Abraham was 100 
(Sarah was ten years younger)”.  Isaac’s name was derived from the Hebrew word “tz’chok” or laughter. I would 
translate it as a joke; Sarah thought God was playing with or perhaps making fun of her when blessing her with a child in 
her old age. 
 
In the Haftarah reading for the first day of Rosh Hashanah, we read from the opening chapter of  
I Samuel about the famous prophet’s birth.  His family comes from the tribe of Ephraim, one of the two dominant tribes 
among the twelve tribes of the Children of Israel; the other is Judah.  His father Elkanah has two wives, Penina and 
Hannah, and they make periodic pilgrimages to Shiloh where the tabernacle including the tablets containing the Ten 
Commandments rested. Penina has children while Hannah is childless and depressed.  Elkanah is sympathetic to Hannah 
who prays her heart out in Shiloh, upsetting the High Priest, Eli, who thinks she’s under the influence of alcohol.  She 
assures Eli that she is not being disrespectful in the holy place so he then hopes her prayer is answered.  Hannah returns 
home with Elkanah and family, and then conceives a child she names Samuel (Shmu’el) for she said: “I have asked him 
of the Lord”.   
 
So we read on Rosh Hashanah about the birth of two sons named specifically because of perceived intervention by God 
in their births.  We first read in the Torah about Isaac, whose inheritance from Abraham is physically assured when 
Sarah sends away Ishmael and Hagar from her home declaring that “this son of my slave will not inherit with my son 
Isaac” (Genesis 21:10).  The text tells us that Abraham was not pleased with Sarah’s directive to banish Hagar and her 
(and Abraham’s) son from their household, but God assures Abraham that the result of such banishment is in keeping 
with His plan that the Jewish people will derive from Isaac, not Ishmael, but that Ishmael will also be a father of a nation.  
So Ishmael and Hagar are gone, Isaac succeeds in heading the Jewish lineage, and he will run into challenges with his 
own two sons, Esau and Jacob, who will fight over the firstborn rights. 
 
We then read in the Haftarah how Hannah shows her gratitude to God for the birth of Samuel by dedicating him to 
God’s service in Shiloh.  Samuel assists Eli and eventually becomes the leader of the Children of Israel.  He is admired 
and respected by the Israelites of his day, and so later resents when they come to him seeking a king to rule over them.  
(What in the world do you need a king for when you have me? he asks them incredulously.) The people are looking 
beyond Samuel’s leadership, which is a credit to their foresight.  Samuel will eventually anoint – from which Hebrew 
word we get Mashiach or Messiah, i.e. one who is anointed with sacred oil – two individuals who will lead the Children 
of Israel in their frequent battles with neighbors like the Philistines, Midianites, Amalekites and others.  
 
Samuel’s first anointed is a modest, handsome young man from the tribe of Benjamin called Saul.  Alas, Saul turns out 
to be a poor choice as king of Israel.  He’s moody and, according to his anointer Samuel, doesn’t complete his tasks 
exactly as assigned.  He and his son, Jonathan, bravely die in battle and Samuel’s second anointed, David the son of 
Jesse from Bethlehem in Judah, turns out to be Israel’s best known king.  His son is the wise Solomon who builds the 
First Temple in Jerusalem, a mountain stronghold captured and held by David, the warrior king and empire-builder. 
 
Before closing this piece on the bible history we read at religious services every year on Rosh Hashanah, I want to 
mention something about this year in particular.  The number 5768 has special significance since we will joyfully 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of Israel Independence throughout this year in many forums.  We are fortunate indeed to 
live at a time to be witness to this historic event. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Phyllis and I wish the entire Yad Shalom family and its friends a Happy and Healthy New Year 5768. 

L’shanah Tovah Tikatayvu! 
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Shalom: 
     We are set to begin 5768 on a high note.  The summer of 5767 saw two highly successful brunches with 
great speakers.  These were well attended and we plan to continue with several more.  Our barbecue and 
Havdalah service event at the Gordon’s was very successful thanks to everyone and I mean everyone.  Our 
ice cream social allowed us to enjoy a cool treat in the park.  Now we have great things planned for the 
congregation for 5768.  Our success is your success and we need everyone to keep the momentum going.  
We have sixteen services planned for 5768 plus the host of social, religious and children programs.  So, what 
does this congregation mean to you? 
     We are a family of Jews desiring to practice our religion in the conservative vein.  This family is important 
to us and hopefully to you.  We can be related by blood but if we don’t work at maintaining our relationship it 
slowly evaporates from our memory.  We are all individuals in the family.  As individuals we have our ups and 
downs while interacting together.  Families stay together because they let each person be an individual, 
sometimes stepping on toes of the other.  Words may be said but mostly all is forgiven in the end.  We laugh 
about it at the dinner table, seder, party or even at a barbecue sometime later.  T’shuvah, forgiveness is a 
family way and an important strand in our High Holiday practice. 
Then there are the youthful additions as the congregation once again has very young children in our midst.  
As a Zadie I now realize what a wonderful thing it is to once again have young children in the fold.  Janet and I 
had been empty nesters for quite some time and were enjoying it.  Yet when the grandkids come to visit, what 
a feeling!  It may stress us out with the kid’s boundless energy, energy that we seemed not to be able to 
match.  So it is with us as a congregation.  Our congregation family has added some youthful additions and 
the children are everything children should be.  Let us welcome them into our house with the joy that only a 
Bubbie and a Zadie can bring.  Forgiving the mishaps and relishing the joy.  I remember at my former 
synagogue there was one older (older being a relative term here) gentleman that was known as the candy 
man.  He always had a joke and candy for the kids.  The kids came to synagogue to be near him, hear the 
jokes and get a piece of candy.  I asked Mayer one day why he gave out candy.  He replied simply and 
humbly that he wanted the children to want to come to synagogue, even if it was to get a piece of candy for 
then they would listen to the service and learn about Judaism.  He was a leader setting the tone by example 
and earning the respect and admiration of everyone. 
     Families help each other in time of need.  Our Jewish tradition tells us to help in every way that we can.  
Our congregation has shown that when a need arises we climb to meet the challenge.  I see so many pitch in 
without asking.  True zedukah comes from the heart and cannot be forced.  It shows when a congregant 
brings food to a shiva house or helping a new parent.  Providing a word of encouragement to others to relieve 
their stress is a form of zedukah.  Family members do this all the time.  As you see zedukah is not always 
cash, but as your President I’m not advocating against it.  The congregation always has a financial need and 
we’ll put your cash zedukah to good use in promoting programs for you and the community. 
     Every family has characters.  They are both good and not so good.  But one thing they do for the rest of us 
is to provide amusement and something to talk about.  Occasionally this chatter boils over and we may say 
something that we regret later.  Whether it is to the ’character’ or another family member it can be mean 
spirited at times.  I’ve heard of families that allow these spoken words to go on for generations.  Mostly 
because one or both parties are unable to say three simple words – I am sorry.  In so doing we miss out on 
much happiness and joy.  We now have the opportunity to turn that around and ask for forgiveness and 
restart the life we truly want to live.  The High Holidays provide the opportunity.  With true feeling, go out and 
ask for forgiveness.  Think about how you wish to be treated and put it into practice.  I think being President of 
the synagogue I have at least once upset each member of the congregation with something I did or did not 
do.  It may be that I spoke without all the facts or maligned a family member.  I am truly sorry and ask for your 
forgiveness at this time.  I will endeavor not to repeat these mistakes again. 
     Janet and I wish everyone a L’Shana Tovah for the coming year.  We look forward to seeing everyone at 
services, social events and life events. 
 

�
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                 Congregation Yad Shalom’s 

                Shalom Jewish Children 
                                 Schedule for 2007-2008 
   Theme: Na’aseh v’nilmod  -  We will DO and we will LEARN 
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Day Month Date Event/Topic Place Time 
Saturday September 8 * Rosh Hashanah LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Sunday September 9 Apple Picking Stribling Orchards 2:00 pm 
Sunday September 30 Sukkot Party House 1:00pm 

Saturday October 6 Simchat Torah LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Friday October 12 Shabbat Dinner LRR rec center #3 6:30 pm 

Saturday October 27 * Torah & Tales LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday November 17 * Shabbat & Prayers LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday December 1 * Chanukah LRR rec center #3 10:00am 
Sunday December 9 Chanukah Party House 6:00 pm 
Tuesday December 25 Chinese Dinner Hunan Chef 6:00 pm 
Friday January 11 Shabbat Dinner LRR rec center #3 6:30 pm 

Saturday January 26 * Tu B’Shevat LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday February 2 Mitzvah Project Senior Center, Ffx. 10:00am 
Saturday February 23  * Israel LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday March 15 * Purim LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday March 29 Jewish Games LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday April 12 * Passover LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Sunday April 20 Passover Seder LRR rec center #3 5:30 pm 
Friday May 2 Shabbat Dinner LRR rec center #3 6:30 pm 

Saturday May 17 * Hebrew & Shavuot LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday June 7 * Outdoor Service Park 10:00am 
Sunday June 15 Picnic Park 11:00am 

 
*   These are the days when Shalom Jewish Children will be followed by Shabbat services at 
     10:00 AM.  You are always welcome to stay for services. 

 
Please visit WWW.YADSHALOM.COM for updates, directions, details, and membership 
information.  Shalom Jewish Children is FREE for members of Congregation Yad Shalom. 
 
To receive regular e-mail updates about our events, please send your name and e-mail address to 
YADSHALOM@YADSHALOM.COM.  
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Congregation Yad Shalom Schedule of Services 2007-2008 
 

September      February 
Saturday, 8: Service    Friday, 8: Service 
Sunday, 30: Sukkot, home   Saturday, 23: Service 
October      March 
Friday, 12: Shabbat Dinner & Service  Saturday, 15: Service 
Saturday, 27: Service    Friday, 28: Service 
November      April  
Friday, 9: Service     Saturday, 12: Service 
Saturday, 17: Service    Sunday, 20: Seder 
December      May 
Saturday, 1: Service Friday, 2: Shabbat dinner & 
Sunday, 9: Chanukah Party, home Service 6:30pm 

  Saturday, 17: Service 
January      June 
Friday, 11: Shabbat Dinner & Service Saturday, 7: Outdoor Service at 
Saturday, 26: Tu B’Shevat Seder Ellanor C. Lawrence Park 
 Sunday, 15: Annual Meeting and 

Picnic 
 

PLEASE NOTE  (Unless otherwise stated) 
�� All Friday evening services are held 8:00 – 10:00pm.  
�� Shabbat dinners start at 6:30pm. 
�� All Saturday morning services are held 10:00am – noon. 
�� All services are held in Little Rocky Run, rec. center #3 

13900 Stonefield Drive, Clifton, VA 20124 
 

�� Please see separate schedules for social and educational events. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.YADSHALOM.COM  
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ROSH HASHANAH & YOM KIPPUR SERVICES  
  
Our spiritual year is set to begin again.  It provides us with a time to reflect and improve our lives.  
We do this as a community in public but with our private thoughts.  Once again Congregation Yad 
Shalom is partnering with George Mason Hillel for Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur services.  The 
services are held in Student Union II Building.  Tickets to attend are required.  This year's services 
are as follows: 
  
Erev Rosh Hashanah – Wednesday, September 12 at 7:30 PM 
1st Day Rosh Hashanah – Thursday, September 13 at 10:00 AM 
  
Kol Nidre – Friday, September 21 at 7:30 PM 
Yom Kippur – Saturday, September  22 at 10:00 AM and recommencing for afternoon 
and Ne'ilah at 5:00 PM. 
  
A minimum contribution of $18.00 is requested per person.  Parking within the student lots requires 
a parking pass, which costs $10.00.  Those desiring to park across from Student Union II in the pay 
parking garage do not need to purchase a parking pass but will be charged by the hour. 
  
Congregation Yad Shalom requires immediate action by you if you desire to attend the GMU Hillel 
services. 
  
1.  We need you to let us know that you will attend the GMU Hillel services by email. 
 
2.  Send your check for tickets and optional parking pass to Congregation Yad Shalom,  
P.O. Box 1557, Centreville VA, 20122.  Please identify on your check that it is for High Holiday 
Services and the number of parking passes being requested. 
 
Those ordering a parking pass will receive it by courier before the first night of Rosh Hashanah. 
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OUR ANNUAL SERVICE AMONG THE TREES – JUNE 2007 
 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

NAMING OF THE SHEAR TWINS – JUNE 2007 
ELLANOR LAWRENCE PARK 

MAZEL TOV TO THE WHOLE FAMILY 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

The Shear family would like to express great appreciation to 
Congregation Yad Shalom and Cantor Zucker for the baby 
naming for our new twins.  The certificates are beautiful and the 
talises will be kept neatly until they are needed by growing kids.  
We are moved by the time and energy that Congregation Yad 
Shalom put into including us in the Saturday outdoor service. 
 
Kay, Rob, Molly, Andrew and Rachel Shear 
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SUNDAY BRUNCH AND GENEALOGY DISCUSSION

ANNUAL CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 
AND PICNIC, JUNE 2007 

BULL RUN PARK  

WHO’S TRYING OUT THE NEW 
TRANSPORTATION SYSTEM? 

OUR ILLUSTRIOUS CHEFS - YUM  
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EVERYTHING WAS JUST DELICIOUS 
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CAN YOU NAME ALL THE 
HAPPY PICNICKERS? 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Jon Sunray, at 703-378-1463.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and grow 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          THANK YOU! 
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    

Board of Directors 

MEET YOUR 2007-08 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):   Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
                              Judy Lynn Green, Secretary 
        Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President 
Back row: (L-R):  Robert Lasken, Treasurer 

     Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 
       Lee Oppenheim: President  


