
                         
 

                    
       Yad Shalom Prepares 
  

       For the High Holy Days 
 

5766 
 

Erev Rosh Hashanah – October 3 
Rosh Hashanah – October 4 and 5 

Erev Yom Kippur – October 12 
Yom Kippur – October 13 

Please see inside our newsletter for further information 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O.Box 223809 
Chantilly, VA 20154 
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September 2005 
Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 

  

2 

7:22p Candle 
lighting 

3 

8:50p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 
 

4 

Rosh Chodesh 
Elul 

5 

Rosh Chodesh 
Elul 

6 

  

7 

  

8 

  

9 

7:11p Candle 
lighting 
SHABBAT 
SERVICE: 
LRR #3 

10 

8:39p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 
 

11 

  

12 

  

13 

  

14 

  

15 

  

16 

7:00p Candle 
lighting 

17 

8:28p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 
 

18 

  

19 

  

20 

  

21 

  

22 

  

23 

6:49p Candle 
lighting 

24 

8:17p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 
SHABBAT 
SERVICE: 
LRR #1 
 

25 

  

26 

  

27 

  

28 

  

29 

  

30 

6:37p Candle 
lighting 
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Upcoming Even

ts  

     www.yadshalom.com 
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“Beit Sefer” of Western Fairfax 
WILL be up and running in 

September 2005!����
 
Hebrew school will meet on Tuesdays and Thursdays at 
5:00pm at the Besalel's house.  This will provide a full 
Jewish education for children in grades kindergarten 
and up.  We have a variety of experiences planned for 
the children.  Texts have been ordered and the bar has 
been raised.  We are definitely taking the children 
beyond the four walls of the typical classroom.�
�
The response from parents with toddlers and 
preschoolers has been the best! We are adding a 
"playgroup" for this age group that will meet once per 
month usually in LRR Center #2 from 9:00 - 9:45 AM 
prior to Yad Shalom's Shabbat morning services.  All 
children must be accompanied by a parent (or 
grandparent!).  Families will then be welcome to stay 
for Shabbat services.�
�
Our first session is scheduled for September 24th.  We 
will introduce our program, sing songs, learn about 
Rosh Hashanah, hear a story, blow a shofar, decorate 
New Years cards, and dip apples in honey - all in 45 
minutes! 
 
We are just starting out and growing.  For more 
information about Hebrew school in Clifton, 
Centreville, Chantilly, or Western regions of Northern 
Virginia, please contact Gloria Pioso at  
bpioso@cox.net or 703-449-0749 or Fran Besalel at 
fbesalel@cox.net or 703-961-8668. 

�
�
�
�

Av-Elul 
5765 

September 2005 
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HIGH HOLIDAY INFORMATION FOR 5766 
  
The High Holidays will be upon us in October. Yad Shalom is pleased to offer the following 
two options:   
 
OPTION #1 
GEORGE MASON UNIVERSITY HILLEL : 
All services will be held in the Student Union II Building.   
Directions: Please see the campus map at http://coyote.gmu.edu/map/fairfax.html 
 
Erev Rosh Hashanah, Monday, October 3, 7:30 PM 
First Day Rosh Hashanah, October 4, 10:00 AM 
Second Day - no service 
Kol Nidre, Wednesday, October 12, 7:30 PM 
Yom Kippur, Thursday, October 13, 10:00 AM; afternoon service, 5:00 PM 
 
Parking passes are $10.00 each.  Hillel would be grateful for any donations.  The 
suggested donation is $36.00 per family.  
      
Please notify Evelyn Bystran via email at dbystran@comcast.net by September 7th if you 
are planning to attend services at George Mason University.   
  
OPTION #2 
FORT BELVOIR JEWISH CONGREGATION  
Fort Belvoir Main Chapel  
Directions:  Fairfax County Parkway towards Springfield. Exit Rolling Road, which continues 
as Pohick Road.  Continue Pohick until Route 1, Richmond Highway.  Left on Route 1.  
Enter Fort Belvoir at first gate on right (Tulley Gate) or second gate on right (Pence).  
Continue straight to main chapel 
        
Erev Rosh Hashanah: Monday, October 3, 7:00 PM 
First Day Rosh Hashanah: October 4, 9:30 AM and 7:00 PM 
Second Day Rosh Hashanah: October 5, 9:30 AM  
Kol Nidre: Wednesday, October 12, 6:30 PM 
Yom Kippur: October 13, 9:30 AM; afternoon service, 4:45 PM; break fast at 6:55 p.m. 
 
Parking passes and tickets are not required to attend services at Fort Belvoir. However, the 
Fort Belvoir Jewish Community would appreciate any donation. 
 
PLEASE FORWARD ALL DONATIONS AND MONEY FOR PARKING PASSES TO 
EVELYN BYSTRAN BY SEPTEMBER 7th TO:   
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HIGH HOLIDAY GREETINGS AND YIZKOR 
BOOKLETS  
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Yad Shalom Entertainment Book Fund 
Raiser: 

 
Let it be known that the Congregation Yad 
Shalom Entertainment Books have arrived.  
What a fun way to support your synagogue by 
getting reduced prices at restaurants, theaters, 
cleaners, hotels and other nice places.  The 
cost of the Northern Virginia edition is $25.00.  
You can begin using the book for savings as 
soon as you get it.  They make great gifts also.  
Please let Lee Oppenheim (703-753-0928, 
leejanoppenheim@earthlink.net) know how 
many you need.    



 6

@�������	�����������	
�����
�����"��/��"�� �@�������	�����������	
�����
�����"��/��"�� �@�������	�����������	
�����
�����"��/��"�� �@�������	�����������	
�����
�����"��/��"�� � ����
�&&*�&&*�&&*�&&*====�&&-�&&-�&&-�&&-� ���

September  
Friday, 9: Service, LLR # 3 
Saturday, 24: Service, LRR # 1** 
October  
See information about High Holy Day services elsewhere in this newsletter 
Thursday, 13: Break the Fast at the Goldenzweig home, 6:00 PM  
Sunday, 23: Sukkot Service/Party, Oppenheim home, 1:00 PM  
November  
Friday, 4: Shabbat dinner and Service: 7:00 –10:00 PM 
Saturday, 19:  Service 
December  
Saturday, 3: Family game night 
Friday, 16: Service 
Friday, 30: Chanukah party 
January  
Friday, 6: Service 
Saturday, 21: Service 
February  
Saturday, 11: Service and Tu’ B’Shvat Seder 
Friday, 24: Service 
March  
Friday, 10: Service & Purim Party  
Sunday, 19: Adult dinner night out 
April  
Saturday, 1: Service and Pesach Model Seder 
Friday, 28: Service and observation of Yom HaShoah/Yom HaZikaron & Yom HaAtzmaut 
May 
Friday, 12: Shabbat dinner and Service 7:00 – 10:00 PM 
Saturday, 20: Service 
June                  
Saturday, 3: Outdoor Service, Ellanor Lawrence Park 
Sunday, 11: Annual General Meeting and Picnic 
 
PLEASE NOTE (Unless otherwise noted)  
All Friday evening services are held 8:00 – 10:00 PM.  
All Saturday morning services are held 10:00 AM – Noon.  
 
*This Schedule is subject to change as necessary.  We will attempt to give as much notice as 
possible for any of these changes. 
 
** Directions to LRR #1: 13775 Little Rocky Run Circle 
Rt. 66 or 28 to Route 29 East towards Fairfax.  Right at Union Mill.  Right onto Old Braddock 
Road.  Left onto Little Rocky Run Circle.�
 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO ENJOYING EACH AND EVERY EVENT WI TH YOU!! 
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Jewish law mandates that every male child must be circumcised on the eighth day or a week after his birth.  
Our Torah states in Genesis 17:12, “And throughout your generations, each male among you shall be 
circumcised at the age of eight days”. This is part of the agreement made with God by Father Abraham, the 
founder of the Jewish people, about 3700 years ago.  The agreement, or covenant, made by the parties 
was that God would grow and protect Abraham’s progeny while Abraham’s descendants would declare 
loyalty to God in a circumcision ceremony.  Brit/bris is the Hebrew word for covenant and the ritual is 
named brit milah or covenant of circumcision whereat the new infant boy is given his name and officially 
inducted into the Jewish people.  Infant girls receive their names at religious services, often in a 
synagogue, and when the Torah is read, her parents are called up for an aliyah and the infant girl is named 
in front of the entire congregation and blessed. 
 
The brit milah is a happy occasion like a wedding or bar/bat mitzvah with family and friends assembling 
and partying.  By the way, Abraham circumcised himself at the age of ninety-nine (Genesis 17:24) and his 
oldest son, Ishmael was thirteen when he was circumcised at the same time (Genesis 17:25) but by the 
time Abraham and Sarah’s son Isaac was born a little while later, Abraham circumcised Isaac when the 
boy was eight days old (Genesis 21:4) in keeping with the commandment cited above in Genesis 17:12.  
By now, the keen-eyed reader has noted that it was the father who circumcised his own son.  While no 
longer the custom, ritual circumcision used to be a ‘Daddy-job’.  Thank goodness for outsourcing. 
 
While on this cutting edge subject, we learn in Genesis 34:2 that Father Jacob’s daughter, Dinah, was 
taken by force by Shechem, prince of the Hivites.  He loved the girl and then wanted to marry her.  
Shechem’s father came to Jacob to ask for Dinah’s hand.  Meanwhile, Dinah’s older brothers – Simon and 
Levi – were furious by the outrage committed by Shechem.  Shechem’s father in essence says to Jacob, 
can’t we all get along? – but Simon and Levi have a devious plan.  They tell him that they cannot allow 
intermarriage (between Shechem’s and Jacob’s families) to take place unless Shechem and all the males 
in his clan are circumcised.  Shechem agrees but three days after the communal circumcision of Shechem 
and all the men of his clan, Simon and Levi slew them all and the other sons of Jacob looted them all.  
Jacob was appalled by their actions, and then feared for the safety of his own household when others in 
Canaan learned how his sons deceived Shechem, his father and the rest of their men.  
 
Remember the song called Mr. Sandman where the singer specifies the physical characteristics she’d like 
in her dream companion? Add “ek” to Sandman and you get Mr. Sandekman or sandkek for short. At a brit 
milah, the key players are the mohel (or ritual circumciser) and the 8-day old infant boy.  To make the 
ceremony interesting, other people are honored to carry the infant, hold the infant on a pillow (like 
displaying a crown jewel), a pacifier-holder to wet the whistle of the infant (usually with drops of wine from 
the Kiddush cup) and someone to carry the just-circumcised infant to its (often nursing) mother.  The 
sandkek holds the infant in readiness for the mohel.  I have been the sandkek of my two grandsons born in 
Atlanta to my daughter, Laura, and son-in-law, Doug Konkel, over the last 20 months. 
 
With grandson No. 1, Benjamin, I handed him over to the mohel who strapped him onto a board that 
prevented any movement by the infant.  The mohel, a medical doctor, then checked his medical 
instruments, made the ritual incision and as Benjamin opened his mouth to comment, I inserted a pacifier 
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dripping with wine.  The wine seemed to sooth the infant and in short order, Benjamin recovered from the 
brief procedure. 
 
The mohel for grandson No. 2, also a medical doctor, relied on Mr. Sandekman to hold Samuel’s kicking 
legs and moving arms pinned down to his side so as not to interfere.  Since both of my hands were 
occupied, Sammy’s father plied his new son with drops of Kiddush wine during the incision time.  Sammy’s 
mother was feeding him very soon thereafter while the rest of us stuffed our faces with offerings ranging 
from Southern challah to salmon, kugel to simmering chocolate sauce on desserts.  Just before the 
incision, both grandmothers told the guests about the names that were to be conferred upon Sammy. 
 
The parents selected in Hebrew the names Shmuel Zohar.  Shmuel is Hebrew for the prophet Samuel, 
after whom two books in our 39-book bible are named.  Zohar is the name of a classic book of the Kabala 
which comments on the Torah or Five Books of Moses.  Over two millennia of study of the Torah by rabbis 
and scholars have yielded a variety of methodologies and approaches to its actual study. Some scholars 
rely on a literal translation of the original Hebrew which can sometimes make its practice awkward.  Other 
scholars rely on traditional interpretations.  About 800 years ago in Grenada, Spain, mysticism was in 
vogue by scholars of different religions.  Jewish Mystics or Cabbalists developed commentaries of which 
the best-known one today is the Zohar, a word that means brilliant or radiant or splendid. 
 
Our daughter, Laura, observed over the years how her grandmother, Celia Margolis, may she rest in 
peace, demonstrated these three characteristics and would like to see them in her new child. 
 
Phyllis and I thank Yad Shalom for all your good wishes of mazel tov as we have just doubled our 
enjoyment of grandparenthood with Sammy recently joining Benjamin in Georgia.   
 
Finally, as we near the High Holy Days, the birth, circumcision and weaning of Father Isaac is read from 
the Torah on Day 1 of Rosh Hashanah and the Haftarah for that day is about the birth of the Prophet 
Samuel.  While no mention of Samuel’s circumcision is made, both fathers (Abraham and Elkanah) are 
recorded to have made huge parties in honor of the weaning of their two sons.  Perhaps weaning parties 
had a better bottom line for the caterers in biblical times. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Phyllis and I wish the entire Yad Shalom family and its friends a L’shanah Tovah Tikateivu,  
may we all be inscribed for a good year – 5766!  
 
 
 

 
Yad Shalom sends a great big Mazel Tov to Cantor and Phyllis 
Zucker on the birth of their second grandson in twenty short months. 
His big brother, Benjamin, (and his parents) welcome young Samuel 
Joseph Konkel, who had his brit milah on Tuesday, August 9.  All, 
baby, mother, brother and dad are, thank God, doing well. 

 
Editor’s note:  
Two grandkids in such a short time – how lucky can you get! 
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Shalom to all, 
 
I welcome all of you, members and 
friends of Congregation Yad Shalom, to 
our new year 2005-2006/5765-5766!   
My fellow Board members and I have 
planned an event-filled year of spiritual, 
educational, and social events to serve 
the needs of our community.  We are so 
pleased to again have the support of 
Cantor and Phyllis Zucker.  Yad Shalom 
is indeed fortunate for their service to 
our community.   
  
Yad Shalom is an "equal opportunity" 
congregation in the sense that we all 
have an equal opportunity to enjoy 
the fruits of the congregation and to 
help nurture the seeds of our growth 
and sustainment.   Our services are 
warm and friendly and we welcome all 
participants, member or not.  Those of 
us who help plan, prepare and conduct 
our programs and other activities 
welcome suggestions, critiques, and, of 
course, direct participation.  The ideas 
and strengths of each of us are of value 
to the entire congregation.  We look 
forward to your involvement! 
  
This next year will bring us some 
exciting events beyond our diverse 
schedule of services, Shabbat dinners 
and holiday observations.  We look  
 

 
 
forward to the Bar Mitzvah celebrations 
for Joshua and Daniel Braunstein in 
March.  Yad Shalom will also support a 
new Jewish school in the Chantilly  
area, Beit Sefer, organized by Gloria 
Pioso and an associate (please see the 
notice elsewhere in this newsletter).  We 
will provide the school with a venue for 
spiritual and educational events in 
conjunction with our activities.  This is 
an important association that will further 
strengthen the Jewish community in the 
Western Fairfax County area. 
  
Our first Shabbat evening service will be 
on the 9th of September, followed by a 
Shabbat morning service on the 24th of 
September.  Please note the High 
Holiday service options listed in this 
newsletter.  The High Holidays, of 
course, also offer an 
important opportunity to pledge 
your continued commitment of financial 
and personal assistance to Yad 
Shalom.   
  
May we all have a year of health, well-
being, and peace.  I look forward to 
seeing you at our upcoming events. 
  
 Jon Sunray 
 

�
����������������� �
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             YARZHEITS         
No yarzheits in the 
month of September 

  

Because the newsletter takes a vacation in 
July and August, we did not have a chance 
to congratulate the following members on 
their birthdays and anniversaries, Let’s 
correct that situation now: 
 

  
                 
                                    July 
                       17– Carol Goldberg 

  
August 

14–Jason Goldenzweig 
19–Mike Goldenzweig 

21-Deborah Bloom 
30–Leona Bartell 

 
September 

1–Laurie Braunstein 
4–David Goldenzweig 

10-Michael Sunray 
23-Mark Braunstein 

23-Jerry Gordon 
29-Evelyn Bystran 

 
                             

 
DONATIONS 

YAD SHALOM GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE 
FOLLOWING DONATIONS: 

 
For their Yizkor , by Herbert and Vivian Presnick   
 
For the Torah Restoration Fund, In Memory of Eda Malka Zucker   
In memory of her Aunt Minnie Mardus Leader by Nancy and Jerry Gordon 
 
 

July 
9 - Nancy and Jerry Gordon 

 
September 

6 – Carol and Art Goldberg 
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and grow 

 
FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

____________________________   Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom  
     P.O. Box 223809 
     Chantilly, Virginia 20153    

THANK YOU! 
                 

DONATIONS
 

 

���������	
�		��
�����

 
We love having visitors and love talking to new members 
so please feel free to spend some time with us in our    Congregation Yad Shalom 
religious services and/or social events.  If you have any   P.O. Box 223809 
questions, please call our President, Jon Sunray, at   Chantilly, Virginia 20153 
703-378-1463.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT!  
Please fill out the following application and submit to: 

 
 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) ________________________________________________________________________

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip __________________________________

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________  Please select one of the following: 

 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 years of age) 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 years of age) 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad Shalom as well)  

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner) 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
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Were you at all of these Yad Shalom Events?  If not, you missed some great times 

and WE MISSED YOU!! 
 
       
        
 
 

 
 
                                 
 
 
 
 
 

President 
 Jon Sunray  703-378-1463 

jsunray56@aol.com 

Immediate Past President  
Mike Goldenzweig   

703 -753-3376 
mgold@sent.com 

Treasurer 
 Evelyn Bystran  703-754-0309 

dbystran@comcast.net 

Executive Vice President  
Susan Bloom  703-978-9870 

allenblm@aol.com 

Secretary 
 Susan Goldenzweig 703-753-3376 

susanlkyicom@yahoo.com 

Vice President of  
Religious Observances 

Lee Oppenheim  703-753-0928 
leejanoppenheim@earthlink.net 

Board of Directors 

 

Service in the Park, June 2005 

 

 

 

 BBQ and Havdalah 
Service, July 2005 

Baseball 
Game,  
August, 2005 


