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Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

          1 

Simchat 
Torah 
6:36p Candle 
lighting 

2 

8:04p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

3 

  

4 

  

5 

  

6 

  

7 

  

8Rosh 
Chodesh 
Cheshvan 

SHABBAT 
DINNER AND 
SERVICE, 
LRR #3,    
6:30 PM 
6:25p Candle 
lighting 

9 

Rosh 
Chodesh 
Cheshvan 
7:53p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

10 

  

11 

  

12 

  

13 

  

14 

  

15 

6:15p Candle 
lighting 

16 

7:43p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

17 

  

18 

  

19 

  

20 

  

21 

  

22 

6:05p Candle 
lighting 
 
SERVICES, 
LRR#2, 8PM 
 

23 

7:33p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

24 

  

25 

  

26 

  

27 

  

28 

  

29 

5:56p Candle 
lighting 

30 

7:25p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

31 
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Tishrei - Cheshvan 

5771 
October  2010 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS TO: 
1 – Vanessa Clayberg 
2 – Lee Oppenheim 
9 – Eddie Bystran 

13 – Inbal Braunstein 
19 – Bob Lasken 

20 – Michael Wilkinson 
29 – Veronica Stevens 

 

 

 

 

 

Please remember that it is the 
tradition for members of the 
congregation to bring and snack 
and/or drink to share for our Oneg 
Shabbat after services.  We thank 
you, as always, for your generosity. 
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In Noah’s Compass, a 2009 novel by Anne Tyler, a non-believing father asks his Christian daughter 
about the meaning of the Joseph story in Genesis. She, a mother of 5-year old Jonah, asks her father 
which Joseph story and he says: “the coat of many colors, the slavery in Egypt – what are people 
supposed to learn from it?”  She responds that they’re not supposed to learn anything. They’re all 
historical events that actually happened and are not just made up, and thus are not designed for any 
calculated purpose. “Why’d you ask?” she inquires. “Just curious”, he responds. The daughter ends 
the discussion by welcoming her father to join her family to attend their church any Sunday since 
she’d like to share her faith with him but he never takes her up on it. 
 
The curious father, a school teacher who is also familiar with the bible stories that he reads to Jonah 
when he baby-sits his grandson, thinks that bible stories are designed with a purpose and may even 
be made up, while his strongly believing daughter accepts them as true stories that are not just 
created to teach the listener a specific moral lesson. So what should we who learn and review bible 
stories throughout the Jewish year think about the meanings of the stories we hear during our Torah 
study part of the Shabbat service at Yad Shalom? 
 
The stories in Genesis that are read from the Torah on the two days of Rosh Hashanah are very 
challenging.  On the first day, we read that God remembered His promise that a very senior citizen, 
our founding mother and matriarch Sarah, will indeed give normal birth to a son. Sarah had already 
accepted her fate of childlessness and now close to age 90, gets pregnant, gives birth to a son who is 
circumcised when eight days old, weans him and still has to face challenges from Ishmael, who 
preens as the firstborn son of our founding father and patriarch, Abraham, and who would inherit his 
father’s great estate and so - what’s with all the attention to the new kid, Isaac? 
 
Sarah orders Abraham to rid her household of Ishmael and his mother, Hagar who is Sarah’s 
personal servant, declaring to Abraham that the older child will indeed not inherit with her son.  
Abraham is not pleased with Sarah’s eviction order but he is told by God to heed Sarah’s order since 
God sees Isaac as the logical successor to the founding father of the Jewish people.  Hagar and 
Ishmael are sent off, they get lost in the wilderness which could be tantamount to death, but an 
Angel of God rescues mother and child. Hagar raises Ishmael to be a person of substance, and we’ll 
see him again in the future at Abraham’s funeral as he and his half-brother Isaac bury their father. 
 
The story we read from the Torah on the second day of Rosh Hashanah is incredible.  God decides 
to test his faithful servant Abraham and orders him to offer Isaac as a sacrifice to Him.  There is 
nothing in the Torah about Father Abraham trying to talk God out of this test. This is in stark 
contrast to how earlier Abraham actually bargained with God about not destroying the sinful 
communities of Sodom and Gomorrah by questioning the justice of God’s edict that might also 
unjustly punish some righteous people together with the truly wicked as if they were collateral 
damage. Starting with requiring a minimum of fifty righteous people being found in the city, 
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Abraham bargained this number down to only ten.  Abraham’s nephew, Lot, who had accompanied 
him and Sarah on their one-way trek from Aram in Mesopotamia, was a resident of Sodom, so 
Abraham did have a specific interest in the outcome of God’s plans to destroy it.  And of course by 
the same familial reasoning in God’s newest test, Abraham certainly had a very special interest in 
Isaac. 
 
So while Abraham had earlier established himself as one willing to bargain with God for Sodom and 
his nephew Lot, how come he had no comeback when the very life of his and Sarah’s child was now 
at stake with God’s test of Abraham’s faithfulness?  Why even Isaac didn’t put up any resistance. On 
their three-day hike to Mount Moriah, where God told Abraham to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, Isaac 
asked a logical question.  “Father, I see your knife, kindling wood and fire-making material, so 
where is the sacrificial animal you plan to offer?”  Abraham responds enigmatically that God will 
provide the animal for a sacrifice when the time comes.  Isaac accepts this obtuse response from an 
otherwise very thoughtful father, and they just keep on walking inevitably to their destination.   
 
Isaac doesn’t even resist being the sacrifice as his father binds him, when it should be very obvious 
to him who the sacrifice will be.  Indeed, this biblical story is called the Binding of Isaac or Akeidat 
Yitzchak. Abraham is about 100 years older than the young Isaac and no one else is around to force 
him to be bound against his will, since Abraham told his servants to wait from him at the foot of the 
mount while he conducted his sacrificial business just with Isaac after which he promised that they 
would return to go back home to Sarah.   
 
We recall from Genesis 22:12 that a bound-up Isaac watches his father raise his hand holding the 
knife to slaughter him when a voice of God calls out his father’s name and tells him to put his hand 
down since God now realizes what a faithful servant He has in Abraham who obviously was 
committed to offering Isaac as a sacrifice as commanded.  If this bible story is just about God testing 
Abraham, then it’s safe to say that Abraham aced this test.   
 
But what can we learn from Abraham’s action?  Should all other fathers emulate Abraham’s action? 
Mother Sarah dies in the Torah portion (Genesis 23:1-2) right after the one that describes the 
Binding of Isaac.  Could Sarah have learned about Abraham’s plan to pass God’s test of faith – after 
father and son left home - and died of unnecessary grief before seeing them both return from Mount 
Moriah safely and together? 
 
What else can we learn now from these two classic biblical stories?  We’ll also be reading this 
portion from Genesis 18:1-22:24 at the Yad Shalom Shabbat morning service on October 23 and can 
discuss various explanations then, too.  By the way, our young men – Connor and Brendan – were 
called up to the Torah as b’nai mitzvah and read from this portion just last year. So not only do we 
have a chance to mull over these biblical stories during the High Holy Days but again during the fall 
when we read our Torah from the book of Genesis. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
By the time you read this, it will be after Yom Kippur and close to Hoshanah Rabbah, the last day of 
the Succot holiday.  It is customary to wish each other during this period a G’mar Chatimah Tovah 
or may our names be sealed - in the Book of Life - for a Good Year 5771! 
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When Kol Nidre Met Simchat Torah 
 
The High Holidays were such a busy time this year.  With the start of our leap year, 
Rosh Hashanah came the week of Labor Day.  The first few hectic days of school 
collided with Rosh Hashanah and continued until the weekend of Yom Kippur.  My 
students received the crash course on all the holidays (i.e.  “Remember this?”)  Now 
that the holidays and tumult are over, mar Cheshvan doesn’t seem so bitter after all. 
 
I truly enjoyed the High Holiday services at George Mason Hillel.  In exchange for the 
use of our Torah, members of Congregation Yad Shalom are warmly welcomed at 
these inspiring services.  Scott Bailey, the Director of Hillel at George Mason 
University, correctly pointed out what a unique gathering we had in the community.  
Students, parents, faculty, members of Yad Shalom, members of other congregations 
who prefer the wonderful services at Hillel, unaffiliated Jews and non-Jews in the 
community all joined together to celebrate the start of 5771, pray, and enjoy the 
presence of the group and fabulous leadership.   
 
Rabbi Michael Namath runs an excellent service.  His sermons have become 
presentations I actually look forward to.  He speaks to us as educated individuals 
uniting our past and present, infusing modern dilemmas with Jewish values.  Thank 
you, Rabbi Namath. 
 
Carol Boyd Leon is a one woman phenomenon.  As a nationally renowned musician, 
songwriter and leader in Jewish children’s music, Carol sang and guided us through 
our services in such a professional manner.  I enjoy the fact that her singing, unlike 
some chazans and choirs, invites you to sing along and not just listen to a show.  I was 
so proud of our congregants who watched Carol work diligently through her first 
Yizkor service as a new widow.  Many of us were there for her, when the tears 
flowed, with words of support and long silent hugs.  
 

�
����������������� �
Gloria Pioso 

October 2010 
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A great Yasher Koach to Stephen Gross, who chanted the entire Torah portion on 
Yom Kippur.  You seem to do this with ease, Stephen.  Everyone is duly impressed. 
 
 I truly enjoy hearing the college students give their words of wisdom.  They have a 
unique perspective that we should all heed, as if their words are an actual shofar.  
They are, after all, the future of the Jewish community.  After hearing them speak, I 
know we are in good hands.  I expressed my appreciation to the President of Hillel on 
Yom Kippur.  Rebecca’s message that we are all Jews, am echad, held a special 
meaning in that unique setting.  She spoke about the segmentation of the Jewish 
community – Orthodox, Conservative, Reform, Reconstructionist, etc.  I feel the same 
way in this community.  When I am asked what kind of congregation Yad Shalom is, I 
reply, “Jewish!”  To borrow a line from her story, I Jew; You Jew. 
 
My favorite memory of the holidays came after Kol Nidre.  This is when Kol Nidre 
met Simchat Torah.  After the service was completed, I went across the room to greet 
a new family in our congregation.  Since the two girls, Nastia and Veronica, were just 
adopted from Russia last year, this was their first Yom Kippur in our Jewish 
community.  Everything was new and exciting to them.  Their mother, with a strong 
Jewish background, let me know what their question was.  Pointing to the Torah, they 
asked, “What’s that?”  The simplicity of the question, rivaled what we hear from one 
of the sons at the Passover Seder.   
 
This simple question and teachable moment sparked the Jewish teacher in me.  My 
family did not get home until after 10:00pm.  I repeatedly assured the girls it was OK 
to come forward, touch, look, and ask.  They held the yad, defined it, and learned why 
we use it.  They felt the mantle, the rollers and the parchment.  We looked inside and 
started lessons on the Alef-Bet.  I told Veronica that I could teach her Hebrew and she 
could teach me Russian.  She was delighted at the thought.  (Rest assured, she can 
learn Hebrew much better and faster than I can learn Russian!)  I showed Nastia 
which way we read Hebrew by moving her hand clasping the yad from right to left.  
She joked about being able to write Russian backwards.  We studied the alignment of 
the words, the perfection of the columns, and the beauty of the ancient letters.  I only 
needed to point to a Hebrew letter once before they could locate that letter elsewhere 
in the Torah.  Their parents were right; they are little sponges soaking it all in.  
Together they rolled, lifted and dressed the Torah.  All of this occurred with so much 
happiness and joy.  A true Simchat Torah for all. 

 
Gloria Pioso, 
President 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS FOR SEPTEMBER 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

THE DONATED FOOD FOR HIHO AT GEORGE MASON……. 
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Your Yad Shalom Board works hard 
for your interests.  They are: 
Front row (L-R): Mike 
Goldenzweig, Executive Vice 
President, Fran Lasken, Vice 
President for Education, Gloria 
Pioso, President 
 
Back Row: Jon Sunray, Past (Past) 
President, Bob Lasken, Treasurer 
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Congregation Yad Shalom 

invites 
you and your family to a 

Shabbat Dinner 
 

Friday, October 8, 2010 
 

6:30pm 
 

Little Rocky Run Rec. Center #3 
13900 Stonefield Drive 

Clifton, VA 20124 
 

  Cost: $7.50/person or $25/family 
     Please bring a non-dairy salad,  

 side dish or dessert to share 
 

RSVP to yadshalom@yadshalom.com  
or (703) 579-6079 

by October 6, 2010 
 

www.yadshalom.com 
 

Please help us celebrate Shabbat with friends, food, prayers, songs, and the unique 
Yad Shalom warmth and spirit. 
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PHOTOGRAVURE   
PRE-ROSH HASHANAH 5771APPLE PICKING  

ED NOTE: HEY, WHERE’S MY APPLE PIE??? 
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ENJOY THESE RIDDLES ALONG WITH THE PICTURES!!! 
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ERECTING AND ENJOYING OUR SUKKAH, 5771 
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ENTERTAINMENT 2011 IS HERE! 
 

$30 PER BOOK WHEN YOU BUY FROM CONGREGATION YAD SHALOM 
 

Please Contact Bob Lasken at blasken@yahoo.com to reserve your book or ask a question 
OR 

Just mail in your order with a check to: 
Congregation Yad Shalom 

P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 

 
Thank you for your support of Congregation Yad Shalom 

 
 

ADVERTISE WITH YAD SHALOM – JUST LIKE 
JUSTIN!!! 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS – THEY SUPPORT US!�
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and help us grow 

 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          ��������	
��������	
��������	
��������	
  
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time with us 
in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our President, Lee 
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   

  P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 
 
Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ______________________ 

Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)  _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


