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October 2008  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 

      1 

Rosh 
Hashana II  
8:04p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

2 

Tzom Gedaliah 

3 

6:31p Candle 
lighting 

4 

Shabbat Shuva 
7:59p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

5 

Tashlich 
Service  

  

6 

  

7 

  

8 

Erev Yom 
Kippur  
6:23p Candle 
lighting 

9 

Yom Kippur  
7:52p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

10 

6:20p Candle 
lighting 

11 

7:49p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

12 

  

13 

Erev Sukkot  
6:16p Candle 
lighting 

14 

Sukkot I  

15 

Sukkot II  
7:43p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

16 

Sukkot III 
(CH''M) 

17 

Sukkot IV 
(CH''M)  
6:10p Candle 
lighting 

18 

Sukkot V 
(CH''M)  
7:39p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

19 

Sukkot VI 
(CH''M) 
 
SUKKOT 
PARTY, 
Time and 
Place TBA 

20 

Sukkot VII 
(Hoshana 
Raba)  
6:06p Candle 
lighting 

21 

Shmini 
Atzeret  

22 

Simchat 
Torah  
7:33p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

23 

  

24 

6:01p Candle 
lighting 

25 

7:29p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

26 

  

27 

  

28 

  

29 

Rosh Chodesh 
Cheshvan 

30 

Rosh Chodesh 
Cheshvan 

31 

5:52p Candle 
lighting 
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Tishrei - Cheshvan 
5769 

October 2008 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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Please remember that it is the tradition for 
members of the congregation to bring and 
snack and/or drink to share for our Oneg 
Shabbat after services.  We thank you, as 
always, for your generosity.  
 

 

HAPPY OCTOBER 
BIRTHDAYS TO: 

 

1 - Vanessa Clayberg 
2 - Lee Oppenheim 
9 - Eddie Bystran 
13 - Inbal Braunstein 
19 - Robert Lasken 
20 – Michael 
        Wilkinson 
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After Labor Day, we are usually close to wrapping up Deuteronomy, the fifth and final book of the 
Torah.  When the Children of Israel are just about to enter the Promised Land, Moses, our greatest 
Leader/Teacher/Rabbi, knows he will not be joining them.  He repeatedly warns the people - who are 
about to risk their lives to conquer the land promised to Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - to always 
remember that their success in this endeavor relies on remaining faithful to God, without Whom they 
would certainly fail. The irony of the situation between Moses and his people is that as a prophet 
who can foretell the future, he already knows that they will disobey God’s commandments and that 
they will be exiled from the land they are soon to enter as conquerors. 
 
The Talmud (written much later) analyzes why both holy temples were destroyed and the Jewish 
people exiled first by the Babylonians, and then driven out of the Promised Land by the Romans. 
One school of thought opines that the first exile resulted from idolatrous behavior of the Jews still 
influenced by such behavior by their neighbors, even after hundreds of years of independence and an 
active religious culture highlighted by the First Temple.  This school then opined that the second 
exile at the hands of the Romans resulted from sin-at chee-nam, or causeless hatred. The Jews living 
in Judea two thousand years ago either would not or could not act in unison against a common 
enemy, the Roman legions.  They spent more energy fighting each other, even when they had a head 
start in preparing for the inevitable battle with Rome for control of Judea in the year 70 C.E. 
 
A recent front page story in the Washington Post (“In Israel, A Clash over Who Is a Jew”, August 
30, 2008, p. A1) discusses how the secular government in Israel must battle with rabbinical courts 
that are controlled by orthodox rabbis who constantly skirmish over any issue that might define who 
is a Jew. The latest incident is about a Danish woman who settled in Israel to marry her boyfriend 
and for 15 years taught her children about Judaism.  Her husband later sought a divorce and when 
she went to get one, the rabbinical court ruled that she wasn’t even married (under Jewish law) in the 
first place and hence did not require a divorce. Upon appeal, the High Rabbinical Court in Israel 
supported the ruling (about her not being Jewish) and questioned the conversion to Judaism by 
thousands of others as part of an Israeli government effort to increase the Jewish population of 
Israel. 
 
To me, this is another case of sin-at chee-nam, or causeless hatred. A non-Jew from Europe settles in 
the Promised Land – now, the State of Israel – and studies diligently to become a Jew.  A mother, 
she raises her children as Jews.  An orthodox rabbi certifies (before her marriage) that she is Jewish 
and, hence, her children would also be Jewish. Her neighbors know that she has converted to 
Judaism.  Years later, another orthodox rabbi has occasion to review her certification and rules she is 
not Jewish.  The enemies of Israel would not hesitate to eliminate her because she is a Jew.  But a 
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group of orthodox rabbis, who now object to her conversion, say that the idea of Zionism was to 
bring Jews to the Promised Land and the moment the Israeli government brought non-Jews, they 
bankrupted the Zionist movement. 
 
I can easily imagine the Jews of Jerusalem in 66-70 C.E. expending greater efforts to protect 
themselves against each other and focusing on who would control their fellow Jews after they 
defended themselves against the Roman legions that came to destroy Judea (and the Second Temple) 
during this period.  Little did they realize that after the Romans won decisively in 70 C.E., there was 
nothing left for Jews to “control”.  A repeat of the brutal battle to-the-death took place 65 years later 
where the Judeans were led by Bar Kochba, a military man, and the famous Talmudic scholar, Rabbi 
Akiva.  The Romans again defeated the Jews in their second war against them. The Jews then 
became world wanderers for close to two millennia until Palestinian Jews forced the end of the 
British Mandate in Palestine and founded a new State of Israel, whose 60th anniversary we celebrate 
this year. 
 
On Yom Kippur, in a long sentence towards the end of each of the five Amidah services, we seek in 
our prayers the following relief:”Our Father, our King . . . bring an end to pestilence and plundering, 
fighting and famine, captivity, destruction, plague and affliction, every illness and misfortune, 
calamity and quarrel, every evil decree and causeless hatred.”  In prayer book Hebrew, this last one 
mentioned is listed as sin-at chee-nam 
 
With all the causeless hatred - specifically among Jews - in Israel and in some American Jewish 
communities today, my hope for the New Year 5769 is that some wise heads on both sides of the 
“Who is a Jew” issue get together soon to resolve it.  
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
We will open the Yad Shalom year with a Friday night Shabbat dinner and service on September 26, 
2008 which is three nights before HIHO 5769 commences on Monday evening, September 29, 2008.   
 
The two days of Rosh Hashanah are Tuesday and Wednesday, September 30 and October 1.  The 
following week will bring Kol Nidre on Wednesday evening, October 8, and Yom Kippur day on 
Thursday, October 9. 
 

A Yad Shalom Tashlich Service is planned for Sunday, October 5, 2008. 
 

May you have a good and sweet New Year 5769! 
 

L’shanah Tovah U’m’tukah!
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Shalom: 

Greetings from Jerusalem .   It is a Sunday morning as I write this from a room 
overlooking the Kotel (The Western Wall).  We have spent two Shabbats here in Jerusalem and can see 
how easy it is to observe the commandments when you set your heart to it.  There is always someone at 
the Kotel, day or night praying to Hashem.  A synagogue with twenty-four hour service, Hashem is 
listening at all times, WOW, what a concept.  Additionally there are so many synagogues that one can go 
to that are within walking distance.  It reminds me of my youth growing up in a very Jewish community.  
I’m sure many of our members can relate to this.  How easy it was to be Jewish when everyone else on 
the block participated in being a Jew. 
     The reality is we came to visit our son, daughter and two grandsons, not to be a tourist or obtain 
additional spiritual guidance.  Yet I cannot now separate the family visit from the spiritual renewal.  My 
son’s family played host to us and my daughter-in-law’s family for Shabbat.  We welcomed in the 
Sabbath with prayers and songs, what a joy to behold.  The next morning was synagogue, rest, songs, 
food, synagogue, food and more rest and continually thanking Hashem for all that He has given us.  
More importantly my grandchildren both reveled in this joy.  They took pride in helping make the 
challah and cleaning the house on Friday.  They anticipated each meal and participated in making the 
brachas at each appropriate step or bensching thanking Hashem for our food and company.  As adults 
with growing children we prayed that they would mature and become fine people and parents.  Janet and 
I can truly say that our son is a fine adult and parent and has found an equal partner in his life in our 
daughter-in-law, Miriam. 
     I went to Rav Nachman Kahane’s synagogue in the Muslim quarter on Friday nights.  What a feeling 
to be walking the main street of the souk with Muslims going to pray during Ramadan and Jews moving 
to the synagogue or Kotel for the same reason – to pray to Hashem.  On Saturday we went to the Kotel.  
How great a feeling it was to walk down at any time for services and know that we would be able to get a 
minyan.  Walk down into the plaza by the Kotel, either call out MINYAN MINCHAH or MINYAN 
MAARIV or listen for the call and know that others arriving at that time would gather around to pray 
with you.  In the second paragraph of the Shema, it commands us to ‘Love the Lord your God with all 
your heart and all your soul’.  For one service at the Kotel our leader showed me how easy it was to put 
your heart and soul into practice.  He davined emphasizing each word, almost crying as he moved 
through the service with emotions that poured through me.  I remember some one similar in my youth 
moving me that way, Reverend Odwack (may his memory be a blessing) from my synagogue in 
Baltimore County.  Talk about a joy when davining and remembering why we are here. 
     During the week we walked around the old city, taking the grand kids to pre-school, and doing a little 
shopping.  Even doing these things we continued to learn how to be a better Jew.  My daughter-in-law 
had already begun preparing for the High Holidays cooking for her guests and putting it in the freezer.  
There were classes for women and men, in Hebrew or English through out the week.  We hear the shofar 
every day sounding throughout the community calling us to anticipate the High Holidays and prepare 
ourselves for the repentance required at this time of year.  Everyone is preparing themselves body and 
soul for Rosh Hashana.  Food for the body is simple.  Food for the soul comes from prayer, repentance 
and tzedakah.  Speak to Hashem from your heart and with your soul.  Feel His presence within us and let 
us all become better through it. 
     Janet and I wish everyone a healthy, prosperous and happy New Year.  L’Shana Tova. 
Lee 
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Congregation Yad Shalom  

Schedule of Services 2008-2009 
 
        February 

    Saturday, 7: Tu B’Shevat Seder 
October        Friday, 20: Shabbat Dinner & Service 
Sunday, 5: Tashlich service     March 
Sunday, 19: Sukkot Party, home    Saturday, 7: Purim Festival & Service 
November        Friday, 20: Service 
Saturday, 1: Service      April  
Friday, 14: Service       Thursday, 9: Passover Seder 
Saturday, 29: Service      Friday, 24: Service 
December        May 
Friday, 12: Shabbat Dinner & Service    Friday, 8: Service  
Saturday, 20: Services      Saturday, 23: Service 
Sunday, 21: Chanukah Party, home       June  
January        Saturday, 6: Outdoor Service at  
Friday, 9: Service     Ellanor C. Lawrence Park 
Saturday, 24: Service      Sunday, 21: Annual Meeting & Picnic 
   
PLEASE NOTE  (Unless otherwise stated) 
1.  1.  1.  1.  All Friday evening services are held 8:00 – 10:00pm.  
      Shabbat dinners start at 6:30pm. 
2.  2.  2.  2.  All Saturday morning services are held 10:00am – noon. 
3.  3.  3.  3.  All services are held in Little Rocky Run, Rec. Center #3 

13900 Stonefield Drive, Clifton, VA 20124 
4.  Please see separate schedules for social and educational events. 
5.        FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.YADSHALOM.COM  or  
     yadshalom @yadshalom.com 
 
 

PLEASE JOIN US!! 
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SERVICES FOR THE HIGH HOLY DAYS 5769 
Congregation Yad Shalom is once again honored to participate with 
George Mason Hillel with High Holiday Services.  Congregation members 
requiring tickets must advise us in advance at yadshalom at yadshalom dot 
com.  The cost of tickets for GMU Hillel High Holiday Services for Yad 
Shalom members is a donation minimum of $18.00 per person.  Non-
members should apply for tickets at the GMU Hillel web site 
http://hillel.gmu.edu/highholidays.php  
 
This year’s services are as follows: 
 
Erev Rosh Hashanah 

Monday Sept. 29 starting at 7:30PM 
1st day Rosh Hashanah 

Tuesday Sept. 30 starting at 10:00AM 
Yom Kippur 

Kol Nidre Evening Service 
Wednesday Oct. 8 starting at 7:30PM 

Yom Kippur Morning Service 
Thursday Oct 9 starting at 10:00AM 

Yom Kippur Afternoon/Concluding Service 
Thursday Oct 9 starting at 5:00PM 

 
Services are held at Student Union Building 2 on the third floor.  There is a 
handicap drive up circle at the third floor level to discharge those not able 
to walk from the parking garage.  Remember almost all parking on GMU 
except for the pay lots are reserved for those with GMU parking stickers.  
That includes all the handicapped parking spaces except within the pay lot. 
 
Reservations are required by September 21, 2008.  L’Shana Tova 
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Congregation Yad Shalom invites you to Shalom Jewish Children’s  

High Holiday Services for Young Children 
Cost: $18/adult.  Children under 13 Free. 
Place: Little Rocky Run Rec. Center #3  
13900 Stonefield Drive, Clifton, VA 20124 

 

Lay-led, short, fun, interactive services 
For Rosh Hashanah and Yom Kippur geared to young children. 

 
Rosh Hashanah������������   
September 29, 2008   6:00pm – 7:00pm 
September 30, 2008   9:00am – 11:00am 
October 1, 2008         9:00am – 11:00am 
  

Yom Kippur   ���	�
��  
October 8, 2008   6:00pm – 7:00pm 
October 9, 2008   9:00am – 11:00am 
   

Please RSVP to:   
yadshalom@yadshalom.com 
OR 703-579-6079 
 
RSVP and payment due by September 21, 2008.    
    
Mail to: Congregation Yad Shalom, PO Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122   
 
 

EVERYONE IS WELCOME. 
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Several congregants have expressed interest in attending theater performances.  We 
can get group (and senior) discounts at Theater J.  If you are interested, please take a 
look at Theater J’s website at http://washingtondcjcc.org/center-for-arts/theater-
j/08-09-season/theater-js-2008-2009-season.html and contact us at 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com to let us know what you would like to see.  Right 
now, THEODORE BIKEL in SHOLOM ALEICHEM: LAUGHTER THROUGH 
TEARS (which is playing from December 17, 2008 – January 11, 2009) is winning.  
 
-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 
 
At our brunch this summer, many of you wanted to buy the beautiful book Jewish 
Washington: Scrapbook of an American Community from the Jewish Historical 
Society of Greater Washington, http://www.jhsgw.org/.  Unfortunately, Nathalie did 
not have enough copies with her.  However, we had a rate of $20 and can make sure 
everyone gets a copy at that rate.  Just let us know with a note to 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com.  
 
--------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------  
 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK FUNDRAISER :  Congregation Yad Shalom is in 
receipt of the 2008 - 2009 Entertainment Books.  Please support our fundraiser by 
purchasing a book or two.  The cost of each book is $25.00.  You receive two-for-one 
dining coupons, dollars off meals, reduced prices to movie theatres and more.  There 
are travel discounts and local shopping coupons.  Please call Lee Oppenheim for your 
personal Entertainment Book(s) at 703-753-0928 or email him at the congregations 
email address.  You save money and eat well and Yad Shalom earns a few dollars. 
 

-------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------------- 

 
BOOK CLUB :  Congregation Yad Shalom is organizing a book club.  Yes, we had 
one in the past.  Yes, we want to do it again.  It is educational and social.  There will 
also be nosh at the event.  The organizer will notify all congregants of the book 
selected and the date of the book club event.  All you have to do is obtain the book 
and read it.  Come to the book club to share your reading experience with the group.  
If you prefer, come and discuss your children and grandchildren. 
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and grow 

 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          THANK YOU! 
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
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MEET YOUR 2008-09 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):  Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
                             Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President 
Back row: (L-R): Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 

     Robert Lasken, Treasurer 
     Lee Oppenheim: President  

Board of Directors 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Jon Sunray, at 703-378-1463.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


