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October 2007 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

Sukkot V (CH''M) 

2 

Sukkot VI (CH''M) 
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Sukkot VII 
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Simchat Torah 
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9:00 AM 
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Tishrei-Cheshvan 
5768 

October 2007 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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Please remember that it is the tradition for 
members of the congregation to bring and 
snack and/or drink to share for our Oneg 
Shabbat after services.  We thank you, as 
always, for your generosity.  
 

Yad Shalom gratefully 
acknowledges the following 
donations: 
In memory of Buzz Pioso’s brother, 

Fred 
From: Nancy and Jerry Gordon 

 
 

 
 

HAPPY OCTOBER BIRTHDAYS 
 

8-Kay Shear 
9- Eddie Bystran 

OCTOBER YAHRZEITS  
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Twas the day after Yom Kippur and all was quiet in the house.  The services had gone very well and 
things were being put away for next year’s High Holy Days.  The shofrot were carefully stored in 
their white scarves, the machzor or special prayer book used at High Holy Day services was stored 
with the other holy books, the white canvas shoes worn only on Yom Kippur – just like the once-a-
year items garbed by the High Priest while in the Holy of Holies located in the Temple on the Day of 
Atonement – were aired out and put away; and the white cloth garment, or kittle, would have to be 
dry-cleaned for yet another wearing next New Year.   
 
While it is still quite warm in the Washington area for post-High Holy Days, Sukkot is nearly upon 
us.  This Festival of Gathering of the final harvest of the year, or Chag Ha-asif, is a fall agricultural 
holiday which implies fall weather.  It’s time to assemble or build the Sukkah (which is singular for 
the word Sukkot).  If possible, one even takes meals in the Sukkah reciting the blessings of sitting in 
it and then shaking the Lulav. When the Jewish New Year comes, say, in late September, Sukkot – 
which starts two weeks later – can be cool so stepping into the Sukkah after the evening service 
might require a sweater or even a coat.  One hopes that it’s not raining while in the Sukkah because 
eating with a spoon in one hand and holding an umbrella in the other is awkward.  Besides, in the 
rain, every course seems to look like soup. 
 
On the last day of the Sukkot holiday, Shemini Atzeret, we even have a special prayer for rain during 
the service and we hold a Yizkor or memorial service similar to the one just held on Yom Kippur.  
But the following day is a blast.  We call it Simchat Torah and we start celebrating it that very 
evening with a distribution of flags, apples and miniature Torah scrolls.  Prayers at services begin 
with festive singing as we get ready to open the Holy Ark that contains all the Torah scrolls.  The 
regular scrolls are old friends but on Simchat Torah, we find therein once-a-year scrolls that can be 
safely borne by old and young with no fear of mishap.  The seven processions, or Hakafot, around 
the synagogue may follow paths not ordinarily taken with the Torah scroll on its regular walk-
around after its removal from and just before its return to the Holy Ark. 
People who may not have spoken to each other all year at services are suddenly found walking 
around with a Torah scroll, dancing with a scroll, and actually enjoying keeping company during the 
experience. The youngsters have a ball.  Some of the older ones vie to carry a Torah scroll that they 
can handle, often in competition with senior folk who have their heart set on a smaller and easier to 
carry scroll during Hakafot.   
 
On the day of Simhat Torah, the main effort is on seeing that every single person who wants to be 
called up to the Torah for an Aliyah receives one.  Even the children are called up, usually in a 
group, and stand under a canopy of prayer shawls.  The final chapter of Deuteronomy is usually 
repeated several times just to accommodate every individual being called up and honored with an 
Aliyah.  After the honor of being called up is accomplished, many Congregations will make food 
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and drink available so that people stay throughout the morning and then remain for the completion of 
the Simchat Torah day service. 
 
Each Congregation completes the book of Deuteronomy and immediately commences with Genesis.  
After everyone has received an Aliyah, the last three people called to the Torah are a Chatan Torah, 
for whom the final verses of Deuteronomy are read and the whole Congregation stands and 
cantillates the final line about our greatest teacher and prophet, Moses. This is followed by a Torah 
reading about the sacrifice brought on Shemini Atzeret which is read for the person who will 
cantillate the Haftarah.  Then, again with great fanfare, the Chatan Bereshit is called up, for whom 
we read the story of creation in Genesis, Chapter 1. 
 
When we have concluded with Simchat Torah, we will have gone through three weeks of intensive 
prayer and introspection that commenced on the first day of the Hebrew month of Tishre with Rosh 
Hashanah and ends with the joy of dancing with the Torah and (while not reading it from cover-to-
cover) reading its two ends in a space of less than an hour.  In fact, it is best to have three Torah 
scrolls ready to read at the Simchat Torah morning service since we not only read from both ends, 
Deuteronomy and Genesis, but also from the fourth book of the Five Books of Moses, Numbers. 
 
We have to be patient since the next Jewish holiday is over two long months from now, when we 
celebrate Chanukah. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Phyllis and I wish the entire Yad Shalom family and its friends a Happy Holiday season for Sukkot 
and Simchat Torah 5768.   
 

Chag Samayach! 
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Shalom: 
         I’m writing this on September 11th and also preparing for the High Holidays.  By the time you 
read this the holidays will be over.  I hope you successfully navigated through the spiritual renewal 
and the coming year will exceed your expectations.  I talk about this in the moral realm as your 
wealth comes not from money but your integrity, your moral compass and your relationships with 
others.  As parents it is our burden and more importantly our joy to provide guidance to our children, 
whether they want it or not.  This applies to any parent no matter what the age of the child is, just ask 
my mother. 
     For at least two days in the Hebrew month of Tishrei, almost all Jews attended services.  We set a 
moral compass by example for our children.  Congregation Yad Shalom wants this to continue.  At 
our services we can honestly say that 40% of our families are represented.  For our Jewish 
community at large, being Jewish is more than attending services twice and then six or seven times a 
year attending a Jewish holiday celebration with the family.  The importance our children will place 
in the future to remain Jewish may be related to our current behavior as parents.  We believe it is 
important, say it is important but then don’t walk the talk.  We find so many other important things 
to do that we fail to distinguish ourselves as a unique religion among the religions.  They may ask 
what distinguishes me from every one else and why should I be different from my neighbors.  We 
see so many non-affiliated Jews in our community because Judaism is no longer important to them, 
or hopefully because they do not know Congregation Yad Shalom exists.  From a sustainment point 
of view our congregation requires additional families.  Sustainment in several ways.  First I 
encourage every one to attend each and every service and bring the entire family.  Show them the 
joy in attending services, having a meaningful dialogue with Hashem, listening to Cantor Zucker 
guide us through the service and explaining the parsha of the week in both past and current contexts.  
We hold an interactive service with questions free flowing to help explain our customs and practices 
as they relate to our lives.  Second we think Congregation Yad Shalom is a warm and friendly place 
for fellow Jews to enjoy.  I challenge each and every one of our congregants to introduce a Jewish 
family unaffiliated with another synagogue to come visit us and feel the joy and wonder of our 
congregation.  If the family has young children introduce them to our Shalom Jewish Children 
program.  We know once they come they will find a home with us. 
     Conversely as I write this we have been reminded again of the hate in the world through another 
Bin-Laden video.  The reaction of the Western World was subdued.  Primarily our leaders stated that 
we needed to defeat terrorism and try and live in peace.  They said fundamental religions should 
respect each other.  One thing in my mind stood out in the Bin-Laden transcript, his objective to 
convert everyone to Islam.  This is not a new idea or statement but have we become so blasé that we 
ignore it because it was said by Bin-Laden?  There was no general outcry from our leaders or the 
populace.  Yet, and most visible, was the failure to condemn this objective by the Muslim 
Leadership.  Should we infer that they tacitly agree (and therefore support) converting all people to 
Islam?    If something is said often enough as the truth without challenge does it become the truth.  
Silence is our enemy in these cases.  
     Martin Niemoller said it most eloquently “In Germany, they came first for the Communists and I 
didn’t speak up because I wasn’t a Communist;  And they came for the Trade Unionists and I didn’t 
speak up because I wasn’t a Trade Unionist;  And they came for the Jews and I didn’t speak up 
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because I wasn’t a Jew;  And then they came for me....And by that time ....there was no one left to 
speak up.” 
     I encourage each of you to write the President, your Representatives and your Senators pressing 
them to speak out on the issue of terrorism in general and Fundamental Islam’s stated objective of 
converting all of us to Islam.  Ask them to be speak loudly and frequently about our founding fathers 
values that all religions are worthy and require respect from its citizens.  The fact that in most 
speeches it is the Jews that are the targets does not negate the overarching objective that the ultimate 
target is all non-Muslims.  Remember Martin Niemoller’s admonition in the previous paragraph. 
     This will be a moral compass by example.  Not only will we with Hashem’s help thwart 
terrorism’s reach but we will achieve our most sustaining wealth, the good we instill in our children.  
I volunteered with Cub Scouts for many years and Pack 1965 gave me a great honor with a plaque 
with the simple message that I pass on to you here. 
     “One hundred years from now it will not matter what your bank account was, the sort of house 
you lived in or the kind of car you drove.  But the world may be different because you were 
important in the life of a child.” 
     It is by example that our children learn from us and we earn interest on our investment.  May 
your wealth continue to increase and you enjoy the rewards of the fruit you planted and nurtured.  
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Judy Green, Secretary of Yad Shalom Resigns.  The Board of Directors received Judy Green’s 
resignation with regret in August due to the anticipated commitment of her time to a new job.  We 
appreciate Judy’s contribution as Secretary in addition to the temporary appointment as Treasurer for 
five months last year.  Her counsel will be missed.  We wish her good luck in her new job. 
PS: If you would be interested in helping Yad Shalom by volunteering to fill the Secretary's position 
vacated by Judy, please call the yadshalom line at 703-579-6079.  Her term ends in June 2008. 
 
Entertainment Books On Sale NOW – Congregation Yad Shalom is once again selling the 2007-
2008 Entertainment Books.  Yes this is a fundraiser for us and we receive $5.00 for every book sold.  
You receive the enormous benefit of two-for-one dinners, reductions at area attractions, and cost 
savings at many service type stores.  Get a copy for you and members of your entire family.  Each 
book costs $25.00.  Your return on your investment is huge.  Just think, going out to dinner on two 
separate occasions will be greater than your original investment.  From there on the savings only 
grow.  Please order your book(s) now at yadshalom@yadshalom.com and we’ll even deliver them to 
your door. 
 
Shabbat Dinner and Service – Congregation Yad Shalom will be hosting Shabbat dinner on 
October 12.  Dinner will begin at 6:00 PM.  The cost for dinner is $7.50 per person with a maximum 
per family of $20.00.  Congregation Yad Shalom provides the entrée and congregants bring a 
vegetable, salad or dessert to share.  After dinner Services begin at 8:00 PM with Cantor Zucker 
providing wonderful melodies to go with our prayers.  Advance reservation and notice of your dish 
to share to yadshalom@yadshalom.com is appreciated. 
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Congregation Yad Shalom’s 

                Shalom Jewish Children 
                                 Schedule for 2007-2008 
   Theme: Na’aseh v’nilmod  -  We will DO and we will LEARN 
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Day Month Date Event/Topic Place Time 
Saturday October 6 Simchat Torah LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Friday October 12 Shabbat Dinner LRR rec center #3 6:30 pm 

Saturday October 27 * Torah & Tales LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday November 17 * Shabbat & Prayers LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday December 1 * Chanukah LRR rec center #3 10:00am 
Sunday December 9 Chanukah Party House 6:00 pm 
Tuesday December 25 Chinese Dinner Hunan Chef 6:00 pm 
Friday January 11 Shabbat Dinner LRR rec center #3 6:30 pm 

Saturday January 26 * Tu B’Shevat LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday February 2 Mitzvah Project Senior Center, Ffx. 10:00am 
Saturday February 23  * Israel LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday March 15 * Purim LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday March 29 Jewish Games LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday April 12 * Passover LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Sunday April 20 Passover Seder LRR rec center #3 5:30 pm 
Friday May 2 Shabbat Dinner LRR rec center #3 6:30 pm 

Saturday May 17 * Hebrew & Shavuot LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday June 7 * Outdoor Service Park 10:00am 
Sunday June 15 Picnic Park 11:00am 

 
*   These are the days when Shalom Jewish Children will be followed by Shabbat services at 
     10:00 AM.  You are always welcome to stay for services. 

 
Please visit WWW.YADSHALOM.COM for updates, directions, details, and membership 
information.  Shalom Jewish Children is FREE for members of Congregation Yad Shalom. 
 
To receive regular e-mail updates about our events, please send your name and e-mail address to 
YADSHALOM@YADSHALOM.COM.  
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Congregation Yad Shalom Schedule of Services 2007-2008 
      February 

    Friday, 8: Service 
   Saturday, 23: Service 

 
October      March 
Friday, 12: Shabbat Dinner & Service  Saturday, 15: Service 
Saturday, 27: Service    Friday, 28: Service 
November      April  
Friday, 9: Service     Saturday, 12: Service 
Saturday, 17: Service    Sunday, 20: Seder 
December      May 
Saturday, 1: Service Friday, 2: Shabbat dinner & 
Sunday, 9: Chanukah Party, home Service 6:30pm 

 Saturday, 17: Service 
January      June 
Friday, 11: Shabbat Dinner & Service Saturday, 7: Outdoor Service at 
Saturday, 26: Tu B’Shevat Seder Ellanor C. Lawrence Park 
 Sunday, 15: Annual Meeting and 

Picnic 
 

PLEASE NOTE  (Unless otherwise stated) 
�� All Friday evening services are held 8:00 – 10:00pm.  
�� Shabbat dinners start at 6:30pm. 
�� All Saturday morning services are held 10:00am – noon. 
�� All services are held in Little Rocky Run, rec. center #3 

13900 Stonefield Drive, Clifton, VA 20124 
 

�� Please see separate schedules for social and educational events. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.YADSHALOM.COM  
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SHALOM JEWISH CHILDREN GO APPLE PICKING 

 
 

   
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 

 

 

YUM – 
JUICY AND 

DELICIOUS!!!!  
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POOL, PIZZA , ICE CREAM PARTY 
 

EVERYTHING WAS JUST DELICIOUS 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and grow 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          THANK YOU! 
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    

Board of Directors 

MEET YOUR 2007-08 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):   Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
                              Judy Lynn Green, Secretary (Please see notice, page 6) 
        Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President 
Back row: (L-R):  Robert Lasken, Treasurer 

     Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 
       Lee Oppenheim: President  


