Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557

Centreville, VA 20122

(Ph) 703-579-6079
yadshalom@yadshalom.com
www.yadshalom.com




October 2006

Sunday Monday Tuesday = Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3 4 5 6 7
9th of Tishrei, |10th of 11th of 12th of Tishrei,|13th of 14th of 15th of
5767 Tishrei, 5767 |Tishrei, 5767 (5767 Tishrei, 5767 |[Tishrei, 5767 |[Tishrei, 5767
Erev Yom Yom Kippur Erev Sukkot |Sukkot |
Kippur 8:04p 6:28p Candle |7:56p
6:36p Candle |Havdalah (72 lighting Havdalah (72
lighting min) min)
816th of 9 10 11 12 13 14
Tishrei, 5767
Sukkot II 17th of 18th of 19th of Tishrei, [20th of 21st of 22nd of
7:55p Tishrei, 5767 |Tishrei, 5767 |5767 Tishrei, 5767 |Tishrei, 5767 |[Tishrei, 5767
Havdalah (72 |sukkot 11 Sukkot IV |Sukkot V Sukkot VI Sukkot VIl |Shmini
min) (CH"M) (CH"M) (CH"M) (CH"M) (Hoshana Atzeret
Sukkot — Board Raba) 7:46p
Oppenheim Meeting 6:17p Candle Havdalah (72
home, noon lighting min)
15 16 17 18 19 20 21
23rd of 24th of 25th of 26th of Tishrei,|27th of 28th of 29th of
Tishrei, 5767 |Tishrei, 5767 |Tishrei, 5767 |5767 Tishrei, 5767 |[Tishrei, 5767 |Tishrei, 5767
Simchat Torah 6:07p Candle |7:36p
7:45p lighting Havdalah (72
Havdalah (72 min)
min) Services,
10:00 AM,
LRR #3
22 23 24 25 26 27 28
30th of 1st of 2nd of 3rd of 4th of 5th of 6th of
Tishrei, 5767 |[Cheshvan, Cheshvan, Cheshvan, Cheshvan, Cheshvan, Cheshvan,
5767 5767 5767 5767 5767 5767
5:58p Candle |7:27p
lighting Havdalah (72
min)
29 30 31
7th of 8th of 9th of
Cheshvan, Cheshvan, Cheshvan,
5767 5767 5767

SHALOM JEWISH CHILDREN ‘S OCTOBER PROGRAM, MY JEWIS H HOME, WILL TAKE
PLACE ON OCTOBER 21°T, AT LITTLE ROCKY RUN #3, 9:00 AM. PLEASE STAY FO R
SERVICES WITH THE REST OF THE CONGREGATION AFTERWAR DS.




Tishrei-Cheshvan
5767
October 2006
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www.yadshalom.com

yadshalom@yadshalom.com
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Historian Neede!

Yad Shalom is looking for a volunteer to
have fun scrapbooking. Would maintain
the history and photos of the congregatiol
in a scrapbook. Let your imagination run
wild with unlimited freedom putting a
scrapbook together. This may be a great
job for one of our teens or just someon
who still likes to cut and paste If
interested, please email us at
yadshalom@yadshalom.col

Entertainment 2007 Bool

Once again, Congregation Yad Shalom ha
the delightful Entertainment Books for sale
Enjoy Two for One Dinners, Reduced Mea
Prices, Reductions at Movies, Cleaners an
many other services. The Northern Virginis
2007 Entertainment Book is here and costs
you only $25.00. Two nights out at local
restaurants can result in recovery of your
investment. As an added incentive,
remember your purchase provides a small
contribution to the congregation. Please
order your entertainment book(s) for
yourself, family and friends now. Please
emailyadshalom@yadshalom.camreceive
your book.
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In theTorah portions read at services Bosh Hashanalwe read about the birth of Abraham and Sarahis so
Isaac, (Genesigl) and about a great test God imposed on Abrdmnesi??2) that resulted in a ram being
sacrificed by Abraham in place of his son Isaamfiehich we have the custom of blowing a ram’s hmmiRosh
Hashanah

Sarah and Abraham are in retirement if not theiage, and they really don’t expect to bring fortheavborn
child. In fact, Abraham, over 13 years earlierri€&s16) did father another son — with Sarah’s priqurapal —
with Sarah’s servant, Hagar, called Ishmael. Hivgking was that this was the progeny that Abrakanld
have according to God’s earlier promise that aripeople would come directly from Abraham. But God
forecasts a son for Sarah who at first thinks itfeat joke played by God. She imagined that God making
fun of a senior lady.

Isaac is born normally, hashat milah at the age of eight days like all normal and tgaklewish boys, and the
parents have a big blast when he is weaned (Ge2E&s Now that it is clear who will be Abrahantisir,
Sarah orders her husband to dump Hagar and hel 8himael. Father Abraham is not pleased withhdot
Sarah’s attitude — after all, Ishmael is his kay £ but God tells him to listen to Sarah as Gaxtiaims that
Isaac will be Abraham’s successor. So naturalbyraham goes along with the plan. Ishmael is gatie s
mom to Egypt, her native land. Isaac is in, and nomes a major test by God.

[l read the following in Book World of The Washiogt Post August 27, 2006 by Jonathan Yardley in his review
of All Aunt Hagar’s Childrerby Edward P. Jones, a Pulitzer Prize-winning autfidones takes his book’s title
and inspiration from the Book of Genesis and theslof W.C. Handy. The story of Abraham, in Gesesi
revolves around the inability of his wife, Sarahpear children. He turns to the slave Hagar, bdmomes
pregnant and bears him a son, Ishmael. God thanitgeSarah to bear a son, Isaac, but Sarah isehgéen

she sees the boys together and demands that Abfahatout this slave woman with her son.” Thidoes,

but he is distressed, so God tells him: “As forgba of the slave woman, | will make a nation @ lalso,

because he is your offspring.” The nation thaueds many people believe, is Africa itself, henlzeks are “all
Aunt Hagar’s children.”]

Pirkei Avot the Sayings of the Fathestates that God tested Abraham with ten triatstewithstood them all,
which demonstrated Abraham'’s great love for GothbRbly the toughest test comes in Tleeah reading on the
second day oRosh HashanahGod orders Abraham to deliver Isaac as a seerih Him on a mountain several
days journey away. Abraham, who earlier indeedodisteed a reputation of actually bargaining withdGo
(Genesisl8:22-33), is unquestioning about this questiomaintler. He gets his gear ready for the sad, final
journey with Isaac. Nor does Isaac seem upsetdaySrder even after he asks pointed questions asichow
come Abraham has all the tools to conduct a saerifike firestone and wood (not to mention a Kpifeit no
sheep to sacrifice? Abraham doesn’t ignore Isa@eestions but answers enigmatically that God se# to the
sheep for the sacrifice. The text then says thhefaand son just walked on together (Gen22i8). | would
maintain that Isaac was also severely tested stithe.




After Abraham arrives three days later at the desigd place of sacrifice of Isaac, he builds aar dlays on it
the firewood brought from home, places his sondsamit and binds him — the event is officially kmoas
Akeidat Yitzchakr the Binding of Isaac. An angel of God literadtpps Abraham in mid-stroke of his
slaughterer’s knife and announces that God replyexiates the absolute loyalty just demonstraye@ildvaham.
Well, that was a close call — you might say — aoaé Abraham doesn’t have to explain to an outspakiée,

like Sarah, what that was all about.

Abraham was a very active forefather, allying wathers and literally defending mutual interestghsas

protecting his nephew Lot, who apparently fell iatbad crowd after settling in Sodom. When thegefamine,

he leaves the country for another, endures thertieizd being the spouse of a good-looking wife, smives
Sarah’s kidnapping in Egypt all on very good teforsboth of them. He won't have his heir, Isaaarm a

local girl but insists on sending his foreman/magse all the way back home to find a suitable nageipartner.

His patience and faith pay off when his messenger-shadcharreturns with Rebecca, a keeper, who Isaac soon
installs in his recently deceased mother’s tentyiegand loves. Sarah did not live to meet hegdger-in-law,
Rebecca, but they shared a lot more in commonpiteane of origin.

During the High Holy Day period, we should reflect our lives and move to improve the way we doghiso
as to upgrade ourselves spiritually. The foundéthe Jewish people, including Abraham and Sdsatac and
Rebecca, were — by and large — normal people vighn éxpectations of life. They accepted the cohoéne
God and believed that someone was watching over the very large universe. Keep in mind that e/miost
people until about a century ago did not move varyrom their place of birth over a whole lifetigdgbraham
and Sarah and Rebecca traversed huge distancesvirera they originated to a totally different pladend they
weren’t running away from tyranny but following mlea that there was One God who was promising eliple
a place in the world far away from home. Abrahaaswhus a very active person and his wife and datgh
law must have been risk-takers, too, to followigfootsteps. Their names are enshrined in thattess people
over the last 3-4 millennia that were named Rehe8aeah and Abraham, e.g. thé"Fesident of the United
States. Isaac rarely left the land of his birth, iie younger son, Jacob, becomes a world travelakjng the
long trek to Mesopotamia (to stay with Rebeccathmr, and marry his two daughters) and who thtam thes
in Egypt after being reunited with his long-loshsdoseph.

Throughout the High Holy Day liturgy, we often refe our patriarchs (Abraham, Isaac and Jacob) and
matriarchs (Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel) natibe they were perfect in all their actions, f@ytindeed
were not. We know, for example, that Sarah waseasy to work for or that Isaac and Rebecca plégaatites
as parents, and our musicals tell us in Josephhendmazing Technicolor Dreamcdabw Jacob’s special gift
to one son resulted in great enmity towards Jobgtis brothers. But our founding fathers and racgtdid
have strong character in their belief in God andked hard — in their unique ways — to transmit ttmacept that
has endured and eventually reached us. We, indttempt to transmit the concept of acting degeotbthers
so that the world we find can be improved for thad® will come after us.

Our people’s founders lived their lives for futgenerations, and we might consider following mahgheir
admirable qualities and good examples to enhancbves.

Once again, Phyllis and | wish the entire Yad Stmaflamily and friends and acquaintances a very Hamuoly
Healthy New Year 5767. Let the response to our Higly Day prayers result in renewing yet anotheruai
lease on life in this New Year, and may we contitiuenjoy each other at Yad Shalom.

L'shanah Tovah I'am Yisrael Happy New Year to the Jewish people.



Shalom:

We are off to a successful start to the New Year. Shalom Jewish Children went apple picking. Our first Shabbat
service got off to a sweet year by enjoying the pickings at the Oneg. We contemplate the miracles every day but
we see them in the little acts, those circle of life events that bring us together. Rosh Hashanah leading to Yom
Kippur for most of us is a time to reflect. Is it a spiritual reawakening to the message of Judaism? If Hashem
was taking attendance He could be made to believe that by our sheer numbers.

Rosh Hashanah exhorts us to become new and improved. Ad agencies must have learned this from Jewish
liturgy. Every year we are asked to do better, not to be perfect. Yet practice does make perfect or so they tell
me. Rosh Hashanah provides us with the opportunity to look at what we did last year. Did | follow the
commandments that we said we would follow at Mt. Sinai? How did | behave in my relations with my wife, my
children, my friends or to total strangers? Can | become closer to Hashem and his teachings? Take an honest
assessment and than say what can | do better? We reflect on all these things and conclude that we have made
mistakes. Reflection is one thing but as a child | learned that repentance was just as important to any decisions
sealed on Yom Kippur. True repentance requires each of us to ask forgiveness from the person we have
wronged. Wow, an actual face-to-face apology and request for forgiveness. (Remember | grew up before
instant messaging.) Hashem won’t accept our repentance on behalf of some one who has been wronged. Talk
about moral values and building of character, oy vey what a burden. No wonder the period between Rosh
Hashanah and Yom Kippur is called the Days of Awe, what with all that reflection and repentance going on.

By Yom Kippur | have spiritually wiped the slate clean of all those wrongs committed against some one else and
they have done the same towards me. Each of us has cleared the slight grudge, the ill will between us. What a
concept for living closely in a community and protecting it from self-destructing. If world conflict could be ended
so easily! Repentance, Prayer and Tzedakah and the foundations for being sealed in the Book of Life for good,
in health and in blessing.

If my actions have caused you angst or pain | apologize, as those were not my intent. | wish all a Shana Tovah
— A Happy, Healthy New Year.
Lee Oppenheim

The Sukkot Lulav Shake will be held at the Oppenheim's home on Sunday, October 8", beginning at noon. Sit
and brunch in the Succah. Please RSVP to yadshalom@yadshalom.com if you plan on attending.
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Happy October
Birthdays

9 — Eddie Bystran

X2 YARZHEITS

FOR
OCTOBER

1 — Shiela Sunray’s
Mother
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WHO'S WHO AT YS

THIS MONTH WE LEARN ABOUT ONE OF YOUNGER MEMBERS WH O HAS LEFT US TEMPORARILY
TO FURTHER HIS EDUCATION. WE HAVE WATCHED HIM GROW UP AND HAVE CELEBRATED MANY
HAPPY OCCASIONS WITH HIM, HIS BROTHERS AND HIS PARE NTS. BEST OF LUCK IN SCHOOL,
JASON — WE LOOK FORWARD TO SEEING YOU SOON.

< .  (>9(
Place of Birth: Fairfax, Virginia
Where | grew up and have lived: | grew up in Centreville, VA

and moved out to Haymarket, VA at the age of 14.
I currently reside in Pritchard Hall at Virginia Tech.

SONEFISy

Occupation: Student t Virginia Tech

Things | like to do for fun and enjoyment: racquetball, bowling,
watching TV and movies and hanging out with friends

Something | always dreamed of doing is: Owning my own business
One of my most memorable Jewish experiences: My Bar Mitzvah
Favorite movie and book: “The Boondock Saints” (movie) and “1984” (book)

Something about me that others may not know but | would like to share: | played soccer
for nearly ten years
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We love having visitors and love talking to new niems so please feel free to spend some time
with us in our religious services and/or socialrdse If you have any questions, please call our
President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079. Agdufwould like to join us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subto: Congregation Yad Shalom,
PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153

Adult Bireh(rab/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Birth@rab/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jewishple with children und 18 years of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Mardedish couple without children under

years of age)

Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jéwisan or woman with child(ren) under
years of age)

Associate Metership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue laut o join Yad
Shalom as well)

Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jawigan or woman or one married to -

Jewish partner)

| am interested but need more informatlease contt me.
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Board of Directors

MEET YOUR 2006-07 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
703-579-6079
Front row (L-R): Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice Psalent
Judy Lynn Green, Setary
Sheila Fruman, Treasurer
Back row: (L-R): Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President
Lee Oppenheim: President

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom THANK YOU!

P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 2012
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