
                         
 

                    
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
  Yad Shalom Wishes Everyone a Very Happy and Healthy Holiday Season 
                              And Welcomes Our Newest Members 
                                                 The Pioso Family 

Gloria, Buzz, Benjamin, Rebecca and Julia 
 

 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O.Box 223809 
Chantilly, VA 20154 
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October 2005  
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

            1 

8:06p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

2 

  

3 

Erev Rosh 
Hashana 
6:33p Candle 
lighting 

4 

Rosh Hashana 
5766 

5 

Rosh Hashana 
II  
8:00p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

6 

Tzom Gedaliah 

7 

6:26p Candle 
lighting 

8 

Shabbat Shuva 
7:55p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

9 

  

10 

  

11 

  

12 

Erev Yom 
Kippur 
6:19p Candle 
lighting 

13Yom Kippur 
7:47p 
Havdalah 
(72 min) 

“Break The 
Fast” – the 
Goldenzweig 
home 

14 

6:16p Candle 
lighting 

15 

7:45p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

16 

  

17 

Erev Sukkot 
6:12p Candle 
lighting 

18 

Sukkot I 

19 

Sukkot II 
7:39p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

20 

Sukkot III 
(CH''M) 

21 

Sukkot IV 
(CH''M) 
6:06p Candle 
lighting 

22 

Sukkot V 
(CH''M) 
7:35p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

23Sukkot VI 
(CH''M) 
Sukkot 
Celebration 
at the 
Oppenheim 
home 

24 

Sukkot VII 
(Hoshana 
Raba) 
6:02p Candle 
lighting 

25 

Shmini 
Atzeret 

26 

Simchat Torah 
7:30p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

27 

  

28 

5:57p Candle 
lighting 

29 

7:26p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

30 

 
  

31 
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  KIBBITZER 

�
Upcoming Even

ts  

     www.yadshalom.com 
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“Shalom Jewish Children” 

A monthly Shabbat morning program for 

young children with Eema or Abba 

Date   Program  

*September 24, 2005 Rosh Hashanah 
October 22, 2005 Sukkot & Simchat Torah 

(In sukkah) 
*November 19, 2005 Shabbat & Jewish symbols 
December 17, 2005 Chanukah   

*January 21, 2006 Mitzvot & Israel 

*February 11, 2006 Tu B’shevat 

March 11, 2006 Purim 

*April 1, 2006  Passover 

*May 20, 2006 Shavuot  

*June 3, 2006  Outdoor service and 

celebration 

* These are the days when Shalom Jewish 
Children will be followed by Shabbat services 
at 10:00am.  Please feel free to stay. 

* All programs will meet at 9:00 am in Rec 
Center #3 in Little Rocky Run, unless noted 
otherwise. 

* Please dress appropriately in honor of 
Shabbat.   
* Each program costs $5.  You can pay $50 for 
the year.   
   Please send a check payable to: 
   Congregation Yad Shalom and note on memo 

line:  “Shalom Jewish Children”   
    Please mail to: 
Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 223809  
Chantilly, VA 20154 

Elul-Tishrei 
5766 

October 2005 
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The Torah portion, Kee Tavo, which we will read and study on September 24, is a fascinating section of 
Deuteronomy (26:1-29:8). Keep in mind that in most of the fifth book of our bible, Moses shares the final days 
of his life with the Children of Israel whom he has now led through the wilderness from Egypt to the eastern 
border of the Promised Land for close to 40 years. 
 
In the beginning of this portion, Moses teaches the new generation, who are the children of former slaves, how 
to conduct themselves after they have settled in the land. Moses then brings up the dreaded “t” word: taxes.  Our 
portion Kee Tavo starts off with three (3) taxes.  Each is called ma-a-ser or one-tenth; Christians later called it 
tithe and giving one-tenth to the Church is tithing.  As many tax reformers in our country today would point out, 
this is a “flat tax”.  Every year, each family unit sets aside one-tenth of its income to support the Levites. 
 
Why the Levites?  The tribe of Levi (from which came Moses and his brother, Aaron, the first High Priest) did 
not receive a territorial share of the Promised Land in the new Jewish state.  Instead, they settled in designated 
cities where they were the nation’s tax-supported civil servants.  They taught the laws, ministered to the ill, and 
- after the Temple was constructed in Jerusalem by King Solomon long after Moses - the Levites served in the 
Temple, too.  In today’s parlance, I would consider Levites and their offshoots, the Priests, as “first responders”.  
Their full-time services required resources from all the benefactors and was paid in the form of an annual tax on 
all the families of the 12 tribes in the form of ma-a-ser. 
 
Yet another 10% tax, also called ma-a-ser, was dedicated to the poor.  Every three years, each family unit was 
required to give an additional 10% to the poor.  Moses repeatedly cautions the Children of Israel to mind and 
care for poor people in the land and the Torah specifies several institutional mechanisms designed so that that 
the entire Jewish nation cares for the poor in its midst.  (Thousands of years later, Victorian England was the 
first European nation to undertake social programs to aid the poor.) Since our prophets, e.g. Isaiah and Micah, 
regularly chastised the Jewish people of their day for not caring for the poor, the widow and the orphan, one can 
surmise that this particular tax called ma-a-ser a-ni (the poor tax) or triennial tenth for the poor, was in fact not 
always forthcoming. (I suppose this is why it is so difficult to become a prophet in one’s own country.  Who 
wants to be nagged constantly about paying more in taxes?) 
 
Another 10% tax was also applied every year to be spent on pilgrimages to God’s place for worship.  Three 
times a year on the religious and agricultural festivals of Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot, the Children of Israel 
are commanded to go up to pray to God and give thanks for His bounty.  After Solomon built the first Temple, 
the people would go up to Jerusalem; thus, they would budget a 10% tax to finance the cost of this 
spiritual/religious activity.   
 
Going up to Jerusalem on religious pilgrimage is called aliyah in Hebrew.  We use the same word when we are 
called up to the Torah or given the honor of an aliyah.  Before the Temple was built, the Jewish people would 
make pilgrimages to Shiloh where the second set of tablets with the Ten Commandments was stored.  You  

���������	
��������������
�
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recall that Moses smashed the first set of tablets in his fury upon seeing the Children of Israel worshipping a 
golden calf just as he returned from his 40-day sojourn on Mount Sinai to receive the Ten Commandments. 
 
Once in the land, a new generation of the Children of Israel would go on pilgrimages - funded by this additional 
annual 10% tax - to worship the spring festival of Passover, eat matzos, bitter herbs and the Paschal lamb all to 
commemorate their delivery by God from bitter slavery in Egypt. Seven weeks later, again on pilgrimage, they 
celebrated the Shavuot festival of first fruits of the earth.  In the fall of the agricultural calendar, the harvest 
festival of Sukkot was celebrated with thanksgiving blessings made to God for His bounty. 

 
Our greatest leader and teacher, Moses, in Kee Tavo and throughout the book of Deuteronomy and elsewhere in 
the Torah, constantly 
cautions the Children of Israel (whom he personally saw as perfectly capable of idol worship) that they will lose 
the land that they are about to conquer - with the help of God - if they don’t shape up through sincere devotion 
to the teachings of the Torah.   
 
Alas, the Jewish people twice lost the land (first to the Babylonians who destroyed the first Temple in 586 BCE 
and later to the Romans who destroyed the second Temple in 70 CE) for what the 
rabbis/commentators/analysts/talking heads ascribed to these reasons: (1) not following the Torah; and (2) 
practicing the idol worship of their neighbors.   
 
Finally, Kee Tavo concludes with two starkly different scenarios wherein the Jewish people are either blessed or 
cursed for their behavior.  The Torah teaches us that humans have free choice.  Choosing badly may have 
disastrous consequences.  I hope we make good choices during the coming New Year. 
                                       - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -   

Phyllis and I wish the entire Yad Shalom family and its friends a L’shanah Tovah Tikateivu. 
May we all be inscribed for a good year 5766!
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When I used to go to High Holiday services with my parents I remember 
anticipating the congregation president’s High Holiday appeal speech.   Since I 
wasn’t the one faced with the family decision of how much to contribute I was 

rather amused at the various angles taken to end at up at the same spot:  send money to Israel and 
contribute to your synagogue.  I always wondered why someone just didn’t make a 15-second speech to 
get to the point everyone already understood, and give everyone a break on a shorter service.  It just 
didn’t happen that way.  Years later I better understood that the emotions associated with contributing to 
others, coupled with the meaning of our prayers and thoughts during the High Holidays require something 
deeper than a one-line appeal.   
 
Through this forum I have encouraged active participation in Yad Shalom’s many activities.  Your 
comments, time, energy, and financial support are invaluable.  Thank G’d we have members who support 
Yad Shalom in so many ways.  And thank you for helping us make 5765  another spiritually meaningful 
and productive year for our congregation.  I know 5766 will be equally meaningful, and perhaps even 
more exciting as we expand our horizons with a new educational opportunity led by our newest member 
family, the Piosos.   
 
During the High Holidays we express t’shuva, or repentance, for sins against G’d and sins against our 
fellow human beings.  Someone once remarked to me that the purpose of t’shuva is ultimately  to redirect 
one’s life.  This makes sense since we hope to learn from our mistakes and correct our behavior so each 
year we can become better individuals.   
 
I believe one of the important ways we can help ourselves is by helping others. The disastrous  situation 
in our own gulf region remind us that others need our help.  No matter what our politics are, I think we 
can all agree that we must act against poverty and injustice, particularly in our own country.   All of you, I 
am sure, have been moved by the scenes arising from Katrina’s wake.  In the year 5766 we can commit 
ourselves further to helping others in need.  Where we know an injustice happened, we can act to point it 
out and work toward a change.  Where we see someone treated unfairly, we can get involved on the spot.  
And where we see that neglect or a careless attitude might lead to danger, we can assert ourselves to 
change the situation.  Aside from the important financial contributions we make, the contribution of our 
energy, ideas, and good example is also important.  
 
I’ll close with something we published a while back and is just as relevant now.  May you all have a 
blessed and healthy New Year and may the world move closer to the peace it deserves. 
 

Value the Present 
 
Imagine there is a bank that credits your account each morning with $86,400.  It carries over no balance 
from day to day.  Every evening deletes whatever part of the balance you failed to use during the day.  
What would you do?  Draw out every cent, of course!!!  Each of us has such a bank.  Its name is TIME. 
 
Every morning, it credits you with 86,400 seconds.  Every night it writes off, as lost, whatever of this you 
have failed to invest to good purpose.  It carries over no balance.  It allows no overdraft and no 
compounding.  Each day it opens a new account for you.  But if you fail to use the day’s deposits, the loss 
is yours. 

�
����������������� �
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There is no going back. There is no drawing against “tomorrow.”  You must live in the present on today’s 
deposits.  Invest it so as to get from it the utmost in health, happiness, and success!  The clock is running.  
Make the most of each precious moment. 
 
To realize the value of ONE YEAR, ask a student who failed a grade. 
To realize the value of ONE MONTH, ask a mother who gave birth to a premature baby. 
To realize the value of ONE WEEK, ask the editor of a weekly newspaper. 
To realize the value of ONE HOUR, ask the family waiting for a loved one to come home after a long 
absence. 
To realize the value of ONE SECOND, ask the person who just avoided an accident. 
To realize the value of ONE MILLISECOND, ask the person who won a silver medal in the Olympics. 
 
Treasure every moment that you have!  And treasure it more because you shared it with someone special, 
special enough to spend your time.  And remember that time waits for no one. 
 

 
 

       

             YARZHEITS         
9- Sheila Sunray’s 

Mother 
                                             

 

 

  
                 
                 Happy October Birthdays 

1 – Dianne Tepper 
9 – Eddie Bystran 

 

     
 
 
 
Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
    they help us serve the community and grow 

 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom  
     P.O. Box 223809 
     Chantilly, Virginia 20153    

THANK YOU! 
 

DONATIONS 
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President 
 Jon Sunray  703-378-1463 

jsunray56@aol.com 

Immediate Past President  
Mike Goldenzweig   

703 -753-3376 
mgold@sent.com 

Treasurer 
 Evelyn Bystran  703-754-0309 

dbystran@comcast.net 

Executive Vice President  
Susan Bloom  703-978-9870 

allenblm@aol.com 

Secretary 
 Susan Goldenzweig 703-753-3376 

susanlkyicom@yahoo.com 

Vice President of  
Religious Observances 

Lee Oppenheim  703-753-0928 
leejanoppenheim@earthlink.net 

Board of Directors 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time with us in our 
religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our President, Jon Sunray, at  

703-378-1463.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! Please fill out the following application and submit to:  
Congregation Yad Shalom,  PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip __________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________  Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 years of age) 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 years of age) 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad Shalom as well)  

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner) 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


