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HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
TO:
7 — Caryn Fox
15 — Stella Wiesman
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Please remember that it is
the tradition for members
of the congregation to
bring and snack and/or
drink to share for our
Oneg Shabbat after
services. We thank you,
as always, for your
generosity.




The Torah commands us to liveSukkotor booths for seven days in order that future geirens

may know that God had the Children of Israel linesimilar booths for most of the first 40 years
after they were brought out of Egypt (Levitic23:42-3). Our ancestors wandered in the desert and
wilderness for years between their miraculous @ejivwut of bondage in Egypt until they finally got
the go-signal to enter the land promised to oundling fathers by God. Howard Johnson, the
Hilton family and other mass lodging developers hatlyet come up with motels at the time of the
Exodus so they had no standing shelters in whidivéaduring this transition period, which lasted
long enough for nearly everyone who actually lefyjt to be gone by the time they built new
homes in the Promised Land. A completely new geier was to enter the Land of Israel under the
leadership of Joshua, one of only two Israelites Vet slavery in Egypt and was allowed to enter
the Promised Land. Even our greatest leader/temahbr, Moses, did not enter the Promised Land.

What else is so interesting about Swgkkotholiday? Its emphasis is on agriculture, celebgathe
harvest and relying on and appreciating natureesitnn our booths where we are vulnerable to the
elements. The roof of treukkah calleds’chach must be made from organic material like tree
branches or cornhusks. It should be thick enoagirdvide shade but also open enough to let some
sunlight in during the day and to see the starsghit. With no means of keeping out the rain,
suddenly eating soup is always a real possibilityridy a meal inside theukkah So while we are
vulnerable to elements while dwelling in thakkah we also appreciate nature as we sit there and
pray, sing, talk, eat and drink. We also enjoy fepecies of nature in holding thaav (palm

branch), thestrog (citron) and leaves from tregava (willow) andhadas(myrtle) trees during

prayer. The time spent in tekkahhelps us relive the dependency on God felt byCthiédren of
Israel during the long 40 years between actualmgdien from slavery to eventually entering the
Land of Israel.

On the eighth day ddukkot calledShmini Atzeretthere is a repeat of an additional festival day
similar to the first day oSukkot Work is not allowed and people gather togetbeafspecial
assembly. After the destruction of the Second TlenmpJerusalem by the Romans in 70 C.E., the
rabbis who really stepped up in a leadership vacuumow that Priests and Levites, who were our
original religious leaders, had their jobs liteyadbolished by destruction of the Temple and its
institutions — sought new ways to embellish theiskbwalendar so that it could be observed outside
the Jewish homeland. As a historical note, keepimd that many Jews became dispersed
throughout the Roman Empire outside their hometdntiidea after the devastating military defeats
they suffered against the Romans in the first audsd centuries in the Common Era.

So, for example, additional meaning was given leyrdbbis to the three traditional pilgrimage
festivals. The Passover Seder became a paramatwityain celebratingZ’man Cheiruteinuthe
Festival of our Freedom. (Bhavuot- the second of the pilgrimage festivals thatoiol Passover
by seven weeks — a new theme was introduced mékimdestivalZ’man Matan Torateinuthe



Festival of the giving of th&orahto the Children of Israel. Also on the eighth ddéyukkotor
Shmini Atzeretwe celebrate recycling our reading of frarah with an additional festival called
Simchat TorahZ’'man Simchateinor the season of our joy with tHerah We carry all the scrolls
lovingly in many processions, a.kkakafot around the synagogue and even dance with thein as
at a joyous wedding. In Conservative congregafithvesfestival ofSimchat Torahs celebrated as a
ninth day ofSukkot(or second day dshmini Atzeret

While these new rabbinical approaches to anciestivids proscribed by law in the five books of the
Torahgiven to us by Moses are still tied to the landisoéel’s agricultural cycles, they do not seem
to be specifically tied to agriculture. Howevérdoes make sense to renew our anioahh

readings each fall which we just did 8imchat Toralby literally concluding with the fifth book of
the Torah, Deuteronomyand immediately commencing with the first boolken@sis After the story

of creation of the world by God in six days and Histing on the seventh day, we recently read at a
Yad Shalom service about our Creator’s remorsegating man so He then inflicted a great flood
during the time of Noah in a divine plan to restaenkind with a righteous individual like Noah.

During Torah study at oiBhabbatservices, we are now going to learn about thedowunfathers of
the Jewish people — Abraham, Isaac and Jacob thaitchelpmates, the founding mothers — Sarah,
Rebecca, Leah and Rachel — and their offsprinder/Af few months of reading the twelve portions
of Genesiswe’ll learn of the next phase of our history whigas slavery in Egypt after the death of
Joseph and the birth of Moses. We will also celsbsome Jewish holidays not mentioned in the
Torah Some will be related to the agricultural cycteéhe Land of Israel, likd'u Beshvatwhere

we specifically eat fruit that the Promised Landaged for. Other new Jewish holidays will be more
historical in nature like a key victory over ang8itism in ancient Persia in the storyRafrim.

With the Rabbinical approach to Judaism (as opptsadargely temple-based religion dominated
by CohaniniPriests and Levites) it was possible and feasthtEserve Judaism outside the ancient
Land of Israel. Our Rabbinical guidance has fosteréove of learning th&€orah theTalmudand
other historic sources, and helped a landless pesydtain its culture in some very hostile
surroundings for several millennia.

Not bad for a small group known as the people efBhok.

We have a couple months before the 25tKisfevwhen we light the first candle @hanukah and
once again wish each othe€aag Samayacturing the happy 8-day festival of lights. In the
meantime, we will continue reading from Genedigut the growth of the Jewish people early on in
its existence and the unusual things that occuo@dir ancestor€hanukahlike Tu Bishvatand
Purim afterwards, is not a festival specified in T@rah but has become an important part of our
Jewish tradition under the rabbinic influence tldlbwed the destruction of the second Temple.




Hachnasat Orchim
Welcoming Guests) and Thanksgng

Hospitality is more than just a pleasant social niety. In Judaism, it is a value and
obligation derived from the Torah. Two weeks agoCantor Zucker enlightened us with his
explanations fromParshat Vayeraabout how Abraham not only welcomed three guestato
his tent, but he_hurried to tend to their needs, and, of course, told hisife to bake those cakes
for the gueststout de suite The parsha elaborates on the importance of weloong guests with
events surrounding Abraham’s nephew Lot and the jogus rewards bestowed upon Abraham
and Sarah after receiving the guests. Steven Groatso addressed this issue with insights and
anecdotes from our sages throughout times.

Welcoming others involves much more than baking caés (and | have not washed
anyone’s feet lately!) For Congregation Yad Shalogrhachnasat orchim involves so much
more. We need to do more than say, “Everyone is \eeme.” We need to make sure our
actions match our words when a new face walks thrah the doors. We need to make sure we
maintain an environment where everyone truly feelsvelcome and wanted. We literally share
our food with everyone and accept whatever is offed. We need to maintain an environment
that welcomes all, regardless of age, backgroundeligious heritage, disability, gender,
orientation, finances or family status. We all neg to be aware of how we represent
Congregation Yad Shalom andAm Yisraelwith our words and deeds as we go through our
busy lives in the wider community. Hachnasat orchimmust begin before we hear the first
“Shalom.”

Hachnasat orchimdoes not end with ongarshaor one holiday. We are supposed to
welcome guests into our sukkah during Sukkot. Onhe first two nights of Pesach, we declare
“Let all who are hungry come in and eat.” Althoughthese examples seem holiday specific,
they are meant to guide our behaviors at all times.

Hunger in our community extends beyond those needinfood. We have many in our
local community who are also hungry for companionsip so they do not feel alone and those
who are hungry for acceptance so they do not feedalated. We have those who hunger for
knowledge and those who hunger for personal and riglious growth. We must embrace them
all.

Hachnasat orchimchallenges us to welcome those beyond our innerates. Family and
close friends may frequent our homes, but how mangf us welcome true strangers into our
homes? | am not talking about endangering our pemnal safety, rather stretching us to go
beyond our daily comfort zones.

Growing up my parents taught their children hachnasat orchimby example. On most
of the major Jewish holidays, my mother made call® place local university students with host
families in the Binghamton community. Tremendous #orts were made to accommodate
kashrut needs, transportation, synagogue affiliatio, and, if needed, overnight
accommodations. The “home hospitality” grew to inalde elderly residents living alone, new
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Russian immigrants, physically and mentally handicpped individuals, and others who simply
sought out companionship. Of course, my parents wited as many individuals to our house as
we could fit around the kitchen table. Sometimedhis involved utilizing the piano bench,
folding tables and lawn chairs. Chicken breasts we cut in half, salads were re-distributed,
and portions skewed as needed. | recall one speciBeder on the first night of Pesach. The
food was cooked, the table was all set and we wgust about to sit down and start. The phone
rang right at 6:00pm and we all heard who it was.With three children frantically signaling

NO in the background, my parents graciously invitedhe two mentally challenged adults to
our seder. We were firmly instructed to make roonfor two more chairs and we did not start
until they arrived. My parents taught us the meanig of hachnasat orchim. After my father
passed away, my mother extended her hospitality byelcoming exchange students into her
home from all over the world for many years. If ske had the room, guests were welcome. | am
truly fortunate to have had the best teachers.

With Thanksgiving approaching, we have another wondrful opportunity to welcome
guests into our homes. Some of us have the opparity to serve as the gracious guests. One of
my children asked me last week who was coming ovéar Thanksgiving. | noted that she did
not ask if we were having guests, but simply pressed for nasie

| want to ensure that not a single person is alonar lonely on Thanksgiving. If you find
yourself in need or know of someone else in needepse contact me, in confidence, and | will
endeavor to make the needed arrangements.

One of the traditions in our home always was and cainues to be our expressions of
gratitude. We have so much to be thankful for. Il start to my list here, Buzz will blush. We
have everything we need and so much more. With Chakah right on the heels of
Thanksgiving, many of the children with the “gimmies” need to be reminded of all that they
already have and helped to see above and beyond théest toy they are after.

So how is Thanksgiving related to Judaism?

We are taught that when the Pilgrims came to Ameria in 1620, they felt just like the
Children of Israel after leaving Egypt. They, too,came to a new land to find religious freedom.
They suffered through tremendous hardships and, fially, were ready to express their thanks
for their survival and bountiful harvest. Being religious people, they looked in the Bible for
guidance. They modeled their harvest feast and adration after the holiday of Sukkot.

Indeed, many of the same decorations and themes peeate both holidays.

My favorite children’s book about Thanksgiving isMolly’s Pilgrim by Barbara Cohen.
This tells the story of a third grade girl who hadrecently immigrated from Russia. Her
classmates tease her, but her mother teaches thethabout what a pilgrim really is. Since so
many of our ancestor immigrated to America both toescape religious persecution and to find a
better life and religious freedom, we are also thehildren of more modern pilgrims. Enjoy
your turkey.

Happy Thanksgiving!

Gloria Pioso,
President



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS FOR NOVEMBER

Your Yad Shalom Board works harg
for your interests. They are:
Front row (L-R): Mike
Goldenzweig, Executive Vice
President, Fran Lasken, Vice
President for Education, Gloria
Pioso, President

Back Row: Jon Sunray, Past (Past
President, Bob Lasken, Treasurer
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ENTERTAINMENT 2011 IS HERE!

$30 PER BOOK WHEN YOU BUY FROM CONGREGATION YAD SH®M

Please Contact Bob Laskenbéisken@yahoo.coio reserve your book or ask a question

OR
Just mail in your order with a check to:
Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, VA 20122

Thank you for your support of Congregation Yad Shal

ADVERTISE WITH YAD SHALOM
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS — THEY SUPPORT US!
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PHOTOGRAVURE
SERVICES — OCTOBER 2010
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Jewish Humor

An American Jew was shopping on Regent Street in Inmlon. He
entered a posh gourmet food store. A salesman imaorning coat with
tie and tails approached and asked, "May | be of He to you, sir?"

"Yes," replied the customer, "I'd like a pound of lox."

"Sorry, sir," answered the cultured salesman, "Do yu mean

smoked salmon?”

"Okay, a pound of smoked salmon."

"Anything else?"

"Yes, a dozen blintzes."

"l believe you mean crepes.”

"Okay, a dozen crepes."

"Anything else?"

"Yes. A pound of chopped liver."

"You are probably referring to pate.

"Okay," said the customer, "a pound of pate, and cald you
deliver this Saturday?"

"Sorry, sir," said the salesperson, "We don't schig that chazerai
on Shabbos.”
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and help us grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom

P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 20122

13



( <<< 9,

We love having visitors and love talking to new nibems so please feel free to spend some time with u
in our religious services and/or social eventsyoli have any questions, please call our Presitlest,
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928. And if you would likgoin us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subitoi Congregation Yad Shalom,
P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Batth(mo/day/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Batth(no/day/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:
Family Membership: $700 (Married Jeweshple with children under 18 years of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Mardedish couple without children under 18 yearsgaf)a
Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jéwizan or woman with child(ren) under 18 years @&f)ag
Associate Membership: $180 (You beloraptither synagogue but want to join Yad Shalomel§ w
Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jéwigan or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner

| am interested but need more informatilease contact me.

U7
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