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Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com  
www.yadshalom.com 
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November 2007 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

        1 

  

2 

21st of 
Cheshvan, 5768  
5:51p Candle 
lighting 

3 

22nd of 
Cheshvan, 5768  
7:20p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

4 

  

5 

  

6 

  

7 

  

8 

 

  

9 Services, 
8:00 PM, 
LRR #3 

28th of 
Cheshvan, 5768  
4:44p Candle 
lighting 

10 

29th of 
Cheshvan, 5768  
6:13p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

11 

1st of Kislev, 
5768  
Rosh Chodesh 
Kislev  

 

12 

  

13 

  

14 

  

15 

 Board 
Meeting  

16 

6th of Kislev, 
5768  
4:38p Candle 
lighting 

17 SJC 
Program, 
“Shabbat 
and 
Prayers,” 
9:00 AM, 
LRR #3  

Services 
10:00 AM, 
LRR #3 

7th of Kislev, 
5768  
6:07p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

18 

  

19 

  

20 

  

21 

  

22 

Thanksgiving  

  

23 

13th of Kislev, 
5768  
4:33p Candle 
lighting 

24 

14th of Kislev, 
5768  
6:03p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

25 

  

26 

  

27 

  

28 

  

29 

  

30 

20th of Kislev, 
5768  
4:31p Candle 
lighting 
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Cheshvan-Kislev 
5768 

November 2007 

���������	 �
  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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Please remember that it is the tradition for 
members of the congregation to bring and 
snack and/or drink to share for our Oneg 
Shabbat after services.  We thank you, as 
always, for your generosity.  
 

 
 

 
 

HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
15-Stella Weisman 

 

NOVEMBER YAHRZEITS 
WE REMEMBER THEM 

 
18-Nancy Gordon’s 

Mother 
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Last night was Simchat Torah and after tutoring a few b’nai mitzvah students earlier in the 
afternoon, I remained for services for our children and their parents that started at 7 p.m.  I was 
asked to join a group of men who held up a canopy, or chupah, made of a huge prayer shawl, or 
tallit , under which stood a gentleman carrying a Torah scroll rolled to the last paragraph in 
Deuteronomy.  Next to us was a group of women with a similar chupah under which stood a lady 
carrying a second scroll rolled up to the very beginning of Genesis.  With some fanfare including 
Klezmer music, the two groups escorted the Torah scrolls, and then two recent b’nai mitzvah (a girl 
and a boy) came up and read a selection from each Torah scroll.  We then dressed the scrolls and 
together with the remaining Torah scrolls in the Holy Ark, began processions, or Hakafot, around 
the synagogue.  There were many youngsters present who joined in each Hakafah holding Simchat 
Torah flags. 
 
The first chapter of Genesis begins with the Story of Creation. We read in some detail what God did 
on each of the six days ending with the creation of man and woman late on the sixth day.  Chapter 1, 
verse 31 ends with the words, “and there was evening and there was morning, the sixth day.”  We 
use these words to precede the Kiddush that we recite on Friday night, and we then recite the 
opening four verses of Chapter 2 where God completed the heaven and earth, ceased work on the 
seventh day and then rested.  God blessed the seventh day and made it holy – the day is called 
Shabbat – because it was then that God ceased from all the work of creation. In the Ten 
Commandments, No. 4 tells us to “remember” (in Exodus 20:8) - and to “observe” (in Deuteronomy 
5:12) - this seventh day each week as a reminder that “in six days the Lord made heaven and earth 
and sea, and all that is in them, and He rested on the seventh day; therefore the Lord blessed the 
Sabbath day and made it holy.” 
 
The main idea in the opening chapters of Genesis is the concept of Shabbat.  God rested on the 
seventh day and made it holy, and today we observe Shabbat by doing things (or not doing things) 
that make this day different from – or more holy than - the other six days of the week.  One scholar 
noted that it was not so much that the Jews observed and kept the Sabbath but actually the reverse; it 
was the concept of the Sabbath that kept the Jews throughout our history. 
 
Simchat Torah is the culmination of over three weeks of intense religious activities right at the start 
of the Jewish New Year.  We started on Rosh Hashanah by declaring God as King of the world, and 
by noting that there is room for improvement not only in our relationship to God, the King, but with 
fellow human beings as well.  We stayed on this theme for nine days and on the tenth (of the Jewish 
month of Tishri), Yom Kippur, when the deadline for being “written for a Good Year” loomed, we 
got even more serious.  All day on Yom Kippur, we asked God to (1) forgive us, (2) pardon us, and 
(3) grant us atonement for our transgressions.  We even sounded the shofar one last time as the 
“gates for the decision” on our lives in the New Year were about to shut. 
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Then only a few days later, on the 15th of Tishri, inside our newly assembled huts/sukkot, we blessed 
the palm branch/lulav and inhaled the wonderful aroma of the citron/etrog as we enjoyed talking, 
eating and drinking in the sukkah. Eight days later brought a solemn assembly called Shmini Atzeret 
followed immediately by a fun day called Simchat Torah.  I find this day as much fun as Purim even 
though the theme is very different.   
 
Simchat Torah, while not mentioned specifically in the Torah, is an adjunct to the day after the 7-
day Sukkot holiday, and is beloved because we literally turn a new leaf by going immediately from 
the last verses of the Torah in Deuteronomy to the opening verses in Genesis.  It is like starting all 
over in our Torah education just as Yom Kippur gives us a chance to start all over in our every day 
behavior. 
 
At Yad Shalom, we will soon be reading in our Torah about the start of the Jewish people with our 
“First Couple,”Abraham and Sarah.  They will undergo many trials and tribulations. They will 
persevere and endure. Their very names endure to this day, nearly four millennia after their trek to 
the Promised Land, as so many of our children are given the Hebrew names of Abraham and Sarah.  
 
I hope to see you at services as we start studying the Torah again from Genesis. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Phyllis and I had a wonderful time at Janet and Lee Oppenheim’s home to celebrate the Lulav Shake 
with them and with so many of our congregants.  We look forward to celebrating other fun 
occasions/simchot and to starting our post-Tishri holidays with a Shabbat dinner and Friday night 
service on October 12. 
 
  

YAD SHALOM GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE 
FOLLOWING DONATIONS: 

 
FROM JANET AND LEE OPPENHEIM:  
 IN MEMORY OF FRED PIOSO 
 IN MEMORY OF LEWIS FIELDS 
 
FROM LEONA BARTELL: 
 TO THANK YAD SHALOM FOR THE YARZHEIT 
 BOOKLET 
 
YAD SHALOM IS MOST GRATEFUL FOR ALL PLEDGES ABOVE AND 
BEYOND DUES THAT ARE MADE BY OUR MEMBERS.  WE DO NOT, 
HOWEVER, PUBLISH THESE PLEDGES, AS THEY ARE CONSIDERED 
PRIVATE BETWEEN THE MEMBER AND THE CONGREGATION.  
EVERYONE GIVES ACCORDING TO HIS/HER/THEIR ABILITY AND 
DESIRE AND YAD SHALOM APPRECIATES EVERYTHING THAT IS 
PLEDGED. 



 6 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Shalom: 
   
   We have successfully navigated the High Holidays and Succot.   We are coming off a Shabbat 
Dinner and Services that brought several new faces to sit with many of our congregation.  We have 
much to be thankful for.  As a community we live relatively free of the fear many have to practice 
their religious beliefs in peace.  We speak freely and sometimes the politicians will actually listen to 
us.  Food is not an issue for many of us in the community.  FDRs four freedoms live.  Yet there is 
still much to be done. 
 
     There are still sad stories about children dying for lack of medical or dental care.  The Food 
Banks constantly plead with us to help because more and more people are requesting aid.  The 
‘working poor’ continue to clamor for affordable housing.  How do we reconcile this dichotomy?  
As Jews social justice is as much a part of our beliefs as our belief in One God. Rabbi Akiva stated 
as the greatest principle in Judaism that “Thy shall love thy neighbor as thyself.”  
 
     How can we cure the ills of the world while being Thankful.  Volunteer to help those less 
fortunate.  Take your children with you and show them the joy of helping others.  Many schools 
require service hours and this would be a way of being with your kids while being that shinning 
example.  Tzedukah from the heart, given with joy to noble causes works.  There are two big charity 
collections ongoing at this time of the year.  The Combined Federal Campaign if you work for Uncle 
Sam and the United Way drives around the region.  A painless way to give to the charities of your 
choice!  While it may be legal to give to the local youth soccer club, I encourage you to give more to 
the organizations that help ease the burden of those less fortunate than ourselves. 
 
     As Jews we also can help by being there for others.  Since my last newsletter message the 
congregation supported a family in the community.  I want to thank all those who answered the call 
and came to be part of a minyan at a shiva house on extremely short notice.  Rabbi Akiva would 
have been proud of all of you. 
 
     Please remember what we are thankful for this month in particular.  We’ll sit down to a big 
Thanksgiving dinner with family and friends.  Instead of asking each participant what they are 
thankful for, ask them what they have done recently to alleviate the plight of those who are in fear, 
of those hungry, of those who can’t speak or those who can’t practice their religion.  Thank Hashem 
for our blessings but remember Rabbi Akiva’s statement.  “The world is governed by mercy…but 
the devine decision is made by the preponderance of the good or bad in one’s action. 
 
     Please have a joyous Thanksgiving and make it wonderful for someone else. 
 
Lee

�
����������������� �
Lee Oppenheim 
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ISRAEL at 60 CAPSTONE EVENT 

On the National Mall. 
          Reserve June 1, 2008 for this celebratory event.  The Jewish 
          Federation of Greater Washington has begun the planning  
          now.  We can be assured that Congregation Yad Shalom will 
          be asked to participate.  While we do not know the WHAT we 
          know the WHO and that’s all of us.  Be ready to answer the 
          call when we come to you. 
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                Shalom Jewish Children 
                                 Schedule for 2007-2008 
   Theme: Na’aseh v’nilmod  -  We will DO and we will LEARN 
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Day Month Date Event/Topic Place Time 
Saturday November 17 * Shabbat & Prayers LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday December 1 * Chanukah LRR rec center #3 10:00am 
Sunday December 9 Chanukah Party House 6:00 pm 
Tuesday December 25 Chinese Dinner Hunan Chef 6:00 pm 
Friday January 11 Shabbat Dinner LRR rec center #3 6:30 pm 

Saturday January 26 * Tu B’Shevat LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday February 2 Mitzvah Project Senior Center, Ffx. 10:00am 
Saturday February 23  * Israel LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday March 15 * Purim LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday March 29 Jewish Games LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday April 12 * Passover LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Sunday April 20 Passover Seder LRR rec center #3 5:30 pm 
Friday May 2 Shabbat Dinner LRR rec center #3 6:30 pm 

Saturday May 17 * Hebrew & Shavuot LRR rec center #3 9:00 am 
Saturday June 7 * Outdoor Service Park 10:00am 
Sunday June 15 Picnic Park 11:00am 

 
*   These are the days when Shalom Jewish Children will be followed by Shabbat services at 
     10:00 AM.  You are always welcome to stay for services. 

 
Please visit WWW.YADSHALOM.COM for updates, directions, details, and membership 
information.  Shalom Jewish Children is FREE for members of Congregation Yad Shalom. 
 
To receive regular e-mail updates about our events, please send your name and e-mail address to 
YADSHALOM[at]YADSHALOM.COM.  
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Congregation Yad Shalom Schedule of Services 2007-2008 
 

      February 
    Friday, 8: Service 

   Saturday, 23: Service 
 

      March 
Saturday, 15: Service 

    Friday, 28: Service 
November      April  
Friday, 9: Service     Saturday, 12: Service 
Saturday, 17: Service    Sunday, 20: Seder 
December      May 
Saturday, 1: Service Friday, 2: Shabbat dinner & 
Sunday, 9: Chanukah Party, home Service 6:30pm 
January       Saturday, 17: Service 
Friday, 11: Shabbat Dinner & Service  June 
Saturday, 26: Tu B’Shevat Seder Saturday, 7: Outdoor Service at 
 Ellanor C. Lawrence Park 
 Sunday, 15: Annual Meeting and 

Picnic 
 

PLEASE NOTE  (Unless otherwise stated) 
�  All Friday evening services are held 8:00 – 10:00pm.  
�  Shabbat dinners start at 6:30pm. 
�  All Saturday morning services are held 10:00am – noon. 
�  All services are held in Little Rocky Run, rec. center #3 

13900 Stonefield Drive, Clifton, VA 20124 
 

�  Please see separate schedules for social and educational events. 
FOR MORE INFORMATION: WWW.YADSHALOM.COM  

  

���
����������
���������������	����
��������������� ��������

Come join us and 
enjoy!!! 
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SUKKOT AT THE OPPENHEIMS 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and grow 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          ��������	
  
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
����������������������������� 

Board of Directors 

MEET YOUR 2007-08 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):   Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
                              Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President 
Back row: (L-R):  Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 
        Robert Lasken, Treasurer  

      Lee Oppenheim: President  


