
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com  
www.yadshalom.com 

Yad Shalom members and friends will 
enjoy Shabbat Family Dinner together on 
Friday, November 3rd at LRR #3, at 6:30 
PM.  Cost is $5 per individual and $10 
per family and everyone is asked to bring 
something to share.  Please call the 
Gordons at 703-631-0232 to let them 
know how many of you are coming and 
you will be notified as to what you 
should bring. 

WE LOOK FORWARD TO SHARING 
SHABBAT WITH YOU –  THE MORE 

THE MERRIER!! 
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November 2006 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

      1 

10th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

2 

11th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

3 

12th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 
4:50p Candle 
lighting 
Shabbat 
Dinner and 
Service, 
6:30 PM 

4 

13th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 
6:19p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

5 

14th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

6 

15th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

7 

16th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

8 

17th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

9 

18th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

10 

19th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 
4:43p Candle 
lighting 

11 

20th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 
6:12p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

12 

21st of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

13 

22nd of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

14 

23rd of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

15 

24th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

16 

25th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

17 

26th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 
4:37p Candle 
lighting 

18 

27th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 
6:07p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 
Shabbat 
Service, 
10:00 AM 

19 

28th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

20 

29th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

21 

30th of 
Cheshvan, 
5767 

22 

1st of Kislev, 
5767 

23 

2nd of Kislev, 
5767 

24 

3rd of Kislev, 
5767 
4:33p Candle 
lighting 

25 

4th of Kislev, 
5767 
6:03p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

26 

5th of Kislev, 
5767 

27 

6th of Kislev, 
5767 

28 

7th of Kislev, 
5767 

29 

8th of Kislev, 
5767 

30 

9th of Kislev, 
5767 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com 

Cheshvan-Kislev 
5767 

November 2006 
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Please remember that it is the tradition for member s of the 
congregation to bring and snack and/or drink to sha re for 
our Oneg Shabbat after services.  We thank you, as  
always, for your generosity. 
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AMY, MICHAEL AND EMILY GOLD  
 
KAY, ROB AND MOLLY SHEAR 
 
ELIZABETH, TED AND ELIJAH 
FISCHER����
����
Entertainment 2007 Book 
Don’t forget to order your book 
from YS…call 703-579-6079 
and someone will get right back to 
you! 
����
YS Chanukah Party 
Yad Shalom's Annual Chanukah 
party will be held this year at the 
Goldenzweigs on Sunday evening, 
December 17.  Please watch the 
newsletter and your e-mail for 
further details. 
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My childhood memories of the fall time of the year naturally include the holidays of Sukkot and Simchat Torah.  The three 
pilgrimage festivals of Passover, Shavuot and Sukkot that are specified in the Torah are all linked to the agricultural calendar, 
with Sukkot also known as the Festival of Gathering of the year’s final crop. The brief but exciting holiday of Simchat Torah 
always comes immediately after Sukkot. 
 
I especially recall Simchat Torah because it was celebrated totally indoors and because I could wander around the synagogue 
during the service.  The evening service began to climax with the opening of the Holy Ark housing the Torah scrolls, and various 
congregants singing liturgical passages with gusto.  Then people started milling about close to the Ark as the first of seven 
processions (called Hakafot) with all the Torah scrolls was organized.  The first one took the longest time as every Torah scroll in 
our congregation’s two-tiered Ark was put into play.  Why even the small scroll that I first read from during Junior Congregation 
services on Shabbat mornings was carried around on Simchat Torah during the Hakafot.  Some congregants had favorite 
procession numbers; my father, z”l, preferred No. 6 which he would energetically lead in song.  Children followed the Torah-
scroll bearers with paper flags with Simchat Torah messages, and some had apples (a fall fruit) speared on top of their flags. 
 
During the Simchat Torah morning services the very next day, the Hakafot went much more smoothly after which the Torah was 
read.  From the first scroll we read the last two chapters of Deuteronomy where Moses blessed the Children of Israel tribe-by-
tribe, and then took his leave as he went up Mount Nebo opposite Jericho to die.  At Shaare Zedek, a huge conservative 
synagogue on the West Side of Manhattan, so many men (women were not called to the Torah in my youth) were at services that 
groups of them were called to the Torah en masse for an aliyah, after which they could descend to the Social Hall for a little 
snack (usually some cake, cookies or pastry) and “bronfen” (a shot of hooch - or a soft drink for those who didn’t imbibe).  
 
After every person who wanted an aliyah had come up to the Torah, a predesignated individual to be honored was called up as 
Chatan Torah.  Afterwards, we lifted and rolled up Torah scroll No. 1 and with great fanfare called up Chatan Maftir to the 
second Torah scroll.  After that, we called up – again with great fanfare - the Chatan Bereshit, and renewed the annual cycle of 
Torah reading from yet a third Torah scroll starting with Bereshit which means: in the beginning.  So after the hoi polloi had their 
group-style aliyot, three “machers” (active members) in the congregation were honored with (so-called) “bridegroom” aliyot to 
(1) conclude the Five Books of Moses, (2) read the Maftir for Simchat Torah, and (3) re-commence the annual reading of all Five 
Books of Moses. By the time the last three Torah scrolls were put back into the Holy Ark, many people were ready to go home 
for a nap.  Simchat Torah was the last day of Yom Tov, and the holiday would soon be over. 
 
So while Sukkot gave me a chance to slowly wend my way down to the congregational sukkah and perhaps chit-chat with people 
who sat elsewhere during services, Simchat Torah gave me a chance to actually roam around the synagogue without being limited 
to our usual location.  It gave me a new perspective, even though we always eventually returned to sit in our usual section and 
row. 
 
Once I became a regular Torah reader, I really enjoyed Simchat Torah because of the variety of Torah readings that morning 
which range from the poetry of Moses’ final blessing (Deuteronomy 33) to the farewell to his people (Deuteronomy 34) and then 
the awesome beginning of the Torah with the story of Creation in six days (Genesis 1).  Of course, the lesson of Creation is not 
who/what came first, grass or grasshoppers, or how big was the bang that came with it, but that God rested on the seventh day 
after creating our world, which is why the Sabbath is key to Judaism. 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
Phyllis and I wish the entire Yad Shalom family and its friends a G’mar Chatimah Tovah which means that now that the Ten 
Days of Awe from Rosh Hashanah to Yom Kippur have passed, we hope that the bottom line of all our repentance and plans to 
improve ourselves will result in a “sealed good” year.  We also wish you a Chag Samayach and Gut Yom Tov. 
 
And finally, may we all enjoy a happy and healthy 5767. 
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Shalom: 
 
The Jewish holidays in Tishrei have come to an end and we begin the Torah cycle again.  An 
interesting renewal for us all, a new beginning so to speak.  Yet year after year we the congregation 
perform great acts together.  Listening to the newscast or reading the papers we would never know 
that those around us perform mitzvahs every day that enrich our lives.  Yet all around us our 
congregants perform feats that appear to go unnoticed. 
 
Kayla Sunray collected phone cards as part of her Bat Mitzvah project.  The phone cards were sent to 
wounded veterans for their use to contact family and friends during their recovery period.  In fact if you 
were to give her phone cards now, I’m sure they would get to where they were most needed.  The 
Goldenzweigs held a Break-the-Fast dinner at their house.  Jon Sunray and Michael Goldenzweig with 
Buzz Pioso in the wings volunteered on a Thursday morning to raise our Sukkah.  Gloria Pioso 
arranged youth activities at the Lulav shake and while we did not get a record setting paper chain, we 
did see several beautiful paper lulavs.  Gloria also picked up the lulav and the etrog used during the 
Lulav Shake.  There was no appeal for volunteers to take the sukkah down as Susan and Michael 
Goldenzweig prearranged the time to perform that task. 
 
It takes a lot of time and effort to put together our newsletter.  Nancy Gordon revels in putting this 
together.  I also think she enjoys reminding me that I need to prepare another article as mine is usually 
the last one submitted before she sends the newsletter off to print.  Nancy and Jerry also host our 
annual Havdalah Service.  Then we have Evelyn and Dan Bystran, Laurie and Mark Braunstein, Susan 
and Michael Goldenzweig and Janet and Lee Oppenheim who open up their homes for various social 
events.  Our thanks go out to each of them as they sustain us in keeping the fabric of our congregation 
together. 
 
In November we will be holding our Shabbat dinner.  As in years past, I’m sure Jerry Gordon will pick 
up the chickens so that we can all enjoy them together.  While enjoying our Shabbat dinner together on 
November 3rd, don’t forget to thank him.  Then there is your Board of Directors.  Volunteers all and 
solely for the joy of keeping our Jewish identity, beliefs and practices available to you our congregants 
and friends.  Gloria Pioso, Judy Green, Sheila Fruman and Jon Sunray. 
 
We have many new congregants this year and we hope to see everyone take the opportunity to earn 
an honorable mention in life or at least in our humble newsletter.  At every service we ask you to tell us 
about a mitzvoth moment to honor those in your family doing great (or small) things.  Let us repair the 
world (tikkun olam) one good deed at a time.  More importantly, let us encourage, nurture and honor 
those who do by thanking them sincerely and often. 
 
B’shalom,  
Lee 

�
����������������� �
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           YARZHEITS         
FOR 

OCTOBER 
 

6 – Jerry Gordon’s Father  
29 – Nancy Gordon’s 

Mother 

                                           
 

Yad Shalom will need members to help at three area Chanukah events this year.  Even our young adult members 
can earn mitzvoth points (or service hours if your school requires them) by assisting at the event for an hour or 
two.  Please email Lee Oppenheim when you will be available to share in this memorable experience.  Volunteer 
now and get the pick of the times. 
  
December 3rd will an area-wide Chanukah celebration at the Northern Virginia Jewish Community Center on 
Little River Turnpike in Fairfax.  We will host a children's craft table. 
  
A local Dulles Town Center event is tentatively planned for Sunday December 10th.  Again we will host a 
children's craft table. 
  
From 11:00 to 3:00 on Sunday December 17th, once again the Western Fairfax/Eastern Loudoun Synagogues will 
have a community Chanukah celebration at Beth Emeth Synagogue on Lawyers Rd in Herndon.  Our Jewish 
Hangman's/wheel of fortune hybrid game will be the highlight here. 
  

Please volunteer your time – call 703-579-6079 
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WHO’S WHO AT YS  
 
THIS MONTH WE LEARN ABOUT TWO OF OUR LOVELY LADIES – ONE YOUNGER AND ONE JUST A 
LITTLE BIT OLDER.  BOTH HAVE ADDED MUCH TO ALL OUR EVENTS (BOTH SOCIAL AND 
RELIGIOUS), THOUGH ONE IS NOT ALLOWED TO ATTEND  “A DULT PARTIES” – THE OTHER – WELL, 
WHEN YOU REACH A CERTAIN AGE YOU’RE ALLOWED TO DO P RETTY MUCH ANYTHING YOU 
PLEASE!!!! 
 

����,,1�#;����������������������������������������� ����������������������������
 
Place of Birth: Fairfax Hospital 
  
Where I grew up and have lived: Clifton, Virginia                                   
  
Occupation: Big sister, little sister 
  
Things I like to do for fun and enjoyment...I like to do arts and crafts, especially beading.  I also like to ride my bike and 
scooter.  I like to go to the pool. 
  
Something I always dreamed of doing is ... I would like to be an art teacher. 
  
One of my most memorable Jewish experiences....is getting presents at Chanukah and Passover when Bubbe visits. 
  
Favorite movie and book..My favorite book is Clams All Year.  My favorite video is Annie. 
  
Something about me that others may not know but I would like to share... I am the fastest runner on my softball team 
have perfect attendance at school.  I “bridged” from Daisies to Brownies. 

�
�?;�$1��8��19�������������������������������������� ����������������
 
Name:    Shiela Sunray                                  
  
Place of Birth:   Chicago, Ill 
  
Where I grew up and have lived:  I grew up in Indiana  
for the first 9 years; then moved to Hong Kong for  2 years.  
After that, I lived in Singapore until the middle of 11th grade.  It was to  
Mexico City next where I met and fell in love with Jon and finished high 
school.  I went to college at Indiana University, married Jon in 1979 and have  
lived in Maryland, Ohio, Alabama, California, and, of course, Virginia. 
  
Occupation: Mom, wife and Airport Sales Agent for Continental Airlines.  
  
Things I like to do for fun and enjoyment:  Make jewelry, read, travel, be with friends. 
  
Something I always dreamed of doing is ... Taking a cruise around the world and having a successful jewelry business. 
  
One of my most memorable Jewish experiences:  Watching my children become a Bar and Bat Mitzvah.  
  
Favorite movie and book:  My favorite movies are Ghost, Dirty Dancing and movies eliciting emotions.  My favorite authors 
are Diane Gabaldon, Greg Iles, Linda Howard….. I don’t have one favorite book. 
 
Something about me that others may not know but I would like to share:  I have moved 26 times and have lived in Clifton, 
Virginia longer than anywhere else. 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and grow 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          THANK YOU! 
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    

Board of Directors 

MEET YOUR 2006-07 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
703-579-6079 

Front row (L-R):   Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President 
                              Judy Lynn Green, Secretary 
        Sheila Fruman, Treasurer 
Back row: (L-R): Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 
       Lee Oppenheim: President 
  


