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November 2005 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

  

2 

Rosh Chodesh 
Cheshvan 

3 

Rosh Chodesh 
Cheshvan 

4 

4:49p Candle 
lighting 
Shabbat 
Dinner and 
Service– 
please arrive 
by 6:15 so 
dinner can 
begin at  
6:30 PM LRR 
#3 

5 

6:18p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 
 

6 

  

7 

  

8 

  

9 

  

10 

  

11 

4:42p Candle 
lighting 

12 

6:11p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

13 

  

14 

  

15 

  

16 

  

17 

  

18 

4:37p Candle 
lighting 

19 

6:06p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 
Shabbat 
Services 
10 AM 
LRR #3 

20 

  

21 

  

22 

  

23 

  

24 

  
 
 

25 

4:33p Candle 
lighting 

26 

6:02p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

27 

  

28 

  

29 

  

30 
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  KIBBITZER 

�
Upcoming Even

ts  

     www.yadshalom.com 
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“Shalom Jewish Children” 

A monthly Shabbat morning program for 

young children with Eema or Abba 

Date   Program  

*November 19, 2005 Shabbat & Jewish symbols 
December 17, 2005 Chanukah   

*January 21, 2006 Mitzvot & Israel 

*February 11, 2006 Tu B’shevat 

March 11, 2006 Purim 

*April 1, 2006  Passover 

*May 20, 2006 Shavuot  

*June 3, 2006  Outdoor service and 

celebration 

* These are the days when Shalom Jewish 
Children will be followed by Shabbat services 
at 10:00am.  Please feel free to stay. 

* All programs will meet at 9:00 am in Rec 
Center #3 in Little Rocky Run, unless noted 
otherwise. 

* Please dress appropriately in honor of 
Shabbat.   
* Each program costs $5.  You can pay $50 for 
the year.   
   Please send a check payable to: 
   Congregation Yad Shalom and note on memo 

line:  “Shalom Jewish Children”   
    Please mail to: 
Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 223809  
Chantilly, VA 20154 
 
*  Contact Gloria Pioso at (703) 449-0749 or 
bpioso@cox.net for more information. 

Cheshvan 
5766 

November 2005 
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The seventh month of the Jewish calendar, Tishre, is loaded with Jewish holidays or Yom Tovs.  It starts off 
with Rosh Hashanah followed ten days later with Yom Kippur.  On the 15th day or in the middle of the month, 
we commence to celebrate Succot and a week later, we conclude with Sh’mini Atzeret and Simchat Torah.  All 
of these holidays, with the exception of Simchat Torah, are specified in the Torah. The first two, which take up 
the ten Days of Penitence/Teshuvah, are spiritual in that individuals review their conduct during the year just 
ended and then pledge to upgrade it in the next.  Succot, however, is more of a communal holiday in which we 
recall the huts in which our ancestors resided in the wilderness during their 40-year sojourn after being set free 
from bondage in Egypt to maturing into a people ready to conquer the land promised to their ancestors. 
  
Succot is one of our three pilgrimage festivals, together with Passover/Pesach and Shavuot.  The latter two are 
celebrated in the spring and early summer with appropriate produce offered during that period of the 
agricultural year.  Succot is a harvest festival (think of Thanksgiving Day) and the Jewish pilgrims to the 
Temple in Jerusalem would offer thanks to God for a year of bountiful produce.  The first and eighth days were 
solemn days while the interim – called Chol Ha-mo-ed – was festive but not as restricted to physical activity as 
is Yom Tov (or Shabbat for that matter).   Later on, when the rabbis established a Torah-reading cycle of 54 
portions to be read weekly at public worship, all five books of Moses were completed and re-commenced at this 
time.  Thus was established Simchat Torah which has no agricultural theme but symbolizes our joy in having 
received the Torah, reading and studying it, and renewing our annual cycle of reviewing it by reading it all over 
again. 
  
Succot for me has a special ambiance.  It is fall, it is getting cool, the branches with which we cover our 
temporary hut have their fragrance, the etrog or citron smells even better than a lemon, the honey and sponge 
cake can make the mouth water, and a little Kiddush wine is not so bad either.  We simulate living in the succah 
just by sitting in it; some of us have complete meals in our little hut.  Of course, one always hopes it doesn’t 
rain during the meal; otherwise we might eat more soup than we planned. But it is communal and 
‘thanksgiving’ since all of us (until about two centuries ago) were living much closer to the land than today’s 
largely urban/suburban dwellers.  So relating to gathering of the final harvest before the oncoming of winter is 
very realistic to observers of Succot. 
  
Reading and studying the Torah may not be time-related from an agricultural standpoint, but tying the Torah-
reading cycle to the time of harvest gathering – which is the end of the agricultural cycle – does make sense.  
On Simchat Torah, we dance with the Torah scrolls, we march around with them joyously (but carefully), and 
we read from three separate scrolls.  We conclude the book of Deuteronomy with the passing away of our 
greatest teacher and rabbi, Moses, who views the Promised Land from a nearby mountaintop before he leaves 
us permanently.  We then call up a Maftir and read a selection from Numbers that describes the sacrifice for the 
eighth day of the festival.  Then we read from a third scroll the story of creation from Genesis, which is how our 
Torah commences.   
  

���������	
��������������
�
�����
�
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Being a Torah-reader myself, I always got excited when three . . . count ‘em, three . . . scrolls were read at one 
service.  The only other time of the year that this could happen is when the Sabbath falls on Chanukah and the 
New Moon, simultaneously.  Since Chanukah is an 8-day festival, it should fall on Shabbat at least once and 
sometimes twice, but for that particular day to also fall on the New Moon of the Jewish month of Tevet is 
special.  (By the way, it will happen in 5766 when the sixth day of Chanukah, which is also Rosh Chodesh 
Tevet, falls on Shabbat.)  The reason why we read from three Torah scrolls rather than read three selections 
from the same scroll is for the convenience of the congregation so that people at the prayer and Torah service 
do not have to wait while the Torah is ‘scrolled’ from one book to another. 
  
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
  
Phyllis and I wish the entire Yad Shalom family and its friends a G’mar Chatimah Tovah. 
We also wish you a Chag Samayach and Gut Yom Tov. 
 

And finally, may we all be inscribed for a good year 5766! 

Please join your friends and fellow congregants 
at Shabbat dinner, followed by Friday evening 
services on Friday, November 4, 2005 at Little 
Rocky Run #3. 
We ask that everyone arrive by 6:15 PM, so 
that we can begin dinner promptly at 6:30.  
Cost is $5.00/person or $10.00/family to cover 
the costs of the main dish (chicken), which will 
be supplied by the congregation.  Each family 
is asked to bring a dish to share.  Please contact 
Nancy Gordon 703-631-0232, or 
pilldoc50@aol.com, BY MONDAY,  
OCTOBER 31, who will coordinate what 
dishes are needed and how much of everything 
we need to bring. We look forward to seeing 
your whole family there!     
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The Jewish journey through the Sinai, which concluded in the Torah parsha just before the new 
year, brings to mind our Yad Shalom experience over the past month or so.  While our activities 
did not span a desert, they did span several counties.  After all, we had High Holiday services in 
not one, but two locations - Fort Belvoir and Hillel.  Then the Goldenzweigs hosted a break-the-
fast in their home.  This was followed by the building of a sukkah at the Oppenheims', with a 
wonderful celebration for Sukkot a week thereafter.  In November we renew our schedule of 
religious services at our customary location in Little Rocky Run.  This nomadic lifestyle for Yad 
Shalom requires flexibility and adaptability, and thank G'd we have these qualities! 
  
Member contributions of time and energy make it possible for us to offer this variety of 
activities.  I wish to particularly thank Susan Bloom and Evelyn Bystran for their terrific job with 
the Yizkor booklet and High Holiday greetings.  Evelyn also handled our financial arrangements 
with Hillel.  Our sukkah builders included Lee and Janet Oppenheim, Mike Goldenzweig, Gloria 
Pioso and apprentices Ben and Rebecca.   And thank you to everyone who helped decorate the 
sukkah, brought food, and participated in our celebration.  Your mitzvot help keep Yad Shalom 
strong!  
  
Please join us for our Shabbat dinner and service on November 4th.   
  
I hope the new year 5766 is one filled with good health and well-being for all of you. 
  
Jon Sunray 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

�
����������������� �

 
 
 

Yad Shalom joins the Bystran family in 
thanking everyone for their prayers 
during Dan’s illness.  He has recovered 
fully and, by the time you read this, Dan 
will have returned to work. 
Mazel Tov, Dan, Evelyn and Eddie – 
we’re all so glad to hear the good news! 

Mazel Tov to Susan and Allen Bloom, 
who celebrated their son Wesley’s US 
“Auf Ruf” at Congregation Olam Tikvah 
on Saturday, October 22, 2005.  Wes 
and Karen (Shapiro) will be married in 
late December in London. 
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             YARZHEITS         
17- Jerry Gordon’s 

Mother, Hattie 
                                             

 

 
Sadly Yad Shalom has no November 

birthdays to celebrate.  Therefore, we will 
use this space to wish everyone a VERY 

HAPPY THANKSGIVING. Spend a little 
time in November remembering what you 

have to be thankful for. 
 

 

     
 
 
 
Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
    they help us serve the community and grow 

 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom  
     P.O. Box 223809 
     Chantilly, Virginia 20153    
 
 

THANK YOU! 
 

DONATIONS 
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President 
 Jon Sunray  703-378-1463 

jsunray56@aol.com 

Immediate Past President  
Mike Goldenzweig   

703 -753-3376 
mgold@sent.com 

Treasurer 
 Evelyn Bystran  703-754-0309 

dbystran@comcast.net 

Executive Vice President  
Susan Bloom  703-978-9870 

allenblm@aol.com 

Secretary 
 Susan Goldenzweig 703-753-3376 

susanlkyicom@yahoo.com 

Vice President of  
Religious Observances 

Lee Oppenheim  703-753-0928 
leejanoppenheim@earthlink.net 

Board of Directors 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time with us in our 
religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our President, Jon Sunray, at  

703-378-1463.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! Please fill out the following application and submit to:  
Congregation Yad Shalom,  PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) ________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip __________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________  Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 years of age) 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 years of age) 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad Shalom as well)  

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner) 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


