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May 2011

27th of Nisan,
5771

Yom HaShoah

30th of Nisan, 5771
Rosh Chodesh lyyar

1st of lyyar, 5771
Rosh Chodesh

lyyar

2nd of lyyar, 5771
7:48p Candle
lighting

3rd of lyyar, 5771
9:19p Havdalah (72
min)

5th of lyyar, 5771
Yom HaZikaron

6th of lyyar, 5771
Yom HaAtzma'ut

9th of lyyar, 5771
7:55p Candle
lighting

10th of lyyar, 5771
9:26p Havdalah (72
min)

16th of lyyar, 5771

8:01p Candle
lighting
17th of lyyar, 5771
9:32p Havdalah (72
min)
18th of lyyar, 23rd of lyyar, 24th of lyyar, 5771
5771 5771 9:38p Havdalah (72
Lag B'Omer 8:07p Candle min)
lighting
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HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAYS TO:

+#"+, 0 I'0)!
4 — Allen Bloom
5 — Jeff Wright
6 — Sharon Geltner
1 14 — Bunny Wright
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Please remember that it is the
tradition for members of the
congregation to bring a snack
and/or drink to share for our
Oneg Shabbat after services. We
thank you, as always, for your
generosity.




The GomelBenediction is laid down in thEalmudas the natural expression of gratitude to God for
signal deliverances from mortal peril. It is fowdon Psalm 107, wherein deliverance from four
dangers is described: (1) travelers, who, afteiblerdangers, reach their destination; (2) reldase
prisoners of war, or those wrongfully imprisoned @amthe shadow of death, who regain their
freedom; (3) sick men restored to health; and #pss, all but wrecked in terrific storms thatcha
land in safety. The Psalmist concludes each seutith the words, “Let them give thanks unto the
Lord for His goodness, and for his wonderful wotdxghe children of men”. The Benediction is not
limited to the above-mentioned four classes, batss recited after signal escape from any danger
(see Daily Prayer Book by Dr. Joseph H. Hertz,sediedition of 1948, p. 487.)

At the Torahservice, the person who seeks to recite the Betiedliwill say the following after
completing the second of the two blessings thaalys chant upon being called up to Tleeah
Here is the blessing for thanksgiving for deliveraifrom danger cdcomelBenediction: “Blessed

are you, Lord our God, King of the universe, wheslgood unto the undeserving, and who has
dealt kindly with me.” The Congregation then rasg®, “He who has shown you kindness, may He
deal kindly with you for ever.” | recall that Coregyation Yad Shalom provided this venue to the
Goldenzweig Family when they were involved in atbaccident not long ago.

Driving home fromShabbaimorning service last month, we were going eastb@ami-66 towards
the Capital Beltway when we were rammed by anotkbicle. Thank God, neither Phyllis nor |
were hurt as our vehicle protected us completelynfserious injury. Our car was drivable and we
drove home after exchanging information with theeotdriver and providing information to the
police. We were also able to get our car repairetlleave since resumed driving it. The key was
that neither Phyllis nor | suffered any injury frams auto accident. God dealt kindly with us satth
we will be able to enjoy the upcoming Passoveifaktvith all of our family.

At the PassoveBeder we all use a special purpose prayer book callddggadahin which we tell
our children and remind ourselves why Passoveisgigferent from all other nights of the year.
The Seder— which means order — has 15 parts. Part No. &élisdKoreichor Hillel's sandwich
and is an historic appetizer to No. 11 which isezBbhulchan Oreiclor Let's Eat. After a
sumptuous meal, we top it off with No. 12 whiclt@ledTzafunor Who's Got theéAfikomar? This
is then followed by No. 13, which is call®areichor Grace after the Banquet, which ends with
inviting Elijah the Prophet to join us at cBederfor Cup of Wine No.3 out of 4.

One of my favorite stories involving leading a Ra&s Sedemrmust have happened long before
Maxwell House Coffee began to distribute its famblaggadahwhen not everyone at tiseder
table knew the 15-part order to a traditioBabder A concernededereader stationed a child at
their window to keep an eye on tBederof their next door neighbor so they could do thee
rituals at their owrSeder At one point, the child nervously reports to kbader that the people



across the way are beginning to throw their kidsadwhe Sedersince he noticed a youngster across
the way leave the room and head towards the data know that th&ederacross the way was
about to symbolically invite Elijah the ProphetdriheirSederby opening their door to him. (I must
add that this story sounded better in Yiddish whigrst heard it.) | have noticed over the yedratt
Maxwell House’s populadaggadahhas made virtually everyone capable of leadi&gdern

her/his home.

At our PassovebBedey we focus on those parts of tBederthat are of greatest interest to today’s
children, as did my parents at the memor&#derf my youth. In addition to finding the
Afikomanin No. 12 and opening the door to our apartmetti@end of No. 13 to welcome Elijah -
for whom the largest wine goblet we owned wasdille the brim - there was No. 3 whéfarpasis
dipped into salt water. Coming to America fromddem where the potato is more important than
any ol’ green vegetable, we would dip a boiled potato salt water. And later at tise=demwhen

we began some serious eating, we would dip anegmdird-boiled egg into the same salt water. The
next big children’s thing is No. BJagid or Tell the Story of Passover which started othvaongs

we had been singing in school for weeks. We thendhed into the Four Questions in as many
languages as possible around the table. My graneisaorn in America, my mother in Poland and
my father in the bi-lingual country of Belgium dwetFour Questions easily added up to16 or more.

After the first two cups of wine and salt watertwit vegetable, we finally began to nibbleMatza
for the first time on the holiday of Passover whiedis accompanied by not one but two blessings.
These are Nos. 7 and 8 calMdtzi-Matza which to me sounds like the name of an activeaid

in South America. Then came our second chanceptéodd during theSederin No. 9,Marror or
Bitter Herbs that were dipped into home-m&iteroset (The dipping is even the subject of the
third of the Four Questions.) This was closelydaléd by No. 10, Rabbi Hillel's notable sandwich
of MatzaandMarror. With theCharosetstanding nearby, Hillel's sandwich soon becamarfera
slim Dagwood Bumstead Passover sandwich washed bdgwmore salt water with vegetables.
With Nos. 7-8-9-10 safely under our belts, somes kigtre ready to call it a night. But the multi-
course banquet in No. 11 managed to stimulate @pgstite, and sipping on Cup of Wine No. 3
just kept the appetite going.

Finding theAfikomanwas often a challenge, especially the persond-bad-forth business dealing
that often accompanied its successful procuremettidadults from the children. It was tough for
a kid to even stay awake after we let Elijah imntwSeder | always wondered how the Prophet
made it through the mar8ederde visited on Passover eve but, hey, isn’'t trejdb? | managed
to stay up for Nos. 14 and 15 because | learneaalinany Passov&edersongs and simply loved
to sing them together with my father - may he negteace - who led o8edemagnificently, year
after year, and who taught me how to lead it withfamily now.

Congregation Yad Shalom sponsored a communal PaxsSegleron Tuesday, April 19, 2011.
Phyllis and | celebrated the holiday with our chelal and grandchildren in Atlanta.
We wish the entire congregation, its families alhdsfriends aChag kasher v’'samayach!

Chag Pessach SamayaahdGut Yom Tov!



Congregation Yad Shalom
invites
you and your family to a

Shabbat Dinner

Friday, May 6, 2011

6:30pm e TR

Little Rocky Run Rec. Center #3
13900 Stonefield Drive
Clifton, VA 20124

Cost: $7.50/person or $25/family
@; and a non-dairy dish to share
RSVP toyadshalom@yadshalom.com

or (703) 579-6079
by May 5, 2011

www.vadshalom.com

Please help us celebrate Shabbat
with friends, food, prayers, songs,
and the unique Yad Shalom warmth and spirit.



Your Yad Shalom Board works har
for your interests. They are:

Front row (L-R):

Mike Goldenzweig, Executive Vice
President

Fran Lasken, Vice President for
Education

Gloria Pioso, President

Back Row: Jon Sunray, Past (Past
President
Bob Lasken, Treasurer

OR

The Yad Shalom book club will be meeting this sgrin Little Rocky Run. The exact location will
be given to those wishing to participate. The bailkbe Annie's Ghostdby Steve Luxenberg.

This is a true story of a Jewish family's seciBbe author, Steve Luxenberg, senior editor of the
Washington Post, searches Imperial Russia, depressa Detroit, the Holocaust in the Ukraine,
and the Philippine war zone in quest of finding mare about his mother's secret. According to
Walter Isaacson, author of Einstefmnie's Ghostss "A gripping detective story and a haunting
memoir. It will leave you breathless."
Potential dates for the book club to meet incluBaturday evenings: May'714" or 21 and
Sunday May 2% anytime. Those interested in attending pleaseéknow which times work best
for you. You can contact me at lasken@msn.conmvaitd book club in the subject line.

Thanks, Francine Lasken

ENTERTAINMENT 2011 IS HERE!

$30 PER BOOK WHEN YOU BUY FROM CONGREGATION YAD SH®OM

Please Contact Bob Laskenbéisken@yahoo.como reserve your book or ask a question

Just mail in your order with a check to:
Congregation Yad Shalom

P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, VA 20122

Thank you for your support of Congregation Yad Shal



ADVERTISE WITH YAD SHALOM
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and help us grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 20122
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We love having visitors and love talking to new nibems so please feel free to spend some time with u
in our religious services and/or social eventsyoli have any questions, please call our Presitlest,
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928. And if you would likgoin us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subitoi Congregation Yad Shalom,
P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Batth(mo/day/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Batth(no/day/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:
Family Membership: $700 (Married Jeweshple with children under 18 years of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Mardedish couple without children under 18 yearsgaf)a
Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jéwizan or woman with child(ren) under 18 years @&f)ag
Associate Membership: $180 (You beloraptither synagogue but want to join Yad Shalomel§ w
Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jéwigan or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner

| am interested but need more informatilease contact me.
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