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Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com  

 
Celebrate Shavout, which 

commemorates the receiving of 
the Ten Commandments on 

Mount Sinai, with your 
wonderful Yad Shalom family. 
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

            1 

9:14p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

2 

Lag B'Omer  
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7:49p Candle 
lighting 

8 

9:20p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

9 

  

10 

  

11 

  

12 

Yom Yerushalayim 
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Rosh Chodesh 
Sivan  
 ��
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7:56p Candle 
lighting 

15 

9:27p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

16 

  

17 

  

18 

Erev Shavuot  
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7:59p Candle 
lighting 

19 

Shavuot I  
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20 

Shavuot II  
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9:31p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

21 

8:02p Candle 
lighting 

22 
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9:33p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

23 

  

24 

  
 
 
 

25 

  

26 

  

27 

  

28 

8:08p Candle 
lighting 

29 

9:38p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

30 

  

31 
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HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAYS TO: 
 

7 – Aileen Fields 
22 – Susan Bloom 

24 – Jonathan Lasken 
 

 

 

 

Please remember that it is the tradition 
for members of the congregation to 
bring and snack and/or drink to share 
for our Oneg Shabbat after services.  
We thank you, as always, for your 
generosity. 
 

 
WE LOOK FORWARD TO SHARING 
SHABBAT DINNER, SERVICES AND 
BRUNCH WITH YOU DURING THE 

BEAUTIFUL MONTH OF MAY  
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Some of you have been paying income taxes for so long that you may recall when Federal income 
tax day was on March 15.  While some referred to March 15 as the Ides of March, it was also pretty 
close to Purim.  We read all about Purim and the origin of this very serious historic holiday that has 
a happy ending and an absolutely first-class heroine in Queen Esther.  The story is now passed along 
to us in the most popular of the Five Megillot found in the miscellaneous writings section of our 
bible, all of which is called the Tanach.  The Five Books of Moses make up the Torah or the “Ta” in 
Tanach; all the prophets or Nevi’im make up the “na” in Tanach; and a variety of literary works 
make of the section of Ketuvim (which starts with the letter “ch”, the first letter in the Hebrew word 
chatov which means to write) so we get the three sounds (Ta+na+ch) together which yields the 
acronym Tanach, or our bible.  Some people refer to our bible as the Old Testament. 
 
The Five Megillot, or scrolls, are named Song of Songs, Ruth, Lamentations, Ecclesiastes and 
Esther.  They are brief pieces of work containing 8, 4, 5, 12 and 10 chapters respectively.  We read 
each of them at different services during the Jewish religious calendar.  Song of Songs is cantillated 
during Passover, Ruth will be cantillated during Shavuot in a few weeks, and Lamentations is read as 
we commiserate during the summer when on the 9th of Ab, both Holy Temples in Jerusalem were 
destroyed first by the Babylonians in 586 BCE and later by the Romans in 70 CE.  Ecclesiastes is 
read as we usher in the fall after the holiday of Sukkot, and Esther is read on Purim eve and morning.  
Esther essentially ends with Chapter 9 where Mordecai, the new prime minister who succeeded 
Haman (yes, of course you can make some noise here), informs all his fellow Jews in Persia in 
writing of what had happened as the result of direct action by Queen Esther in saving the life of her 
people whose very existence was threatened by Haman, who persuaded the King of Persia to issue 
an official decree enabling the destruction of all Persian Jews. 
 
The final chapter of Megillat Esther is exceedingly brief and commences with the King of Persia 
“putting a tax upon the people of Persia and upon the isles of the sea”. The last two verses of this 
brief chapter seem written to ingratiate the writer with the king and also to praise Mordecai for his 
new role as a leader among the Jews of Persia. Clearly the tax-raising king was not familiar with a 
future president of the United States of America who campaigned on a pledge of “read my lips, no 
new taxes”.  Of course, the King of Persia did not have to receive a majority of any Electoral 
College in the Persian Empire, so he was not concerned with keeping any election promises. Ross 
Perot, a famous businessman from Texas, kept an incumbent President Bush (No. 41) from being re-
elected. One of our renowned jurists, Associate Chief Justice Oliver Wendell Holmes, Jr. who served 
on the Supreme Court for 30 years, once said that taxes are the price we pay for a civilized society. 
 
I don’t know how King Ahasuerus managed to stay in power after his tax increase but I’m pretty 
sure that much of the new tax (cited in Esther 10:1) was put to military use against competing 
empires around the Mediterranean Sea.  We know that the Greek military gave the Persian military 
big headaches, and that later on the Romans promoted aspects of Greek civilization onward and 
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westward. As I wrote in this column around Chanukah, many of our Jewish ancestors during the 
time of the Macabees a little over two millennia ago found much to admire in Greek civilization.  
The successful revolt of the Macabees against the Syrian Greeks was not only about the Syrians 
trampling on the practice of Judaism in Judea.  It was also about regaining religious control of the 
Temple in Jerusalem with Greek/Hellenistic influence over the daily lives of Judeans.   
 
So what does this have to do with taxes?  Income taxes in the United States date back to 1861 as a 
way to help pay for the Civil War.  Next year, we will observe the sesquicentennial of this critical 
war in our nation’s history.  Many Americans didn’t like the Civil War tax, and it was later repealed.  
In 1913 Congress ratified the 16th Amendment, which is why we pay income tax today.  April 15 
supplanted March 15 as income tax day in 1955.  Among other items, our income taxes pay for 
schools, libraries, parks, pools and museums.  Put this way, maybe taxes aren’t so bad. (“Kids Post”, 
Washington Post, April 12, 2010, C10.) 
 
The Torah warns the Children of Israel about appointing one of their own as a king.  (Note: Saul, 
David and Solomon were the first three Jewish kings and were anointed by oil – hence the Hebrew 
word Mashiach/Messiah, which means anointed – while Herod, a Jew, was appointed by the 
Romans to serve as king of the Jews.) One of the hazards of being ruled by a royal is that all kings 
tax their subjects to raise armies and supplies like horses, chariots and weapons.  Since God 
promised to protect them as long as they obey His commandments, the risk of surviving in a 
dangerous neighborhood is greatly reduced.  Using disarmament lingo, God assured the Children of 
Israel that they would be protected “under God’s umbrella”.  Our country, as the leader of the West 
for most of our lives, has guaranteed the security of many other Western nations under our defense 
“umbrella”.  Further, God pledged to keep an eye on their property while the Children of Israel left 
their homes en masse to go up to the Temple in Jerusalem on three (3) annual pilgrimages leaving 
their fields and agricultural property wide open for attack by their enemies. So if the security of the 
Children of Israel is maintained while the Jewish people follow God’s words to worship and offer 
sacrifices in far away Jerusalem, why the need for an expensive – and perhaps wasteful/abusive – 
king of Israel and his whole entourage that suck up resources that could go to the poor, the civil 
servants like Priests and Levites, and support of Torah study by everyone? 
 
Samuel, a very popular judge and prophet, took umbrage with the Children of Israel when in his 
dotage, they demanded that he anoint a king to rule them like all the other nations around them did.  
He responded incredulously: Have I taken a dime from anyone here all these years?!  The people 
embarrassingly replied that he certainly did not step out of bounds, ever, during his very long 
leadership, and they swore to this in public.  But they still wanted a king, who sure enough had to 
organize an army, kept favorites close by, and enemies under control.  The first king, Saul from the 
tribe of Benjamin, was a political choice since his tribe was geographically located between Judah 
and Ephraim, the two powerhouses in Israel.  Alas, Saul turned out to be a head case.  He and his 
popular son, Jonathan, died in battle.  Samuel was still around and then anointed David, who served 
a tumultuous 40 years as the nation’s second king.  Many of his sons vied to succeed him – including 
one who claimed kingship while David was still alive – but a younger son of David’s union with 
Bathsheba, Solomon, with plenty of palace intrigue by the Prophet Nathan, succeeded David.   
 
Like his father, Solomon also ruled a long time, but he was a big spender.  He built the First Temple, 
had a huge number of wives (even David had 18 wives), and the Children of Israel splintered into 
two kingdoms after Solomon died.  The northern kingdom, under the dominance of the Tribe of 
Ephraim, was taken into captivity by Assyria less than two hundred years later, and the Kingdom of 
Judah (hence the term, Judea) located in the south, succumbed to the Babylonians in 586 BCE.  The 
assimilation of the Northern Kingdom is sometimes referred to as the Lost Ten Tribes, with smaller 
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Judea being made up of the Tribe of Judah, and bits and pieces of the Tribe of Simon and some 
others who settled near the Tribe of Judah. 
 
It isn’t always obvious what effect a new tax has on the one responsible for imposing it.  In our 
country in the 1992 presidential election, a barely-known governor of one of the smaller states 
defeated an incumbent president who about one year earlier had an approval rating of more than 90 
percent (at the end of the Gulf War that took only about 100 days and had very few American 
casualties). The two major opponents of President George H. W. Bush convinced a majority of 
voters to vote for them on the issue of taxes.  We see here that the imposition of taxes can have a 
direct impact on the immediate future of the ruler, and on the eventual destiny of all the ruled.  
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
From the second day of Passover, we count the Omer every day for seven weeks.  You may recall 
when we had our congregational Seder on Tuesday, March 30, that we counted day No. 1 of the 
Omer. Exactly seven weeks later will be Tuesday, May 18 and that evening, we will commence to 
celebrate the holiday of Shavuot. Some people also celebrate day No. 33, or Lag Ba-omer, as a 
minor festival which falls on Sunday, May 2, 2010. 
 
Phyllis and I wish you a Chag Samayach on Shavuot (on May 19-20) when we commemorate the 
second of our three pilgrimage festivals (the first was Pessach/Passover and the third is Sukkot) and 
celebrate the giving of the Torah to the Children of Israel.  
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     We have a great core of volunteers serving Congregation Yad Shalom.  Within any organization 
there is always a need for additional support.  We have enough positions within the by-laws to have 
every family represented on the Board.  As a small congregation it makes it even harder to ask 
someone who has time in the hot seat to have a repeat performance.  Our annual meeting is slated for 
Sunday June 13th at Bull Run Regional Park starting at 11:00 AM.  A barbeque will follow the 
annual meeting.  We have several vacancies to fill.  The congregation will be accepting nominations 
up to and at the annual meeting.  I’m glad to announce that Gloria Pioso has accepted the Search 
Committee’s request to run as President.  A Past President, Michael Goldenzweig, has graciously 
accepted the challenge and will be on the ballot for the position of Executive Vice President.   We 
thank both of them.  Now we ask that you not only consider, but volunteer for two key Board 
positions – Vice President for Religious Observance and Secretary.  For the bashful among you, I 
will accept your nomination by email, phone or direct conversation.  Remember, you can help 
maintain and sustain Yad Shalom when you volunteer.  You are never too old, inexperienced or over 
qualified. 
     Leaving the Board is Jon Sunray, our Past President.  I will miss his sage advice and ability to cut 
to the core of an issue.  No matter what, we can count on his humor to get us through the meeting or 
event.  He is still a little kid at heart and it makes him a favorite with our younger congregants.  
While we chastised him for exploding soda bottles or flying airplanes in the rec center, we all wished 
we could do these things without worrying what others would think of us.  Keep on trucking, Jon. 
     Gloria Pioso has been invaluable to me and the congregation.  She is full of innovative ideas and 
incredible energy.  Her efforts yielded several Federation grants that enabled the congregation to do 
several activities reaching out to the community.  She is also extremely busy with being a mom to 
three, tutor and Hebrew school teacher.  Our congregation can grow under her leadership.  Her 
extroverted style wins friends immediately and makes them believers.  She can’t do it alone, 
however.  She will need help next year and I ask that every one volunteer to help her and the 
congregation on at least one activity.   Better yet volunteer and assist in an activity a month. 
     Bob Lasken has managed our finances through good years and lean years.  He is meticulous in 
keeping the books and providing advice on what we can do financially and where we need to head.  
All he asks is that everyone continue to send in his/her/their dues on a timely basis.  His heart would 
soar if everyone increased their annual pledge to even greater levels than before and make donations 
for all your mazel tov moments.  He thanks you, I thank you and the congregation as a whole thanks 
you. 
     Fran Lasken continues to provide leadership as our Education VP.  She has focused on increasing 
the opportunities for adult education topics and seminars.  She taught the sessions on genealogy with 
much success.  She wants to increase our opportunities for adult learning.  I ask that you let her 
know what you want to see in the future.  Planning takes time, so give her your ideas now. 
 
     It is not by officers alone that this congregation has become the talk of the Federation in Virginia.  
It sees all the activities and outreach that we do as a small congregation.  For our size it is huge.  
Keeping us in highlighted in the community comes from the work of several individuals who work 
behind the scenes.  First, we have Buzz Pioso, our webmaster.  In today’s electronic age of 

�
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Lee Oppenheim 
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communication it is through our web page that potential members, friends and the community first 
see us.  Thank you for your superb efforts in making our site its very best.  Then we have Nancy 
Gordon, with assistance from Jerry Gordon.  Nancy is principally responsible for the content and 
editing of articles for our newsletter.  How else could we get information to our congregants?  Nancy 
also puts up with her President being perpetual late with his articles and nicely pokes me for them.  
Jerry sends out the birthday and anniversary mazel tov notices from the congregation.  You receive 
reminders of your yahrzeits from the congregation because of Jerry’s attention to these things. 
 
     I want to thank everyone for helping out once, twice or on a continuous basis.  Congregation Yad 
Shalom is truly a family unit.  Yes, I am giving them credit for the good things they are doing for us.  
Everyone expects this from the president.  Please show them that you care also and express your 
thanks to them directly, not once but often throughout the year.  Make sure they feel rewarded and 
enriched from these actions because you care.  Thank you for the opportunity to serve you. 
 
B’Shalom 
Lee 

 
Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and help us grow 

 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          ��������	
��������	
��������	
��������	
  
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
�������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������������� 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS FOR MAY 
 

ISRAELI FESTIVAL, MAY 2  
 
Join us with the Virginia Jewish Community at the Israeli Festival at Fairfax Town Center between 
noon and five.  Congregation Yad Shalom will have a youth activity at the fair.  The activity will be 
Name That Israeli Food for children under B’nai Mitzvot age.  A prize of a cup of almonds will be 
given to each young participant.  We do need volunteers to help man our table.  Please let us know 
when you are able to be at the booth and help the children identify the food.   The only requirement 
for our volunteers is that he/she should be over 16. 
 

BOOK CLUB, MAY 23  
 
Congregation Yad Shalom’s readers will participate with the Fauquier County Jewish Congregation 
readers in discussing the book Save the Deli.  The meeting will be at the Brooks’ home in 
Gainesville.  A pot-luck early dinner will enhance the discussion.  Your pot luck contribution should 
be something that would be found in a deli.  Reserve May 23rd between 3 – 5 PM and join in on the 
fun and the delectable edible buffet.  Please RSVP to us for planning purposes and directions as 
needed. 
 

TORAH AMONGST THE TREES, JUNE 5 
 
Reserve the date for our outdoor Shabbat Service at Eleanor Lawrence Park.  Don’t forget your bug 
repellant.  Occasionally Hashem forgets that we are there and His wind drifts some bugs our way. 
 
CONGREGATION YAD SHALOM ANNUAL MEETING AND BARBEQUE , JUNE 13 
 
Our annual meeting will be held at Bull Run Regional Park, Centreville, starting at 11:00 AM.  The 
barbeque begins immediately following the annual meeting. 
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PHOTOGRAVURE 
 

PESACH SEDER, MARCH 2010
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YOUR 2009-10 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):  Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President  

Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
Lee Oppenheim: President                        

Back row: (L-R): Robert Lasken, Treasurer  
                             Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 

      
       

Board of Directors 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time with us 
in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our President, Lee 
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   

  P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 
 
Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ______________________ 

Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)  _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


