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Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com  
www.yadshalom.com 
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May 2008  
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 

        1 

  

2 

SHABBAT 
DINNER 
AND 
SERVICE 

6:30 PM, 
LRR #3 

Yom HaShoah 
7:45p Candle 
lighting 

3 

9:16p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

4 

  

5 

Rosh Chodesh 
Iyyar 

6 

Rosh Chodesh 
Iyyar 

7 

Yom HaZikaron 

8 

Yom HaAtzma'ut 

9 

7:52p Candle 
lighting 

10 

9:23p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

11 

  

12 

  

13 

  

14 

  

15 

  

16 

7:58p Candle 
lighting 

17 

SJC,        
9:00 AM,     
LRR #3  

SERVICE, 
10:00 AM, 
LRR #3 

9:29p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

18 

  

19 

  

20 

  

21 

  

22 

  

23 

Lag B'Omer 
8:04p Candle 
lighting 

24 

9:35p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

25 

  

26 

  

27 

  

28 

  

29 

  

30 

8:10p Candle 
lighting 

31 

9:41p Havdalah 
(72 min) 
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�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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HAPPY MAY BIRTHDAYS 
2 - Rachel Shear 

2 – Andrew Shear 
4 – Jeff Wright 
4 – Allen Bloom 

14 – Bunny Wright 
14 – Jon Sunray 
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The holiday of Passover goes by four (4) names:  
(1) Pessach, which in Hebrew means to skip or (are you ready?) pass over;  
(2) Chag Ha-matzot, festival of matzah, when we are commanded to eat unleavened bread 
throughout the holiday;  
(3) Chag He-aviv, festival of spring, or the springtime holiday; and  
(4) Z’man Cheiruteinu, the time of our freedom, when we left Egypt as a free and independent 
people after a long bondage there. 
 
In the land of Israel, we talk about four weather seasons but in reality there are but two: a hot 
summer and rainy times.  The crops that grow in the “land that flows with milk and honey” 
(Numbers 14:8) rely on various types of irrigation from the sky.  Our prayers at services are 
designed for this; from about a month after Rosh Hashanah until Passover we pray daily for (winter) 
rain, and after Passover we pray daily for dew to be deposited regularly on the land.  The rains are 
even given different names by season (similar to Eskimos having different words for snow) and any 
absence of timely winter and other rain can make for bleak agricultural results and hard times.  
 
You recall when we celebrated the New Year for Trees, Tu Beshvat, two months before Passover 
(except when we have a leap month of Adar II, as we had this year 5768); we anticipated the first 
blossoms of almond trees soon to be followed by growth of other produce. Seven weeks after 
Passover brings Shavuot and on this biblical holiday, first fruits were brought to the temple in 
Jerusalem. Then comes the hottest part of the year and two weeks after Rosh Hashanah, we begin to 
gather in the final produce of the season as we celebrate Sukkot.  We even decorate the sukkah with 
produce of the fall season in preparation for winter rains to be followed again by early blossoms 
three months later around Tu Beshvat. 
 
And so Passover - in addition to being the birthday of the Jewish people when we left Egypt both 
free and independent - is an annual milestone holiday that occurs in the spring of the year, every 
year.  Our annual calendar goes to great lengths to make sure Passover remains a spring festival by 
inserting seven leap months every nineteen years to make sure that the regular twelve lunar months 
(that add up to 354 days) in a solar year (of over 365 days) are compatible over time.  After all these 
years, the calendar works fine. 
 
Celebrating Passover 5768 will be extra special this year as we also are very close to the 60th 
birthday of the founding of our generation’s ‘pride and joy’, the State of Israel.  Over nearly four 
millennia of Jewish history, we have been free and independent as a people for only relatively short 
periods of time. From leaving Egyptian bondage under the guidance of our beloved teacher and 
leader, Moses, through the period of the early judges and prophets through Samuel, we were living 
independently in the Promised Land but with continual hassles from neighbors, notably the 
Philistines located on the coast in Gaza, Ashdod, Ashkelon and their other cities.  It sure seems like 
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history doesn’t change very much.  Our first king, Saul, had mixed success in fending off the locals.  
You recall that Goliath was a champion of the Philistines.  Samson was one of Israel’s champions 
who, while tricked by Delilah and blinded by her fellow Philistines, was still able to bring down 
their temple as his final strongman’s feat.  (These last bits of information are from our own biblical 
history and even filmed by Hollywood.) 
 
King David had greater success against the foes of our ancestors, and his son Solomon is noted for 
building the first Temple in Jerusalem, a colossal feat.  But the twelve tribes could not stay together 
and split into two kingdoms.  The Kingdom of Israel, located north of Jerusalem, was picked off 
around 700 BCE by the Assyrians, and the Babylonians destroyed Solomon’s temple in 586 BCE 
and exiled most of the Judean leadership.  With encouragement from the Persians, who succeeded 
the Babylonians, Jews began to return to the Promised Land and rebuild.  Then the 
Greeks/Macedonians made their play in the area.  At first, the Judeans and Alexander the Great hit if 
off very well, which is why Alexander is still such a popular Jewish name today.  
 
But after Alexander’s empire split into three branches (Ptolemy, Antioch and Greece/Macedonia), 
the Judeans were no longer independent.  However, under the Maccabees, the Judeans drove the 
Syrian (Antioch branch) Greeks out around 167 BCE.  We celebrate this every Chanukah. Rome 
began to take over from the Greeks, Judea fell under Roman rule and the sliver of time of 
independence won by Judah and the Maccabees came to an end. The second Temple in Jerusalem 
was destroyed in 70 ACE and in another disastrous war against Rome in 135 led by Simon Bar 
Kochba, with spiritual leadership by Rabbi Akiba, the Romans drove out the Jews from the 
Promised Land.  However, pockets of Jewish settlements dotted the land for nearly two millennia, 
until significant numbers began to return in the 1880s from Eastern Europe.  World War II resulted 
in the Holocaust of our people throughout Europe and led to a determined drive for national 
independence.   
 
Finally, in 1948, about 1800 years after Bar Kochba’s last stand against the Roman Empire, 
remnants of the Jewish people were able to declare their independence again.  After an enormous 
struggle to create a new Jewish state, we celebrate this year as No. 60 of our independence – again – 
in the Promised Land.  While Pessach, Chag Hamatzot and Chag Ha’aviv are always key to 
identifying the Passover holiday for us, this year we will trumpet a little louder than usual the fourth 
name of the holiday, Z’man Cheiruteinu – the time of our freedom.  
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - 

-  
 
The festival of Pessach will be observed this year starting with the first Seder on Saturday night, 
April 19.  Congregation Yad Shalom will celebrate the second Seder at LRR#3 on April 20.   
 
Phyllis and I wish you, your family and friends a very happy Pessach or Chag Kasher v’ Samayach! 
 
Gut Yom Tov everyone!
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Shalom: 
     We begin May on a sad note this year, it being Yom HaShoah.  We remember many of our relatives or 
friend’s relatives who died solely because they were Jews.  We remember our collective sorrow that others 
could be so cruel.  Some of the hardest hit Jews were those who were assimilated into the local culture.  Many 
had tried for years to fit in and not be different.  Yet the forces of evil went so far as to declare death to even 
those who were one-quarter Jewish.  We rebounded and rose from the ashes.  We built the State of Israel and 
the Diaspora flourished.  We survived, prospered and have returned to many of our old ways.  The Jewish 
psyche requires us to retain the memory of Yom HaShoah to be the clarion of the world when others attempt 
genocide.  It is not acceptable to remember only our suffering, but to bear witness against all travesties.  
Remember during the Seder that we do not celebrate the destruction of our oppressors, but spill some wine to 
commemorate what Hashem had to do to the Egyptians.  Lift up your voices when genocide is seen.  Protest 
its evil. 
     Six days after Yom HaShoah the Israeli Memorial day, Yom Hazikaron, commemoration begins.  Israelis 
remember that freedom is not free.  It took hard work and the ultimate sacrifice of many to make and maintain 
the State of Israel.  The phrase ‘never again’ continues to crop up now as it had in 1948.  Yet hatred continues 
unabated.  Muslims believe that the elimination of the State of Israel will rectify a terrible wrong.  Only 
vigilance will prevent that.  Unfortunately it will be at the cost of many lives, both military and civilian.  The 
cycle of gratitude and remembrance will continue. 
     The next day we remember the birth of the State of Israel.  The celebration of the many is due to the 
sacrifices of the few.  This year we celebrate the 60th anniversary of the Modern State of Israel.  A young 
country when placed against many countries.  Then again, many countries in Africa and the Middle East have 
similar histories.  Tribal boundaries were very fluid.  Tribes were not countries in a formal sense.  The 
boundaries were set by colonial powers in the 19th and 20th centuries.  Israel’s boundaries were set by 
proclamation of the United Nations.  Several wars later it has amassed an even larger land area.  We hear 
today that Israel is usurping the Palestinian lands.  Where in history did the Palestinian country exist?  The 
Ottoman Empire held the territory until 1917.  The British held the territory until 1948.  For over four 
hundred years there was no Palestinian State.  After the cease-fire in 1948 the West Bank lands became part 
of Jordan and the Gaza became part of Egypt. 
     The land of Israel has been inhabited by Jews for about 4000 years.  Abraham moved from what is 
probably Iraq today.  Since then Jews have lived on our land.  Yes we have been dispersed but always Jews 
have returned and lived on our land.  Jews lived in the West Bank and Gaza until 1948.  Displacement 
occurred in both directions of the Green Line.  It is incredible that the young State of Israel assimilated all 
those people plus the remnants from Europe and large Jewish populations from the Arab Muslim countries.  It 
is a testament to the survival of the Jewish people.  How would current world politics have been modified had 
the Arab League established a State of Israel instead of oppressing the Palestinian peoples? 
     Celebrate the 60th anniversary of the modern Jewish State but remember how far back we have lived and 
yearned for this land.  Tell others that it is the continuation of many years living there.  We don’t tell France 
and Germany that they are only 60+ years old having new republics formed in the 1940’s.    Both have been 
conquered and re-established as new republics.  Tell the facts to the naysayers.  But more importantly, be 
present for the 60th Anniversary Party for Israel on the mall June 1st, all day.  Bring the whole family.  Show 
them a simcha that we will never forget. 
L’Chaim 
Lee
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May�15�–�Elaine�Weisman,�Ron�Weisman’s�Mother�
May�23�–�Samuel�Leader,�Nancy�Gordon’s�Uncle�
May�31�–�Reuben�Gordon,�Jerry�Gordon’s�Father�

 
 

REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS - YAD SHALOM BOARD POSITIONS 
OPENINGS 2008-2009 

 
It is an exciting election year with not only our Presidential elections but also 
elections for Yad Shalom board positions!  We will have a general election for 

new members of the board at our June 15th  
congregational meeting and picnic.  The following board positions are coming 

open for 2008-2009, and we welcome your nominations: 
 

President 
Executive Vice-President 

Vice-President for Religious Observances 
Secretary 

 
Please consider volunteering for one of these positions to help our Yad Shalom 
community. Please let Jon Sunray (703-378-1463) know if you are interested in 

being on the board or if you just want to ask some questions. Thank you! 
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ISRAEL AT 60 CELEBRATION:  Join us on June 1 to celebrate the anniversary of the 
establishment of the State of Israel 60 years ago.  Jews from far and near will show support for Israel 
all day on the Mall in Washington DC.  Congregation Yad Shalom will have a table on the Mall and 
we ask for your support for an hour or two by being with us welcoming supporters to the Mall.  The 
Jewish Federation of Washington DC is one of the sponsors of this event. 
  

TORAH AMONGST THE TREES:  Join us on June 7th for Saturday services (weather 
permitting) at the Ellanor Lawrence Park to daven and learn Torah in a beautiful setting.  Services 
commence at 10:00 AM.  For those who support the environment, what better way is there than to 
use natural environment settings.  Hashem gave us a beautiful world to care for, come enjoy it and 
Him. 
  

CONGREGATION ANNUAL MEETING and PICNIC:  Set Sunday June 15th at 11:00 
AM on your calendar to attend the Congregation’s annual meeting, which will be held at the Bull 
Run Regional Park Shelter Number 5.  Elections will be held for vacant positions.  We encourage 
your attendance if nothing else but to protect yourself from being nominated and elected as 
a congregation officer. Just kidding, I think.  Our annual picnic follows the meeting. 
 
ADULT BEGINNING HEBREW:  Yad Shalom plans on holding an adult beginning Hebrew 
class in 2008.  If you are interested in learning Hebrew basics we want to hear from you.  Classes 
will be held once a week for 90 minutes.  The day of the week depends on you, our intended 
students.  Please let us know if you are interested and what day/time is most convenient for you.  
Send your note of interest to us at yadshalom@yadshalom.com. 
 

ARTSFEST 2008 
  
This summer, more than 250 Jewish teens from all over the country, Israel and Moscow will descend 
on Fairfax to experience JCC  Maccabi ArtsFest, a week-long arts-immersion program to be held in 
first-class facilities at George Mason University.  The program is a combination of master classes, 
performances, exhibitions and FUN! 

The success of the program depends on hundreds of volunteers working together on this community-
building event.   Volunteers are needed to assist with:  arrivals, transportation, traffic control, 
opening events, the V.I.P reception, office chores, public relations, hospitality, security, the 
information desk, and to be airport greeters, food servers, departure assistants, venue assistants, and 
social event helpers and chaperones.  Volunteers are also needed to house students (host families).  
Any help, even a few hours, would be appreciated.  

For more information on ArtsFest  go to www.artsfestfairfax.com.  For more information on 
volunteer opportunities contact: Carla Rosenfeld at CarlaR@jccnv.org:  phone (703) 537-3060 or 
Francine Lasken at yadshalom@yadshalom.com. phone: (703) 803-1041. Information on how to 
register will also be provided to you at that time.  For information on being a host family, contact: 
Karen Stern at KarenS@jcccnv.org: phone (703) 537-3029. 
 

WE THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR HELP! 
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Looking for 
Talented Teens  

Fairfax, VA 
July 27-August 1 

www.artsfestfairfax.com  
So, you think you’ve got talent? Join Jewish teens from all over the U.S., Israel and Moscow at 

JCC Maccabi ArtsFest
® 

2008! This weeklong arts-immersion program, held in first-class 
facilities at George Mason University, is a combination of master classes, performances, 
exhibitions and FUN!  
Art Specialties Include:  
ACTING/IMPROVE • Geoffrey Cantor 
COMPUTER ANIMATION • Kay Christy 
CREATIVE WRITING • Nadine Epstein 
DANCE • Elizabeth Johnson with Ben Wegman & Shula Strassfeld 
JAZZ/WORLD MUSIC ENSEMBLE • Mattan Klein 
MUSICAL THEATER • Barbara Brandt & Fred Tessler with Geoffrey Cantor 
PHOTOJOURNALISM • Lloyd Wolf 
ROCK/POP BANDS • Josh Nelson with Rob Mitzner & Josh Oliver 
VISUAL ART • Phillip Ratner with Fran & Eddie Garfinkle 
VOCAL MUSIC • Beth Schafer  
Teens must be entering 8th through 12th grades  
For details about being a participant, contact the Delegation Heads:  
Amanda Swartz • AmandaS@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3087 
Sarah Berry • SarahB@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3040 
To volunteer, contact: Carla Rosenfeld • CarlaR@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3060 
To be a host family, contact:  
Karen Stern • KarenS@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3029 
For all other inquiries including being a sponsor, contact: Aliza Bear, ArtsFest Director • 
AlizaB@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3033 

 
Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia  
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031  

www.jccnv.org • (703) 323-0880 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
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 Donations are gratefully appreciated because  

they help us serve the community and grow 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

"I/We wish our donation to go to the _____General Fund; ______ Torah Fund; _______Building Fund;  
______ Prayer Book Fund." 

THANK YOU! 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                        
        P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
                              
 

Board of Directors 

 YOUR 2007-08 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):   Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
                              Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President 
Back row: (L-R):  Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 
        Robert Lasken, Treasurer  

      Lee Oppenheim, President  


