
      
 
 
             
 
 
 
 
  
 
 
 
                           

            
  

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O.Box 223809 
Chantilly, VA 20154 
(Ph) 703-802-8901 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com  
www.yadshalom.com 
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May 2006 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Sat urday 

  1 

3rd of Iyyar, 
5766 

2 

4th of Iyyar, 
5766 
Yom HaZikaron 

3 

5th of Iyyar, 
5766 
Yom 
HaAtzma'ut 

4 

6th of Iyyar, 
5766 

5 

7th of Iyyar, 
5766 
7:47p Candle 
lighting 

6 

8th of Iyyar, 
5766 
9:18p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

7 

9th of Iyyar, 
5766 

8 

10th of Iyyar, 
5766 

9 

11th of Iyyar, 
5766 

10 

12th of Iyyar, 
5766 

11 

13th of Iyyar, 
5766 

1214th of 
Iyyar, 5766 
7:54p Candle 
lighting 
Shabbat 
dinner at 
LRR #3, 6:30 
PM, followed 
by services 
at 8:00 PM 

13 

15th of Iyyar, 
5766 
9:25p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

14 

16th of Iyyar, 
5766 

15 

17th of Iyyar, 
5766 

16 

18th of Iyyar, 
5766 
Lag B'Omer 

17 

19th of Iyyar, 
5766 

18 

20th of Iyyar, 
5766 

19 

21st of Iyyar, 
5766 
8:00p Candle 
lighting 

20 

22nd of Iyyar, 
5766 
9:31p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 
Services, 
LRR #3, 
10:00 AM 

21 

23rd of Iyyar, 
5766 

22 

24th of Iyyar, 
5766 

23 

25th of Iyyar, 
5766 

24 

26th of Iyyar, 
5766 

25 

27th of Iyyar, 
5766 

26 

28th of Iyyar, 
5766 
Yom 
Yerushalayim 
8:06p Candle 
lighting 

27 

29th of Iyyar, 
5766 
9:37p 
Havdalah (72 
min) 

28 

1st of Sivan, 
5766 

29 

2nd of Sivan, 
5766 

30 

3rd of Sivan, 
5766 

31 

4th of Sivan, 
5766 
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Upcoming Even
ts  

     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom@yadshalom.co
m 
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“Shalom Jewish Children” 

A monthly Shabbat morning program for 

young children with Eema or Abba 

Date   Program   

*May 20, 2006 Shavuot  

*June 3, 2006  Outdoor service and 
celebration 

 
* These are the days when Shalom Jewish 

Children will be followed by Shabbat services 
at 10:00am.  Please feel free to stay. 

* All programs will meet at 9:00 am in Rec 
Center #3 in Little Rocky Run, unless noted 
otherwise. 

* Please dress appropriately in honor of 
Shabbat.   
* Each program costs $5.  You can pay $50 
for the year.   
   Please send a check payable to: 
   Congregation Yad Shalom and note on 

memo line:  “Shalom Jewish Children”   
    Please mail to: 
             Congregation Yad Shalom 
     P.O. Box 223809  
            Chantilly, VA 20154 
 
* Contact Gloria Pioso at (703) 802-8091 or 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com for more 
information. 

Iyyar - Sivan 
5766 

May 2006 
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Wow, did we have a good time at the Shabbat Vayikra morning service and Model Passover Seder.  There 
were four  moms and many kids at the earlier Shalom Jewish Children service.  Early on in the model Seder, 
we discovered that the number four  (4) is critical to the Seder.  We (naturally) started with the first of our four  
cups of wine/grape juice.  We then went into our Four  Questions in which the seder’s (usually) youngest 
Hebrew-reading child asks: How come on every other night of the year, we eat either bread or matzah . . . how 
come we can eat any ol’ green vegetable . . . how come we don’t usually dip at all but tonight we dip twice . . .  
and finally, what’s with the not sitting up at the table?  And this isn’t the end of our friend, the number four .  We 
introduce four  types of children and their four  child psychiatrists who advise us how to handle the four  very 
different characters so that we can get on with the Seder. 
 
The Leaders at our Seder, who again relied on The New Model Seder for School and Home, provided the 
traditional reasons for the significance of four  during Passover.  There are four  active (Hebrew) verbs God 
used in His promise to Moses and the Children of Israel in Exodus 6:6-8:  (1) I will bring you out  (from Egypt); 
(2) I will deliver you  from bondage; (3) I will redeem you  with an outstretched arm; and (4) I will take you  to 
be My people.  There is a fifth active verb I will bring you (to the Land of Israel) which deals not with the 
Egyptian end of the journey out of slavery (like the four  verbs above) but with the eventual settlement in the 
Land of Israel, and so a fifth cup of wine is reserved for Elijah the Prophet.  (Besides, who could handle yet 
another cup of wine, much less five different kinds of kids?) 
 
You might have seen at the recent Braunstein b’nai mitzvah service that we were starting a new book in the 
Five Books of Moses because as our Yad Shalom president, Jon Sunray, was honored with the mitzvah of 
Hagbah and lifted the Torah scroll just read by Daniel and Josh, it was clear that there were five blank lines 
between where the two b’nai mitzvah read their Maftir portion (Exodus 40:34-38) and the beginning of the 
following book, Leviticus.  All right, so it helps to be a Torah reader. 
 
Leviticus primarily focuses on the details of the sanctuary with a lot of rules and regulations on how different 
types of sacrifices were to be offered.  Being neither a Cohen nor a Levi, I have not paid as much attention to 
these as I do to the historical and ethical aspects of the Five Books of Moses.   
 
There are many important principles in the animal sacrifice protocols.  First, the animal to be sacrificed must be 
a perfect specimen.  Cain and Abel did not get along because Abel sacrificed the top-of-the line that he 
produced (with God’s help, which is why he brought sacrifices in thanksgiving to God) while Cain sacrificed, 
apparently, not the best of what he had.  Then Cain became jealous of Abel because Cain thought that Abel’s 
sacrifice was more acceptable to God.  Cain slew his kid brother because Cain did not understand the concept 
of sacrifice.     
 
Another detail in the sacrifice protocols was to put lots of salt on top of the properly slaughtered animal to 
reduce the blood, which is considered the essence of the animal.  Salt is also a preservative that prevents 
putrefaction, certainly a factor to consider in a warm climate found in the Land of Israel. The inclusion of leaven 
(chametz) and/or honey was a no-no because these additions led to noxious conditions.  Also, our Rabbis 
noted that the nations displaced by the Children of Israel considered honey a food for their numerous gods and 
thus something that Jews should not imitate when offering sacrifices to God. 
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��������������
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Years after the sacrificial system had been put in place, our Prophet Isaiah lampooned the system (Isaiah 
1:11-17) where he wrote “To what purpose is the multitude of your sacrifices unto Me? . . . Bring no more vain 
oblations . . . Cease to do evil; Learn to do well; Seek justice, relieve the oppressed, judge the fatherless, plead 
for the widow . . .  Isaiah says in essence:  Who needs all this? How about just doing the right thing that God 
wants us to do in the first place instead of covering up bad deeds with Temple sacrifices?  Isaiah was critical of 
the religious service in the Jerusalem of his day shortly before the destruction of the first Temple by the 
Babylonians (which he regularly predicted and which surely did not endear him to the Judean leadership) and 
he kept pointing out that the purpose of sacrifice is to return to God’s ways, not just going through the motions 
of offering sacrifices.  Alas, his very eloquent warnings to the Jewish people were to no avail. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Phyllis and I wish all of the Yad Shalom congregation, family and friends a wonderful holiday of 
Pessach/Passover. 

 
 

YAD SHALOM’S TORAH UPDATE  

On April 13th, I spoke with Paul Weisman, who led Congregation Anshai Sfard of Lynn, 
Massachusetts, at the time of its closing.  He was “checking up on the Torahs that Anshai Sfard had 
donated” before its closing.  He was the gentleman who championed Yad Shalom to receive our 
beautiful Torah as a gift from these wonderful people.  I told him how our Congregation is still small, 
but beloved by all who belong.  I told him how we had a new cover made for our Torah, with 
“Donated by Congregation of Anshai Sfard of Lynn Massachusetts, October, 1999” embroidered 
inside.  I told him about our wonderful Cantor, who reads the sacred words and translates them for 
us, as we hold a “congregational aliyah” at every service.  I told him how we had brought our Torah 
to a Kosher Sofer to have the Aytz Chaim and the parchment repaired.  I told him how we worried 
about the words fading and how the sofer had wiped them with his tallit and said that the Torah had 
just been used well and lovingly and that the words were just dusty.  I told him that no one in the 
congregation was willing to take a tallit and rub the letters of the Torah really hard, so we would just 
read it in its present, well-loved condition.  I told him of our mitzvah of sharing our Torah with 
George Mason Hillel on the High Holy Days.  I told him how much we celebrate every Simchat 
Torah and thank these wonderful people all the time for this extraordinary gift.  I told him that there 
was a link from our website to the story of our receiving the Torah, but I don’t know if he read it. 

We received the following message from Paul after our conversation….how wonderful it would be to 
have these very giving people join us at one of our future services.  His e-mail address is attached – 
why not write to him and tell him how much life they have given Yad Shalom in their most unselfish 
gift.  Nancy Gordon 

-----Original Message----- 
From:  Pete Weisman 
Sent:  Thursday, April 13, 2006 10:58 AM 
To: yadshalom@yadshalom.com 
Subject:  congregation Yad Shalom 

I cannot tell you how pleased I was to see the picture of your people reading the Torah.  I closed 
Congregation Anshai Sfard of Lynn right after we presented you our beloved Torah.   Jerry and 
Nancy Gordon were instrumental in the initial request for it.  Some day we would like to visit your 
congregation and be included in your services. 
The love affair between Yad Shalom and that Torah has made my days memorable 
and satisfying.  A Git Yontiff  Happy Pesach.   Paul Weisman 
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Shalom to all, 
  
Springtime is, of course, the time to cultivate our gardens and plant new flowers.  It is time of hopeful 
planting and nurturing that gets us in touch with the wonders of nature.  Time well spent in the beginning 
of spring brings rewards later.   
  
Springtime also means new activities for Yad Shalom.  April has been the month for Seders.  The 
congregational model seder in early April renewed our sense of the history and meaning of Passover, and 
teased our taste buds in anticipation of the more lavish seders to come among family and friends.  But 
wait, the first two nights of Passover were not the last opportunities for a seder; for on the following 
Sunday many of the families of Yad Shalom's Shalom Jewish Children's group enjoyed a special family 
seder organized by Gloria Pioso.  It was well attended and reminded us that you cannot tire of too much 
charoset.  
  
At our Shabbat service on April 28th we will remember and honor our Jewish history from the Holocaust to 
Israeli independence to unification on Jerusalem Day. From tragedy to celebration, we always are kept 
mindful of the fragility and the joys of our freedom.  
  
The Yad Shalom community will have another occasion to share the joys of friendship and culinary 
delights when we come together for a Shabbat dinner and service on May 12th.  This dinner and all our 
services are open to all friends from the community so please join us.  
  
Members and friends have nurtured Yad Shalom's garden from the beginning.  The rewards are evident 
but there is a lot of planting to go.  For a sense of the meaning of what we have accomplished, please see 
the article in our newsletter about our recent contact with Paul Weisman, one of men instrumental in the 
gift of our Torah from Congregation Anshai Sfard in Massachusetts.  Paul communicated to us how much 
it meant to him to see a picture on our website that shows our Torah in action as the centerpiece of 
our community.  I think he would agree that the flowers he helped plant in Yad Shalom have blossomed 
nicely.  
  
Jon Sunray 

�
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          Happy May Birthdays 
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           YARZHEITS         
 

16 - Nancy Gordon’s 
  Uncle Sam 

24 - Jerry Gordon’s 
Father 

30 – Bunny Wright’s 
Father 
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  From:  
 Janet and Lee Oppenheim, in honor of their grandso n’s, Shimshon Rafael, 
 birth 
 
 From: 
 Kathy and Jerry Cancio, Heidi Cantwell, Jouette an d Ed Chick, Brenda and 
 Stephen Katof, Adele and Len Lewis, Janet and Lee Oppenheim and Arlyne 
 and Bill Rosenberg in honor of Nancy Gordon’s 60 th birthday.  

				
	



 8

WHO’S WHO AT YS  
THIS MONTH WE LEARN ABOUT TWO  MORE OF OUR FAMOUS Y AD SHALOM MEMBERS – TWO 
PEOPLE WE SEE ALL THE TIME AT SERVICES AND SPECIAL EVENTS.  ONE IS AWFULLY PRETTY, 
THE OTHER, WELL, NOT QUITE SO PRETTY, BUT AWFULLY W ELL-LIKED AND WELL-KNOWN. 
THIS MONTH WE LEARN ABOUT…. 
 

A��8�	���	�=����	
 
Place of Birth: Omaha, Nebraska 
  
Where I grew up and have lived: Los Angeles, California and have 
lived in Montgomery, Alabama and Annandale, Virginia  
  
Occupation: Student  
  
Things I like to do for fun and enjoyment: Read, play Lacrosse,  
Hang out with friends and see movies 
   
Something I always dreamed of doing is: Being extremely famous  
  
One of my most memorable Jewish experiences: Going to Camp Judaea  
  
Favorite movie and book: Goblin Wood (book) and House of Wax (movie)  
  
Something about me that others may not know but I would like to share: I want to be 
a Criminal Defense Lawyer or a model living in Tuscany, Italy  

  

��
���8	�'	@�86��B(��@	
  
Place of Birth - Washington, D. C. 
 
Where I grew up and lived – I have lived in the Washington, D. C. metropolitan 
area my entire life. 
 
Occupation - Insurance, Retirement and Estate Planning 
 
Things I like to do for fun and enjoyment - Take long motorcycle rides into the  
country, play racquetball and participate in other sports. 
 
Something I always dreamed of doing is - Driving a NASCAR tuned vehicle around a racetrack at top speed;  
flying in a fighter jet while the pilot takes the plane through difficult maneuvers. 
 
My most memorable Jewish experiences - Life events.  Getting married, helping three boys achieve their Bar 
Mitzvahs in a 4-1/2 year period. 
 
Favorite movie - There have been many good movies produced over the last 57+ years, but I really liked "Bullitt" in 
the late 1960's with Steve McQueen.   
 
Something about me that others may not know but I would like to share - I have to be in constant motion - I keep my 
foot on the accelerator so I don't get bored.  I enjoy the client relationships developed through my work, but I stay 
involved with activities that matter most – family.  Also, I always prefer the book to the movie version. 
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AT OUR MODEL SEDER – EVERYONE HAD SUCH A GOOD TIME! !!! 
 
 
 
 

YS adult members enjoying 
each others’ company on a rare 

night out without the kids. 
Where were you?  Hope you 
make plans to be with us next 
time – a GREAT TIME was had 
by all!!! 

 

Evidently, someone can’t 
hold her wine - night, night, 
Julia. 
Look carefully to see 
Rebecca Pioso watching the 
goings on. 

President Sunray and lovely 
daughter, Kayla 

Our wonderful Cantor and Phyllis Zucker.  
(That’s Judy Green hiding on the left) 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some 
time with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please 
call our President, Jon Sunray, at 703-378-1463.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of 

age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 

18 years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 

18 years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
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President  
Jon Sunray   

 

Immediate Past 
President  

Mike Goldenzweig   

Executive Vice President  
Susan Bloom   

Treasurer  
 Evelyn Bystran   

 

Secretary  
Susan Goldenzweig  

 

Vice President of  
Religious Observances  

Lee Oppenheim   
 

Donations are gratefully appreciated because  
they help us serve the community and grow 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          THANK YOU! 
     P.O. Box 223809 
     Chantilly, Virginia 20153    
                              

Board of Directors 


