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Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com 
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28th of Adar I, 5771�
5:47p Candle 
lighting�

# �

29th of Adar I, 5771�
Shabbat Shekalim�
7:18p Havdalah (72 
min)�

$ �

30th of Adar I, 
5771�
Rosh Chodesh 
Adar II�
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1st of Adar II, 
5771�
Rosh Chodesh 
Adar II�
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5th of Adar II, 5771�
5:54p Candle 
lighting�
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6th of Adar II, 5771�
7:25p Havdalah (72 
min)�
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11th of Adar II, 
5771�
Ta'anit Esther�
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12th of Adar II, 5771�
7:01p Candle 
lighting�
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13th of Adar II, 
5771�
Shabbat Zachor�
8:32p Havdalah (72 
min)�
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14th of Adar II, 
5771�
Purim�
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15th of Adar II, 
5771�
Shushan Purim�
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19th of Adar II, 5771�
7:08p Candle 
lighting�

�$ �

20th of Adar II, 
5771�
Shabbat Parah�
8:39p Havdalah (72 
min)�
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Adar I – Adar II 

5771 
March 2011 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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HAPPY MARCH BIRTHDAYS TO: 
7 – Samuel Golden 

8 – Julia Pioso 
8 – Joshua Braunstein 
8 – Daniel Braunstein 
15 – Benjamin Pioso 

22 – Stephen Goldenzweig 
28 – Rebecca Pioso 

 

 

 

 

 
 

HAPPY MARCH 
ANNIVERSARIES TO: 

15 – Stella and Ron Wiesman 
31 – Phyllis and Cantor Norbert 

Zucker 
 

Please remember that it is the 
tradition for members of the 
congregation to bring a snack 
and/or drink to share for our 

Oneg Shabbat after services.  We 
thank you, as always, for your 

generosity. 
  



 4

 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
Can you imagine if we were now in the time of Moses and his brother Aaron?  The Washington Post 
would be characterizing the two brothers as “dissidents” for demanding that the enslaved Children of 
Israel be immediately freed to go out to worship God. Their jealous first cousin, Korach, would lead 
a faction against Moses and Aaron for allegedly amassing all the honors in leading the people out of 
Egypt to the Promised Land. Korach wants his cousins, Moses and Aaron, to share power with his 
faction by, say, including them in a multi-party cabinet. Moses had to put up with significant 
opposition to his leadership throughout his 40 years of guiding the Children of Israel from their 
exodus from Egypt. 
 
So, let us compare and contrast the ruler of Egypt of about 3700 years ago with the ruler at the 
beginning of 2011. 
 
(1) Longevity:  A Pharaoh was expected to serve for life or until overthrown by a new regime. 

President Mubarak expected to serve for life, so the thirty years he served was a pretty good run. 
In fact, many current (and some recent) Arab leaders have been ruling for many decades.  In 
Jewish history, our best-known monarchs, David and his son Solomon, served about 40 years 
each, and we are told they died in bed. 

 
(2) Dynasty: People expected their rulers, like Pharaoh, to pass their rule along to family members.  

President Mubarak hoped that his son would succeed him as ruler of Egypt.  The current ruler of 
Syria was brought back from practicing ophthalmology in Europe to succeed his late father, who 
had ruled for many years before his natural death. Current rulers of Jordan and Morocco also 
inherited their authority from their fathers who died while still in charge.  
 
Instead of inside-the-family rule, military leaders have ruled Egypt ever since President Nasser 
threw out King Farouk nearly 60 years ago.  President Sadat, another military leader, who was 
assassinated soon after signing a peace agreement with Israel, succeeded Nasser. President 
Mubarak succeeded Sadat 30 years ago and has kept the peace throughout his rule. This is why 
there is concern about who will succeed him and whether Egypt will continue to keep its peace 
agreement with the Jewish State. 
 

(3) Plagues: When we recite the Friday night Kiddush as we usher in Shabbat, we cite two key 
reminders about the very reasons we celebrate the Sabbath.  First is creation itself, where God 
observed Shabbat after creating the world in six days and hence, we are commanded to observe 
Shabbat every week to commemorate God’s act of creation.  The second reason is to remember 
our exodus from Egypt.  Had we not been liberated from slavery, we would not have been able to 
be free and act freely, and thus obey God’s commandments given us through our great leader, 
Moses. A truly free people can choose, and for 40 years in the wilderness – on our long journey 
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to the Promised Land – Moses constantly exhorted our forefathers and mothers to make the right 
choices and thereby obey God’s commandments. 
 
Should we not obey God’s commandments – and a true prophet like Moses knew that the times 
would come when we would not – the Torah cites a litany of terrible plagues and simply awful 
happenings that would befall the Children of Israel. These are specifically referred to in the 
“blessings and curses” where the Children of Israel are either blessed with the most wonderful 
outcomes or cursed with the direst circumstances (see Deuteronomy 27:11-28:68). 
 

(4) Anxiety: It is apparent that today’s Egyptians live in great anxiety. With so many people living 
in poverty, opportunities to upgrade their living conditions have been rare in a society dominated 
by the upper class.   
 
In the time of Moses and Aaron, Pharaoh didn’t worry about his working people.  Society was 
set up – as is still the case in so many countries today – where the rulers decide what goes or 
does not go, period. It wasn’t until the onset of plague No. 8 – locusts – that Egyptians dared to 
tell Pharaoh that their country is lost, and that Pharaoh should give in to the demands of Moses 
and Aaron and let the Israelites go out to worship God. After hearing this from his own folks, 
Pharaoh has Moses and Aaron brought back to negotiate on who will be allowed to go. Moses’ 
bottom line is that every person and every beast will go but Pharaoh nixes this and so the locusts 
devour all that is left in Egypt to eat. All breaks loose after the tenth and final plague, and the 
great exodus from Egypt commences. 
 

(5) Historic review:  In the story of our exodus from slavery in Egypt, the key to the story is God 
who takes a direct hand in saving the Children of Israel to whose founders – Abraham, Isaac and 
Jacob – He promised the land that lies northeast of Egypt.  The key characters are Moses and his 
older brother and mouthpiece, Aaron, and the leader of Egypt called Pharaoh. Nearly four 
millennia later, we know how the story turned out.  Under the leadership of Joshua, Moses’ 
successor, the Promised Land is taken by force, and the Children of Israel – as twelve tribes – 
settle the land and are ruled by their own kings, and are guided spiritually by a series of judges 
and prophets.  One group of Israelites in the north, known as the Kingdom of Israel, is later 
overwhelmed by Assyrians and eventually assimilated.  Today, we refer to them as the Lost Ten 
Tribes. 
 
The Tribe of Judah dominates the remaining tribes who are then overrun by the Babylonians, and 
Judean leadership is exiled there.  While in exile, they are permitted by the Babylonians, and 
later on by the Persians, to establish great schools of learning, but many others return to the 
former Judea and rebuild the Holy Temple of which a piece of the Western Wall remains today. 
 
The Romans destroyed the second Holy Temple in Jerusalem (which we mourn every year on 
Tisha B’Av) and drove most Judeans out of the Promised Land. We yearned for return to the 
land for nearly two millennia and little over a century ago began to return to the land in small 
groups from our Diaspora. After the annihilation of European Jewry (1942-45), the State of 
Israel was founded and for over 60 years the Jewish people have lived independently on much of 
the Promised Land. 
 
Pharaoh’s Egypt, an African country, came under the influence of Islam over 1000 years ago and 
is today the most populous of nearly two dozen Arab countries spread out over North Africa and 
Asia Minor.  Like the State of Israel, Egypt became independent in the mid-20th Century.  Prior 
to that, it – like Palestine – was part of the Ottoman Empire, which was on the losing side of 
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World War I.  England and France were on the winning side and dominated most of Africa and 
Asia after that war. Egypt was then under English influence as part of the Anglo-Egyptian-
Sudan.  When Egypt became independent, it followed the English government style with a 
constitutional monarchy.  King Farouk of Egypt was overthrown by a military coup nearly 60 
years ago.  Since then, three military leaders in succession have ruled Egypt.  The latest, Hosni 
Mubarak, ruled alone for 30 years, and hoped to be succeeded by his son. 
 

The reason Egypt is so important to us right now is because of all Arab states in 2011, Egypt is the 
one of only two that recognize and have official peace with the State of Israel. Since Egypt is a 
political leader among Arab states, its influence and example is important to many other nations who 
presently will not recognize or make peace with the only Jewish state.  We also pray for peace at 
each service we conduct at Yad Shalom.  The direction that the next government of Egypt takes 
could be critical to the future of Israel. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
We recently celebrated our annual Tu Bishevat Seder which - if you like delicious fresh/dried/canned 
fruit and shelled nuts - you really enjoyed tasting a wide variety on January 22, 2011. Stephen Gross 
beautifully read for us the Ten Commandments from the Torah scroll in the parshah named after 
Jethro, Moses’ father-in-law, who provided advice to our great lawgiver on how to run an effective 
judiciary system. 
 
We then had our second Friday night Shabbat Dinner and service in 5771, which will be followed by 
a Shabbat morning service on February 26.  For those of you who haven’t dry-cleaned your Purim 

costumes, we will celebrate the joyous festival of Purim at the Shabbat morning service on  
March 19.     Mark your calendar! 
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Congregation Yad Shalom 
invites  

you and your family to a 

Passover Seder 
 

 Tuesday, April 19, 2011   
               5:30pm 

Little Rocky Run Rec. Center #3   

13900 Stonefield Drive, 
Clifton, VA 20124 

 
      Cost: 

Yad Shalom Members      Non-members 
$25/adult    $30/adult 
$10/child under 13          $15/child under 13 

   Or max of $60/family           Or max of $75/family 
 

RSVP to yadshalom@yadshalom.com. 
           Payment due to: 

 Congregation Yad Shalom 
 P. O. Box 1557 

                         Centreville, VA 20122 
By April 15, 2011 

 
 

Let’s join together to celebrate Passover with friends, traditional  foods, 
prayers, and song in a warm and friendly environment. 
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ENTERTAINMENT 2011 IS HERE! 
 

$30 PER BOOK WHEN YOU BUY FROM CONGREGATION YAD SHALOM 
 

Please Contact Bob Lasken at blasken@yahoo.com to reserve your book or ask a question 
OR 

Just mail in your order with a check to: 
Congregation Yad Shalom 

P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 

 
Thank you for your support of Congregation Yad Shalom 

 
 

ADVERTISE WITH YAD SHALOM  
�
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Your Yad Shalom Board works hard 
for your interests.  They are: 
Front row (L-R):  
Mike Goldenzweig, Executive Vice 
President  
Fran Lasken, Vice President for 
Education  
Gloria Pioso, President 
 
Back Row: Jon Sunray, Past (Past) 
President  
Bob Lasken, Treasurer 
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and help us grow 

 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 

Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          ��������	
  
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
����������������������������� 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time with us 
in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our President, Lee 
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   

  P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 
 
Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ______________________ 

Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)  _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


