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Mishloach Manot to share with your family 

and friends……. 
 

HAPPY PURIM 
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March 2009 
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday Thursday Friday Saturday 

1 

  

2 

  

3 

  

4 

  

5 

  

6 

10th of Adar, 5769  
 י� באדר תשס�ט
5:49p Candle 
lighting 

7 

PURIM 
FESTIVAL AND 

SERVICE 
 

11th of Adar, 5769  
 י�א באדר תשס�ט
Shabbat Zachor  
 שבת זכור
7:20p Havdalah (72 min) 

8 

  

9 

13th of Adar, 
5769  
 �טי�ג באדר תשס
Ta'anit Esther  
 תענית אסתר

10 

14th of Adar, 
5769  
 י�ד באדר תשס�ט
Purim  
 פורים

11 

15th of Adar, 
5769  
 ט�ו באדר תשס�ט
Shushan Purim  
 שושן פורים

12 

  

13 

17th of Adar, 5769  
 י�ז באדר תשס�ט
6:56p Candle 
lighting 

14 

18th of Adar, 5769  
 י�ח באדר תשס�ט
Shabbat Parah  
 שבת פרה
8:27p Havdalah (72 min) 

15 

  

16 

  

17 

  

18 

  

19 

  

20 

SERVICE, 

8:00 PM, 

LRR #3 
24th of Adar, 5769  
 כ�ד באדר תשס�ט
7:03p Candle 
lighting 

21 

25th of Adar, 5769  
 כ�ה באדר תשס�ט
Shabbat HaChodesh  
 שבת החדש
8:34p Havdalah (72 min) 

22 

  

23 

  

24 

  

25 

  

26 

1st of Nisan, 
5769  
 א� בניסן תשס�ט
Rosh Chodesh 
Nisan  
 ראש חדש ניסן

27 

2nd of Nisan, 5769  
 ב� בניסן תשס�ט
7:10p Candle 
lighting 

28 

3rd of Nisan, 5769  
 ג� בניסן תשס�ט
8:41p Havdalah (72 min) 

29 

  

30 

  

31 
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Adar - Nisan 
5769 

March 2009 

YAD SHALOM 
  KIBBITZER 

      www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 

 

Schedule of Services  

MARCH  
Saturday, 7: Purim Festival & 

Service 

Friday, 20: Service, 8:00 PM, LRR #3 
 

APRIL  
Thursday, 9: Passover Seder 

Friday, 24: Service, 8:00 PM, LRR #3 
 

MAY  
Friday, 8: Service, 8:00 PM, LRR #3 

Saturday, 23: Service, 10:00 AM, 

LRR #3 
 
 

 

HAPPY MARCH 

BIRTHDAYS TO: 

7 – Samuel Golden 

8 – Joshua and Daniel 

Braunstein 

8 – Julia Pioso 

15  – Benjamin Pioso 

22 – Stephen Goldenzweig 

28 – Rebecca Pioso 

 

 

 

                    

 

Please remember that it is the tradition 
for members of the congregation to 
bring and snack and/or drink to share 
for our Oneg Shabbat after services.  
We thank you, as always, for your 
generosity. 

 

 

HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY HAPPY  MARCH MARCH MARCH MARCH ANNIVERSARY TO: ANNIVERSARY TO: ANNIVERSARY TO: ANNIVERSARY TO:    

15 – Stella and Ron Weisman 
31 – Phyllis and Norbert Zucker 

 



 4 

 
 
   
  
 
 
 
 
 
 
At the end of the opening parashah in the Book of Exodus, Moses is very disheartened.  After 
appearing with his brother Aaron in front of Pharaoh and perhaps giving his best speaking 
performance (Moshe Rabbeinu was very sensitive about his speech impediment), the Egyptian leader 
immediately increases the work load on his Israelite slaves who, in turn, berate Moses and ask him 
to leave them alone.  They tell him that their plight is bad enough without his interfering on their 
behalf with Pharaoh.   
 
God again promises the two brothers that not only will He (1) bring out (2) deliver (3) redeem and 
(4) take the Israelites out from Egyptian bondage but that He will also (5) bring them into the 
Promised Land.  (Note: The number 4 is a critical at the Passover Seder and a 5th cup of wine is 
reserved for Elijah.) To make sure that the Egyptians and everyone else sees who really is God of all, 
God tells Moses that He plans to harden Pharaoh’s heart and that after inflicting many punishments 
via the Ten Plagues, all people everywhere will learn that it is God who is really in charge. 
 
Let us review the Ten Plagues:   blood . . . frogs . . . vermin . . . wild beasts . . . cattle disease . . . 
boils . . . hail . . . locusts . . . darkness . . . death of the first-born. 
 
The second parashah of Exodus opens with the first plague, blood.  But Pharaoh’s guys can do 
blood, too.  Then comes the second plague of frogs, but here too, Pharaoh’s guys can replicate it.  
Then comes the plague of vermin, or what at our Seder table we call gnats.  When Pharaoh’s team 
could not replicate vermin, his advisors said that this plague was a sign of worse to come by 
predicting that “this is but the finger of God” (see Exodus 8:14). 
 
Not only that, but God made a distinction between the livestock of the Israelites and the livestock of 
the Egyptians so that the livestock belonging to the Israelites survive the plagues that affect animals.  
The Israelites and their livestock did not suffer from cattle disease and then (two plagues later) from 
the world’s worst hail ever, which had to have been obvious to the Egyptians who could see that 
while they were suffering terribly, their slaves residing in Goshen were free of any effect of these 
plagues.  So, the Egyptian people had to start thinking about the power of Moses’ God who is able to 
wreak havoc on the Egyptians while saving His people from these terrible plagues. 
 
After the plague of locusts Pharaoh’s courtiers begin to grumble openly.  How much longer do we 
have to put up with this?  Why won’t Pharaoh allow the Israelites to go out to worship their god as 
Moses keeps asking to?  Doesn’t Pharaoh realize that we are done for?  With this feedback from his 
own folk, Pharaoh then asks Moses and Aaron to come back after the plague of locust and begins to 

Chanting Along With Cantor 

Zucker 
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bargain on conditions for sending them out.  Who’ all is going to go on your holiday to celebrate 
your God?  What are they taking with them?  How far are they going to go?  (One can read 
Pharaoh’s mind here: are you guys really going to come back to work for us after we allow you to go 
out to worship God without a fight?)  But God continues to harden Pharaoh’s heart to the bitter end 
at which point, Pharaoh doesn’t merely allow them to leave – as had been requested by Moses and 
Aaron from the beginning – but he drives them out after the death of the first-born in every house in 
the Land of Egypt except the ones where the Israelites painted their doorposts with the blood of the 
Paschal lamb.  The Angel of Death literally ‘passed over’ these marked houses, which is why our 
holiday celebrating deliverance from Egyptian bondage is called “Passover”. 
 
But the miracle of the exodus from Egyptian bondage doesn’t just end with the Ten Plagues.  Soon 
after leaving, the former slaves are trapped at the Sea of Reeds.  Another great miracle occurs there 
where the Children of Israel, with their hundreds of thousands of people and flock and other animals, 
cross the Sea that is blocking them just as if crossing the road on dry land.  The Egyptian cavalry and 
army pursue them across the Sea but are then drowned therein.  No longer are there Egyptian troops 
to drag them back into slavery for the Children of Israel are a free people now. 
 
Moses, followed by Miriam and all the women, chanted famous poems and songs in praise of God.  
They also danced for joy.  They are about to head for Mount Sinai, there to receive the Ten 
Commandments and over a period of time, the rest of the Torah.  Little do they know that of all 
those Israelites who were part of the great exodus from the land of bondage, only two will survive 
forty years of wandering in the wilderness and eventually enter the Promised Land.  Even our 
fabulous leader and his brother and his sister are not able to enter.  However, the bones of Joseph 
(see Exodus 13:19) brought out of Egypt as promised to him on his deathbed, will eventually be 
reburied in the Promised Land not far from our founding fathers and mothers, Abraham and Sarah, 
Isaac and Rebecca, and Jacob and Leah. 
 
 - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
We have many exciting activities lined up this month at services.  Early on, we’ll be enjoying our 
annual green holiday a.k.a. Tu Bishevat or the Jewish New Year for Trees.  Soon thereafter, we’ll 
dress in costume and celebrate the very happy holiday of Purim. 
 

I look forward to seeing you on these occasions. 
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Shalom: 
     Congregation Yad Shalom had a very successful Brunch and a Show on Sunday February 15th.  I want to 
thank Gloria Pioso for working hard to make this happen.  As we discussed bringing the show out to 
Gainesville to provide Jewish related entertainment out to this area we had to overcome another obstacle that 
we had not realized existed.  Interestingly, the DC and MD based organizations that we were dealing with – 
one - did not know where Gainesville was and – two - did not realize that it was within the boundaries served 
by their organization.  So not only did we bring Jewish culture and entertainment out to the hinterlands of 
Gainesville we were educating our contacts that Jews actually are thriving in Western Fairfax and Northern 
Prince William counties.  The Marque at Heritage Hunt was an excellent venue and the staff wonderful.  I 
also want to send special thanks to Laurie, Mark, Daniel and Joshua Braunstein for working both as the set-up 
and clean-up crew at the event.  Our success was in large part to their hard work on the day of the event.  
Kudos also go out to everyone else who helped either before or after the event without being asked.  The 
success of this event means that we know that if we plan it you will come.  Expect more activities sponsored 
by Congregation Yad Shalom in the Gainesville/Haymarket area.  Toddah Rabbah 
     I W8 4GOD – I saw this license plate on a car while I was driving through Centreville in February.  Now I 
do understand why folks think this is a good thing even though the concept is not a Jewish one.  It did get me 
thinking about the message while driving to work and beyond.  Should we wait for Hashem to come?  How 
should we live our lives while waiting?  What would happen when God did come and what would He find? 
     I began thinking that living our lives as Hashem intended was much more important than just waiting for 
Him.  Hashem is with us at all times and knows our inner most thoughts and our every day actions.  Hashem 
has given us the Laws through the commandment and we are expected to follow them.  He allows us to have 
free-will.  Responsibility is ours but the knowledge is His.  So while we are waiting it is our actions that truly 
reflect on us.  We build the case that we deserve good things from Hashem.  And then I saw this one GOD 

BLZ .  I understood this sentiment and agreed with it.  But again I began contemplating the message 
and whether God would support the Democratic or Republican vision and goals?  Is the message reflective of 
general well being?  These vanity plates can make you think, especially as we crawl in rush hour traffic.  Is 
this God’s blessing or is there something else. 
     And then I saw this license.  GOD BLS U.  Having been in mental gymnastics over the first two plates I 
immediately thought that this was something for all of us.  And then I thought would God bless us for our 
unworthy thoughts like make me a millionaire or let the Redskins win all their games?  Am I trying to think 
too deep here or should I take the thought at face value?  I believe that with Hashem’s help we can succeed.  
It takes a lot of work on our part to do these things.  We as adults and our parents before us insisted that 
education and hard work would improve our lot in life.  But then I think of many friends, acquaintances and 
just folks having a hard time during this economic crisis.  This cannot be God’s blessing to them.  Then, 
during the Anna Shulman Show, Anna talks about no matter how poor we are, there is always someone worse 
off than us.  It is up to us to help them.  We need to live our life as Anna Shulman, helping others less 
fortunate and not thinking about being short changed because others have more.  Do acts of zedukkah.  Most 
of us think of zedukkah in terms of a monetary contribution.  Yet Anna showed us that providing a meal to 
those in need, shoveling a neighbor’s walk or lending a hand to fix something for a friend is also zedukkah.  
We can begin in our community and within our congregation.  Don’t wait for God, be like God.  It is our 
actions that count. 
     As Jews we patiently wait for the Messiah with the expectation that peace and order will follow his arrival.  
In the meantime LIV LK GOD 
Lee 

President’s Message 

Lee Oppenheim 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS FOR MARCH 
 

JEWISH GENEALOGY SEMINAR, SUNDAY, MARCH
 
8

TH 
This will be the second session on how to trace and prepare your family’s history.  Congregation 
Yad Shalom is offering a free mini-course in Jewish Genealogy, covering such topics as:  Genealogy 
in Your Own Backyard (gathering information from people, places, and things); Genealogy in the 
Community (using Resources in Fairfax County, Washington, D.C., and beyond to dig into your 
family roots); Technology and Jewish Genealogy (family matching through genetic testing and facial 
recognition; popular web-based genealogy programs; and genealogy packages for recording your 
family history).   This session will meet, as before, from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM at the Oppenheim's 
home in Gainesville, VA and will begin with a brunch.  The third session will be arranged at a later 
date.  Francine Lasken, our resident expert in this subject, will continue teaching the course.  Please 
RSVP to Yad Shalom at yadshalom@yadshalom.com or call us at 
703-579-6079 
 

THE YAD SHALOM BOOK CLUB 
Congregation Yad Shalom book club members met in January at Edit & Gabriel Braunstein’s house 
in Gainesville.  Rashi’s Daughters: Book I Joheved by Maggie Anton was discussed.  The fictional 
depiction of life with Rav Solomon ben Isaac (Rashi) in the 11th century C.E. was seen through the 
eyes of his daughter Joheved.  The group selected its next book – The Girl From Foreign by Sadia 
Shepard.  Pick up the book from your favorite book store or borrow a copy from the library and be 
prepared for our next book club meeting.  The time and place will be provided shortly.  All those 
interested need to contact Yad Shalom so our organizers can properly plan the discussion phase and 
arrange a convenient date to hold the discussion. RSVP to yadshalom@yadshalom.com or call us at 
703-579-6079. 
 

GAME NIGHT 
Last year pitted the gals versus the guys in games of imagination and daring.  Once again the 
Wiesman’s house will be the scene of this high adventure.  Bring your favorite game for all to play.  
Reserve March 14th starting at 7:00 PM for a chance to dazzle us with your acumen and mental 
agility.  Your admittance is a dessert or snack to share. 
 

PASSOVER SEDER 
Congregation Yad Shalom will host the second night Seder on April 9th.  Once again we will learn 
about how we were librated from bondage in the Land of Egypt and our Exodus.  Learn about the 
symbols of the holiday and join in as we recreate by words and deeds the true meaning of Passover.  
Book early to assure your seats at the table.  Please RSVP to us at yadshalom@yadshalom.com or 
call us at 703-579-6079. 
 
 

FEBRUARY YAHRZEITS 

We regret the omission of the Yahrzeit of Leona Bartell’s, husband, 

Harold, in the newsletter last month.  His yahrzeit was observed on the 

ninth of February 2009.  
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 

they help us serve the community and grow 
 

 
FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          THANK YOU! 
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
                              
 

YAD SHALOM GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE FOLLOWING 

GENEROUS DONATION MADE BY OUR CONGREGATION DURING 

THIS PAST MONTH 

 

In Memory of Phyllis Zucker’s Brother, by Nancy and Jerry Gordon 

In Honor of Stephen Goldenzweig's Engagement, by Janet and Lee Oppenheim  

 

 
                                                                                                      

 

 
  

MARCH YAHRZEITS – WE REMEMBER THEM 

2 – Mark Braunstein’s Mother, Ann Braunstein 

7 - Leona Bartell’s Father, Joshua Eisen 

8 – Nancy Gordon’s Cousin, Bernice Selib 

12 – Gabriel Braunstein’s Father, Leon Braunstein 

22 – Nancy Gordon’s Grandmother, Elizabeth Epstein 

24 – The Golden Family, Rosie Montiz 

25 – Ron Wiesman’s Father, Harold Wiesman 

31 – Leona Bartell’s Father-in Law, George Bartell 
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YOUR 2008-09 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 

Front row (L-R):  Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President  

Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 

Lee Oppenheim: President                        

Back row: (L-R): Robert Lasken, Treasurer  

                             Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 

      

       

Board of Directors 
 

Congregation Yad Shalom is pleased to welcome its newest members, 
Sharon and Peter Geltner, of Warrenton, VA, to our midst.  We 
extend them our warmth and friendship and know that they will find 
comfort and contentment here in their new religious home. 
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Membership Application 

 
We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Jon Sunray, at 703-378-1463.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


