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Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557

Centreville, VA 20122

(Ph) 703-579-6079
yadshalom@yadshalom.com
www.yadshalom.com




March 2007

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday
1 2 3
Ta'anit Esther Shabbat Zachor
7:16pHavdalah (72
min)
5:45p Candle
lighting
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
Purim Shushan Purim 5:52p Candle Shabbat Parah
lighting 7:23pHavdalah (72
min)
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
6:59p Candle
lighting
Shabbat
HaChodesh
8:30p Havdalah (72
min)
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
Rosh Chodesh 7:06p Candle 8:37pHavdalah (72
Nisan lighting min)
25 26 27 28 29 30 31
7:13p Candle Shabbat HaGadol
lighting 8:44pHavdalah (72

min)



Adar Nisan KIBBITZER

March 2007
www.yadshalom.com
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Please remember that it is the tradition for member s of the 4 5 6
congregation to bring and snack and/or drink to sha re for 6 8
our Oneg Shabbat after services. We thank you, as 7 #8 #5

always, for your generosity.




Congregation Yad Shalom
and

Shalom Jewish Children
invite
you and your family to a

Passover Seder

Tuesday, April 3, 2007
5:30pm

Little Rocky Run rec. center #3
13900 Stonefield Drive,
Clifton, VA 20124

Cost: $20/adult
and $10/child under 13
or max of $50/family

RSVP toyadshalom@yadshalom.com
Payment due to: Congregation Yad Shalom
P. O. Box 1557
Centreville, VA 20122
by March 30, 2007

Let’s join our families together to celebrate Pagso
with friends, traditional foods, prayers, and s®ng
in a warm and friendly environment.



One of my favorite movie characters is Dathan, gdblyy Edward G. Robinson in The Ten
Commandmentsl can see and hear Mr. Robinson, the movie ast@ering at our great teacher,
Moses, (played by Charlton Heston) every time sdmgtseems to go awry as the Children of Israel
leave Egypt on the way to Mount Sinai (to recelve Ten Commandments) and thence on to
conquer the Promised Land.

We recently read excerpts &mabbat Shiralwhich highlight the Song of the Sea (Exodi%s1-19)
sung by Moses and the Children of Israel. Thidnyoeas recited right after the miraculous parting
of the Sea of Reeds which resulted in Israel’'sgsdeom Pharaoh’s army, which then drowned in
the Sea soon after the Israelites traversed iif Y&alking on dry land” (Exodug4:29).

Several instances of Dathan and his fellow whiaeescited in th& orah portion read orshabbat
Shirah We start with all the people apparently trappetthe water's edge (Exodus!) and then
complaining to Moses (Exodus}:11-2) “. . . you took us out of Egypt only ios to now die here in
the wilderness? What did you do to us by takingutsof Egypt? Isn’t this exactly what we told
you back in Egypt so stop (inciting Pharaoh to maikelives even more miserable) already, and let
us serve Egypt for it's better for us to be slameSgypt than to die in the wilderness?”

Then comes the miraculous rescue of an entire peogbped at the Sea of Reeds followed by a
glorious paean to God for rescuing them from tlctles of Pharaoh and deliverance from the
Egyptians once and for all. Moses’ older sisteirjdh, follows right afterwards together with the
women folk with a song of her own.

In the very next verse (Exoda$:22) they can'’t find water to drink and what rathey do find is
bitter. The people complain to Moses who in tuiespout to God. God shows Moses how to
sweeten this bitter water with a tree, and agasuras that God will look after the people.

They then settle in at an oasis with several wllgater and many date palm trees. After resuming
their travels in Exodu&6, the people complain again to Moses, this albeut the lack of meat.

They recall how wonderful and plentiful all the maad bread they formerly enjoyed in Egypt, and
now they’re starving in the wilderness. God introés them to ‘manna’ which they would go out
and pick fresh every morning for the entire dag'sd supply. In the evening, low-flying edible

birds like quail were available to capture and eat.

Moses cautioned them to collect only enough maamaeet their needs but some people couldn’t
control themselves and collected more than necgssaich resulted in the unused manna rotting
since it could not be stored. And after Moses camaed them to pick double the amount of manna
on Friday to prepare f@habbatwhen it was forbidden to go out and pick sinds ttas considered
work not permissible o8habba), some people went out nonetheless to pick manrgabbatnd
found none. In closing out Chapter 16, Tlerah says that the Children of Israel ate manna



throughout their 40-year stay in the wildernes®ieethey started eating produce from the Promised
Land.

Exodusl7 commences with more complaints, again aboutnwal/e read about people taunting
Moses with “Why in the world did you bring us uptad Egypt to kill us, our children and our cattle
by thirst?” The usually even-tempered Moses gdttla Bntsy (can you blame him?) and in turn cries
out to God “What can | do with these people? Anyeraroblems and they’ll soon stone me!”
(Exodus17:4) Moses is then directed to take his stadf @m this occasion) strike a rock from which
will flow water. The place where this happenedaedMassahandMeribah (which mean trial and
quarrel) because the children of Israel tested G@#e whether God was really in their midst.

This was followed by a second military challengé¢h®e very existence of the people. The
Amalekites fought them soon after the above testvater atMassahandMeribahand the people led
by Moses’ protége, Joshua, defeated them by thedsvBut the people are warned by God that they
will have to fight against an enemy like Amalekewvery generation.

We are now very close to our joyous festivaPafim and our major adversary in the time of Queen
Esther and Mordecai was Haman who is identifiedraggagite, where Agag was a famous king of
the people called Amalek. In an earlier periodwf history, King Saul, was also challenged by
Amalek and after Saul was found wanting by the Revamuel in his battle tactics, he was
succeeded by his young competitor, King David.

There are many people out there today who makenedabout wanting to destroy all the Jewish
people, so God’s warning to us during the time ok has great significance to all of us right now.
The Holocaust of most of European Jewry only a-baiftury ago should remind us always that we
are periodically in mortal danger, and thus mustai vigilant against all threats to our existease

a people.




Shalom:

| recently attended a Jewish Federation of Graateshington meeting on ways to engage and retain
members of the congregation. Many of the Washimgtea congregations were represented at the
meeting. The usual reasons for fellow Jews nastmciate with a congregation or drop out of sygago
membership were given. The usual suspects weeel isnot a priority at this time, don’'t need a
synagogue until the kids require Hebrew schooldeéin finally bnai mitzvoth, costs too much, kids a
left home, I'm not knowledgeable enough about Jewdsy and practices, synagogue is too impersonal,
time commitment, etc. The discussion was to pmvig with successful methods of reaching new
members and retaining our current ones. Durirggdiscussion one representative stated that ptymari
congregations were a business with fixed costetercand in essence in competition for members with
each of the other congregations. | was new togtigp and did not respond, that's my introveresid
winning out, but | disagreed one hundred percetti this statement.

A synagogue’s focus has to be on Judaism. If windbwell then members will come to our door and
ask to be letin. Maybe it is easy for Congregati@ad Shalom to have this attitude as we do no¢ lilag
building, school, and rabbi expenses that neee toolvered. We dream of a building, school, and a
permanent Rabbi. We dream of a membership inuherieds, not tens because we know that Western
Fairfax/Loudon and Prince William Counties havefisignt Jewish families to support several
congregations. So what is lacking, what is missivag many Jewish families do not want to affiliate
Look at all of the reasons in the first paragramheixcuses.

Now think about a Jewish family that you know tlsatorefrum than you, one that has willing
participation from every member. The bubby andyzsalse taken the time to teach prayers, tradition,
practices, and observances to their children nafdys room instruction but by implementing them in
their daily lives. The parents continue this pictvith their children from birth. Judaism is ptiaed as
a priority in their lives. The children learn hetfeet of their parents, grandparents and extefawitly.
Think of thisfrum family you know - is not Judaism an everyday haype for them. | think it is
because Judaism is a priority in their lives, pcact not as an inconvenience but as a blessing.

Our children learn from us every day. Think of tiberes we mumble about having to obsekashrutor
observe Shabbat or some other Jewish practioattshing the World Series more important than
attending Yom Kippur services in your householdhaivmessage are we sending our children in the
present but more importantly what are we doindnefuture generations of Judaism.

Can congregations increase membership, certainlipdgin at home and with your children. Teach them
the joy of Judaism, in all its aspects. Do it with and gladness in your heart. Recently my sahlas
family visited us from Israel. Every day my sorddns wifedavinedin front of the two boys. The oldest
at two and half years old already has a siddurtibatses. Ten minutes to thank Hashem for allvilast

is and will be in our lives. On Shabbat they ssoggs and danced. Already the oldest boy looked
forward to Shabbat as a time to $a&gdish sing, dance, and finally halxavdalahservice at the
conclusion of Shabbat.

I’'m not asking each of you to all of a sudden beed@habadrum, just make time in your busy lives to
practice Judaism more. Make it willingly. Makenith joy in your heart. Make sure your childrexes
that it is a joy. Help frame their lives that Jsiha becomes the priority in their lives. Then
congregations will not have a problem retaining hera as their willingness to be a part of Jewifgh li
will have been engrained into them from their estlirecollections. And it will be a joy to themduer.

B’shalom,
Lee



My Aliyah To Israel by Jon Sunray

In January | visited Israel or the first time. é&ftmany years of saying, "next year in Jerusalérfifially
happened. My visit was inspired by an opportutdtielp Israel after last summer's war. Organkned
the Washington Jewish Federation this was a urogpertunity to visit a land that | have prayed abou
and prayed for, and, at the same time, to get ¢ovkihe people of Israel by working with them.

| began my journey in Jatam, a city much larger than | expected. | wasdw
by Jerusalem's vibrant combination of history, igyatity, politics, and modern
achievements. The new surrounds the old, butltheeems to dominate the new.

Soldiers that | saw at Western Wall showed their reverence for Judaism and
reflected the commitment necessary to protect $udand Israel. | was amazed
at the soldiers | saw across Israel carried thansgvith them wherever they go,
even to their homes because they cannot let treapons out of their sight at any
time.

Political tensions wered®ant by the visible security wall built to prevent
terrorists from entering. | also met a young Abaly who offered to show me
around the Old City. While we were walking insuitsre thrown at him by a
young Jewish religious boy who said my young Aralilg was "evil" and an
enemy who could not be trusted. These experienees real reminders of the
conflict we read about from a distance.

On my second day in Israatet the other three people on the mission, ath wh
were from the Washington DC area - a lawyer, optasteand a neurosurgeon.
We traveled to the northern coastal city of Akkstjnorth of Haifa, and about 15
miles from the Lebanese border.

Our first service activitwolved helping several families on a nearby mesha
(an agricultural cooperative) with the pruning leéit olive trees. The olives had
not grown yet but avocados and bananas abounteds iwonderful to see so
many trees! Wevere told that many of the field hands moved awagnfthe
northern part of Israel during the war, and many het returned. The week we
were at the moshav, workers as far away as Thavaand arriving.

As | cleared the overgroslive branches, it seemed wrong but | was told it
really was the right thing to do. The soil wasriand as | cleared the brush, it

Israel.

In addition to working dmetmoshav, we packed hundreds of bags of produce
and canned goods at a food bank. We also vidietidspital in Nahariya, which
suffered a direct hit from a missile. We learnewvtihe staff handled the crisis
by continuing their caring medical work in an urgteund hospital center. We
visited the Magen David paramedic dispatch cemtbere we gave blood. We
learned from the staff that for every physical igjtrom missiles, there were



many more psychological traumas from over thirtysdaf on-and-off air raid
sirens and evacuations to shelters.

On a side trip to a fonestarr the town of Zefat, we encountered a busload of
yeshiva boys from Jerusalem. They had come tgy/Stadchh at midnight near the
burial site of several famous rabbis. Under adless, star lit sky, they set up a
generator for light and music, and danced withtgma Of course, we joined
them and had a great experience.

One of the must-see siekko is a Tunisian synagogue, the most impresisive
have ever seen. It features seven arks with babyHnoused Torahs. Another
distinction is that every wall and ceiling is cogemwith mosaics formed from
small tiles, and depicting scenes from the Bilile, Holocaust, and of modern
Israel.

Another impressive expeceiccurred during a visit to one of the centeas th
educate and socialize the Ethiopian immigrantgemta and children are taught
Hebrew and about Israel, how to adapt to the moderid, and learn new
skills. The children were quick to learn. Just a few wdekere we saw them
many only knew a simple rural life in modest hutsy we saw them learning
Hebrew and learning new games on a computer.

The culmination of an emafl and enlightening week was a restful shabbat in
the home of a host family in a Yemini communityatiended a Shabbat morning
service and, of course, there was no English spbikeamyone. One of the young
boys handed me a small prayer book written in Bhdior the American military,
and dated 1943. | was very appreciative of thigge because my father was in
the Army Air Forces at that time, and | devoted atfy® serving in the Air
Force for many years as well.

Although | was away for oalyveek, | felt like | had been gone for many weeks
when | returned home. My first aliyah to IsraeVgane fabulous memories, and
it permitted me to help Israel in a way that wasmegfully different than
anything else | have done.

Jerusalem — OldyCit Jerusal€oday




Soldiers at the Western Wall

Temple

Rosh Hanikra, Israel — Lebanon Border

Jon On Tractor

Tunisian Synagogue
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some
time with us at our religious services and social events. If you have any questions please call
703-579-6079 or visit us at www.yadshalom.com. And if you would like to join us, GREAT!
Please mail this application to:

Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Birth date (mm/dd/yy) Work Phone

Adult Birth date (mm/dd/yy) Work Phone

Wedding Anniversary

Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Yarzheit (Name(s) and Date(s))

Please select one of the following:

First year membership for families and individuals: $180

Family Membership (couple with children under 18 years of age): $700

Couple Membership (with no children under 18 years of age): $600

Family Individual Membership: (Single parent with child(ren) under 18 years of age): $500

Individual Membership: $400

Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad
Shalom as well)

Please contact our President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079, if you would like to discuss any
financial accommodations.
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Board of Directors

MEET YOUR 2006-07 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
703-579-6079
Front row (L-R): Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice Psalent
Judy Lynn Green, Setary
Sheila Fruman, Treasurer
Back row: (L-R): Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President
Lee Oppenheim: President

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom THANK YOU!

P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 2012
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