Yad Shalom spends PURIM in costumed fun. Won't you come and join us?

Congregation Yad Shalom
P.0O.Box 223809

Chantilly, VA 20154

(Ph) 703-802-8901
yadshalom@yadshalom.com
www.yadshalom.com
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< “Shalom Jewish Children”
© $%=484& $$;. $$ A monthly Shabbat morning program for
%3&44 >5 677 young children with Eema or Abba
$% =@&1 8 8 $>"
$ ( (! 2 Date Program
$% AB&*9 / I1 March 11, 2006 Purim
* *April 1, 2006 Passover
|
c; s . *May 20, 2006 Shavuot
C *June 3, 2006 Outdoor service and
D 1" & celebration
* These are the days when Shalom Jewish
$ Children will be followed by Shabbat serviceg
EB4 C$ - at 10:00am. Please feel free to stay.
# ! %2 *  All programs will meet at 9:00 am in Rec
1 & Center #3 in Little Rocky Run, unless noted
: % -* - otherwise.
' § % )5I *  Please dress appropriately in honor of
' ' Shabbat.
D ) 5 # *  Each program costs $5. You can pay $50
c ' % D for the year.
1) -" Please send a check payable to:
# - Congregation Yad Shalom and note on
memo line: “Shalom Jewish Children”
5 Please mail to:
_ Congregation Yad Shalom
$% =& % P.O. Box 223809
=4&44 % >5 677 Chantilly, VA 20154
; $% A3& Cc ! * Contact Gloria Pioso at (703) 802-8091 or

< F <:- G </ %
3844 % >5 67°?

vadshalom@yadshalom.com for more
information.
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We recently celebrated Tu Bishvat (Jewish Arbor Day) with a magnificent Seder organized by Lee
Oppenheim, and held it on Shabbat Shirah whose Torah portion states that Pharaoh chased the Children
of Israel out of Egypt. All during Moses’ many visits to Pharaoh to request that the Hebrew slaves be set
free to go out to worship God in freedom, Pharaoh would either refuse outright (see Exodus 5:2) or God
would harden Pharaoh’s heart (see Exodus 7:3) and Pharaoh would then renege on his earlier
commitment to free them (see Exodus 8:11). At first, Moses was frustrated by Pharaoh’s behavior but
God told Moses that not only would Pharaoh let the Children of Israel leave — he would indeed drive them
out of Egypt (see Exodus 6:1).

Sure enough, after the final plague, the Children of Israel had to leave Egypt in the middle of the night in a
great hurry (see Exodus 12:29-36). We know that the bread they were baking did not even have time to
leaven, which is why we eat matzah or unleavened bread during Passover (see Exodus 12:34). But
instead of heading east towards the Sinai wilderness and thence north towards Canaan, they went south
and before long got stuck at a body of water. We are talking about over one-half million males of military
age (603,550 were counted in the first census of the Children of Israel in Numbers 1:46) and if you include
the women, and boys and girls and the elderly, there is now a humungous group of some 2-3 million
humans trapped at the Sea of Reeds.

All the naysayers — like Dathan, a biblical character so marvelously played by Edward G. Robinson in the
classic movie by Cecil B. Demille called The Ten Commandments — are sneering and saying things like:
“Why did you deliver us from Egyptian slavery, Moses, so that we could die in the wilderness?” and
“Better that we remained slaves in Egypt than to die here!” (see Exodus 14:11-2). Moses, our leader and
greatest Teacher, pleads for patience and assures all who will listen that God will fight for the Children of
Israel. Meanwhile, Pharaoh’s network reports to their Commander-in-chief that the Children of Israel are
trapped at the Sea of Reeds. Pharaoh senses a dramatic change in momentum and mounts an
expeditionary force to smash his former slaves.

God indeed does fight for the Children of Israel by sending down a great miracle. The wind causes the
Sea of Reeds to split into left and right walls of water and millions of men, women, children, cattle, wagons
and whatnot traverse the sea — “as if on dry land” says the text in the Book of Exodus. This expression
that the Children of Israel crossed a body of water as if they were walking on dry land has always

intrigued me. | was trained in civil engineering, studied soil mechanics and focused on transportation. |
have always found this particular miracle . .. well . . . miraculous!!! | can anticipate wind currents and
gravitational effects from heavenly bodies to hold back water temporarily. But for a body of water to
become dry very suddenly and then have its surface transformed to one that is hard enough to support a
host of people, beasts and wheeled vehicles without slowing them down as if in mud is not within my
realm of engineering imagination . . . unless it is a miracle.

Pharaoh saw his chance to gain the upper hand after ten plagues on his nation. If a huge population of
people, beasts and caravans can get across the Sea of Reeds, then surely his skilled charioteers with fast
horses and top-of-the-line vehicles can scoot across the same dry land, catch up to the largely on-foot
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civilians, and then chop them up into pieces. But, we know what happened. After the last senior citizen,
the last goat and the last chicken made it safely across the Sea of Reeds to the other side ... no more
hard surface . . . no more dry land . . . just churning water that drowned all of Pharaoh’s pursuing army,

horses and charioteers and all. Not one was left (see Exodus 14:28).

After this great miracle, Moses and the Children of Israel sang a great song/poem to God in thanks and
gratitude for saving them from the Egyptian cavalry. We sing selections from this song/poem each time
we meet at Shabbat services whether at Friday evening services or Shabbat morning services when we
declare in song:

Mi cha-mo-cha ba-ei-lim, Adonai? Mi ka-mo-cha neh-dar ba-ko-desh, no-ra t’hi-lot, o-sei feh-leh?

Who is like You, Eternal One, among the gods that are worshipped?
Who is like You, majestic in holiness, awesome in splendor, doing wonders? (see Exodus 15:11).
And then further along in the Song of the Sea of Reeds, where Moses continues with:

Adonai yim-loch I'o’'lam va-ed!
The Eternal will reign for ever and ever! (see Exodus 15:18).

We will again celebrate our Festival of Passover which was first celebrated by our ancestors over 3,000
years ago. Would you believe that the holiday has four different names as in four questions, four cups of
wine and four types of children? In addition to Passover/Pessach, it is also called (2) the Festival of
Matzos, (3) the Spring Festival (about which | wrote earlier in discussing Jewish lunar months and solar
years) and (4) the Season of our Freedom.

Without freedom, we cannot celebrate — as we do together at Yad Shalom — our Sabbaths and Holy Days.
Without freedom, we cannot plant trees of our choice and eat the fruits thereof, or declare a New Year for
Trees a.k.a. Tu Bishvat (the 15" day in the Jewish month of Shvat). Without freedom, we can’t name our
children after Jews who lived in earlier times like Sarah, Rebecca, Leah, Rachel, Miriam, Deborah,
Hannah, Esther, Jacob, Joseph, Benjamin, Dan, Joshua, David, Jonathan, Michael, Daniel and so many
others from a pantheon of nearly four millennia of Jewish history.

Every Shabbat during the Friday evening Kiddush, we commemorate two major events: (1) creation, when
after six days God rested on the seventh day, and hence so do we by observing Shabbat and (2) exodus
from Egypt, whereby former slaves became an independent people (again) and went out into the world
with a message for humanity. The message, as the immortal Rabbi Hillel said, is to “Love your fellow as
yourself: | am the Lord” (see Leviticus 19:18). Everything else in the written (Torah) law or unwritten law
(Talmud), Rabbi Hillel taught us, is just commentary. In other words: First, be a mensch, a decent human
being. Everything else that you hear about Judaism is secondary.

Phyllis and | had a marvelous time celebrating a de  licious Tu Bishvat seder with the Yad Shalom
family and its friends recently.

See you’ all at the Purim party on March 10!
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Shalom to all,

During a Shabbat service, the rabbi noticed a young boy moving his lips in apparent prayer but he could
not make out the words. The boy did not seem to be following the service so the rabbi became curious.
As he strained to hear what the boy was saying he perceived the boy to be repeating the aleph bet over
an over again. After the service the rabbi went up to him, and after wishing him a good Shabbos, he
politely asked why he appeared to be reciting all the letters of the alphabet. The boy replied, "Rabbi, | am
not educated in the ways of the right prayers, but | know the letters, and so | recite them and ask G'd to
assemble the prayers in the way they should be done."

We each approach our relationship with G'd and with Judaism in different ways. | don't believe G'd
weighs who does more or who does less; what is important is the "quality time" one applies

towards strengthening Judaism within oneself and within the community. Every measure of

involvement in a religious observance, a religious service, or a Jewish community event reaps greater
measures of benefit in return. Whatever good we choose to do, and whatever contribution we choose to
make, G'd will notice in a positive way.

During February, we saw several measures of Yad Shalom's community and Jewish spirit. We extend our
many thanks to the Bystran's for hosting the Super Bowl party. Also, "thank you" to all the members and
friends of Yad Shalom who contributed to and celebrated at our Tu B'Shevat service. A special thanks
goes to the children of Shalom Jewish Children for their Tzedaka boxes and seed plantings.

Please set your calendars for additional celebrations and events during March and early April. Our festive
Purim service and party (don't forget to dress up!) will be on Friday, March 10th. Our adults’ night out
dinner will be on Sunday, March 19th. Joshua and Daniel Braunstein will celebrate their Bar Mitzvahs on
March 25th. The Yad Shalom community is welcome to attend this celebration and the Kiddush that
follows at Congregation Adat Reyim. And a short week thereafter we will have our Pesah Seder on April
1st.

So come, participate and celebrate with the Yad Shalom community. We look forward to seeing you!

Jon Sunray
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WHO’S WHO AT YS

THIS MONTH WE GET TO KNOW TWO MORE OF OUR FAMILY. ISN'T THIS JUST SO MUCH FUN? ARE
YOU BECOMING MORE FAMILIAR WITH EVERYONE? THIS MON TH WE LEARN ABOUT....

* * O

Name: Benjamin Adam Braunstein

Place of Birth: Fairfax Hospital (Falls Church, VA)

Where | grew up and have lived: Northern Virginia in Centreville
Occupation: 9th grade student, Westfield High School

Things | like to do for fun and enjoyment: Basketball, hang out with friends.

Something | always dreamed of doing is: Going on a cruise.

One of my most memorable Jewish experiences: My Bar Mitzvah (in April
2004).

Favorite movie and book: "Halloween 4" (movie), "Crash" (book).

Something about me that others may not know but | would like to share: | like cars and motorcycles.

5 * 55

Place of Birth: | was born in NYC. (Beth Israel Hospital).

Where | grew up and have lived: | lived in Brooklyn until marriage, when |
moved to Ithaca, NY, at Cornell University, where my husband was a
student. Later, time with the military took me around the world.

Occupation: | am a bookkeeper by trade.

Things | like to do for fun and enjoyment: | love reading and being on
the computer. (remember when | hated it?)

Something | always dreamed of : | always wanted to be skinny.

One of my most memorable Jewish experiences: My wedding was so very Jewish and special.
(I was married in 1954).

Favorite movie and book: | loved The Red Tent and March of the Penguins

Something about me that others may not know but | would like to share: | am really quite shy.
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some
time with us in our religious services and/or social events. If you have any questions, please
call our President, Jon Sunray, at (703) 802-8091. And if you would like to join us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and submit to: Congregation Yad Shalom, PO Box
223809, Chantilly, VA 20153

Adult Birthdate (mol/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Birthdate (mo/yr)
Work Phone
Anniversary

Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:
Family Membership: $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of
age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under
18 years of age)

Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under
18 years of age)

Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad

Shalom as well)

Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-
Jewish partner)

| am interested but need more information. Please contact me.
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Board of Directors

President Immediate Past Executive Vice President
Jon Sunray President Susan Bloom
Mike Goldenzweig

Treasurer Secretary Vice President of
Evelyn Bystran Susan Goldenzweig Religious Observances
Lee Oppenheim

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

ADDRESS:
MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?
Send acknowledgment to: Name
Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 223809
Chantilly, Virginia 20153

THANK YOU!




