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WELCOME EVERYONE TO JUNE AND THE BEGINNING OF SUMMER 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com 
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Will you be sitting in your yard, sipping iced tea and reading a good book?  Will you be hiding 
from the heat and staying indoors doing your favorite hobbies – jigsaw puzzles, crossword 
puzzles, handcrafts, Sudoku, work on your “honey do” list, take a family vacation, take a 
vacation without the family……………there is a myriad of things to occupy your time in June 
July and August.  Whatever you do, remember to have a wonderful time and enjoy every 
day…….life is what you make it…..choose to smile and be happy – you’ll find it’s contagious. 
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28th of Iyyar, 5771�
Yom Yerushalayim�

� �

��

� �

1st of Sivan, 
5771�
Rosh Chodesh 
Sivan�
8:12p Candle 
lighting�

� ��������
��
������
��
���
��������
�����
��������
���������� �������������
����
���
�����
��
���
����
������ �

�

� �

��

� �

��

� �

5th of Sivan, 5771�
Erev Shavuot�
8:14p Candle 
lighting�
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6th of Sivan, 5771�
Shavuot I�
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7th of Sivan, 5771�
Shavuot II�
9:46p Havdalah (72 
min)�
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8th of Sivan, 
5771�
8:16p Candle 
lighting�
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9th of Sivan, 5771�
9:47p Havdalah (72 
min)�
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�� 15th of 
Sivan, 5771�
8:19p Candle 
lighting�

�� 16th of Sivan, 
5771�
9:49p Havdalah (72 
min)�
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22nd of Sivan, 
5771�
8:21p Candle 
lighting�
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23rd of Sivan, 5771�
9:51p Havdalah (72 
min)�
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Iyyar - Sivan 

5771 
June 2011 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS TO: 
 

7 – Aileen Fields 
18 – Susan Gross 
22 – Susan Bloom 

24 –Jonathan Lasken  

 

 

 

Please remember that it is the tradition 
for members of the congregation to bring 

a snack and/or drink to share for our 
Oneg Shabbat after services.  We thank 

you, as always, for your generosity. 
  

 

HAPPY JUNE ANNIVERSARY 
TO: 

2 – Janet and Lee Oppenheim 
10 – Sheila and Jon Sunray 

11 – Evelyn and Dan Bystran 
25 – Susan and Michael Goldenzweig 
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After our wonderful Friday evening Shabbat dinner in early May, we recited some supplementary 
readings to commemorate both Holocaust Memorial Day and Israel Independence Day.  Stephen 
Gross played for us on his iPod a lovely rendition of the El Molei Rachamim memorial prayer sung 
by Cantor Azi Schwartz.  From there, we sang the Kabbalat Shabbat service and selections from the 
Friday evening Shabbat service and then went directly to the weekly Torah portion of Emor in 
Leviticus 21:1-24:23. 
 
Emor provides us with a review of the fixed times and sacred occasions throughout the Jewish 
calendar.  It begins with the weekly Sabbath and then fixes the days for all the other sacred 
occasions. The Paschal lamb is offered on the 14th day of the first month of the Jewish year, called 
Nissan, followed on the 15th day with the Feast of Unleavened Bread, or Matzah, for 7 days. The 
first and seventh days of Passover are fixed as sacred occasions, when no work is done and special 
sacrifices were brought to the Temple. Things are beginning to grow in the fields so starting on the 
second day of Passover, they brought daily meal offerings (the Omer) for 7 full weeks and on the 
50th day, declared another sacred occasion called Festival of Weeks, or Shavuot. 
 
Starting with the Festival of Passover which must be celebrated in the Spring – a seasonal 
requirement that determined the design of the Jewish calendar with 12 lunar months annually 
adjusted with seven leap months every 19 years so that Passover always falls in the Spring – we have 
either a late Spring or early Summer first fruits sacred occasion on Shavuot and then no similar 
obligation until the Fall. The first day of the seventh month, called Tishre, is the next sacred 
occasion of Rosh Hashanah, soon followed on the tenth day of Tishre with a Day of Atonement, 
followed only five days later with a festival (of gathering the year’s final harvest) where the first and 
eighth days are sacred occasions. The first seven days of Sukkot are beautified with four kinds of 
growth coming from citron, palm, myrtle and willow trees. We are also told to dwell in huts called 
Sukkot during this sacred occasion to relive the nomadic 40-year journey from slavery in Egypt to 
ultimate entry to the Promised Land. 
 
After destruction of the Second Temple in Jerusalem by the Romans in the year 70 CE, the 
opportunity to offer sacrifices in a central location was gone, and the leadership of the Jewish people 
began to shift from the Priests and Levites (who administered the Temple) to the Rabbis (who were 
developing the Talmud). Some of the sacred occasions cited in Leviticus took on several new 
themes. For example, to the original first fruits theme of Shavuot was added the significance of the 
giving of the Torah itself at Mount Sinai on the festival of Shavuot.  The eighth day of Sukkot, called 
Shmini Atzeret, now became another time of celebration of the Torah known as Simhat Torah. 
Remember that Rabbis are respected and sought out for their knowledge of Torah, not for 
administering animal sacrifice in the Temple. 
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So as the Jewish people - after losing their independence and their country following two brutal wars 
with Rome - adapted to new circumstances, their calendar remains as stated in Emor but the 
emphasis on various aspects of the sacred occasions prescribed in Leviticus are modified to begin to 
accommodate a people without a land, living as a minority in countries with other dominant 
religions.  A few new holidays or sacred occasions not mentioned in the Torah were added to the 
existing calendar.  The eight-day festival of Chanukah celebrated a miracle of light for a 
rededication of the Second Temple in 166 BCE by the Judeans who overthrew their Syrian Greek 
rulers who denied them the practice of Judaism. Another example of a new holiday is Purim 
commemorating when the King of Persia was first persuaded by his prime minister to permit the 
destruction of Persian Jewry but then relented and permitted the Jews to defend themselves as urged 
by his Jewish Queen Esther and the influential Mordecai.  
 
The story of Chanukah took place in the Promised Land but Purim took place outside the Promised 
Land. Jews who live outside the Promised Land can empathize more readily with Jews who must 
endure the hatred of a powerful Haman, while the Jews in today’s Israel can associate better with the 
military feats of the Maccabbees overcoming the heavily armed Syrian Greeks. 
 
The expulsion of Jews from Spain (1492) caused a massive dispersion of Sephardic Jews to other 
countries in Europe, to North Africa and to the Americas.  The Holocaust (1942-5) resulted in a 
nearly total destruction of centuries of Jewish civilization throughout Europe.  The establishment of 
an independent Jewish homeland in Israel (1948) created a successor center of Judaism.  
 
We now observe several new sacred occasions that commemorate both the Holocaust and the new, 
reborn Jewish state. Every year during the month of Nissan – which was specifically selected 
because the revolt by the Jews of the Warsaw Ghetto against their Nazis murderers began on 
Passover – we recall all the Jews murdered by the Nazis and their eager European helpers during 
World War II. The Nazis were so fastidious in the recordkeeping of their heinous, genocidal acts that 
we don’t have to look hard for records but today we have to make sure they don’t get “lost” as 
Holocaust deniers hinder efforts to memorialize the well-documented genocidal capabilities of 20th 
Century Europe. 
 
The State of Israel, 63 years old on May 9, has instituted several sacred days during which the entire 
country participates in the patriotic celebration of its birth.  Influenced by the Jewish religious 
tradition of simultaneously recalling some bad with the good, e.g. breaking a glass during a joyous 
wedding ceremony, Israel dedicates the day preceding Israel Independence Day with an Israel 
Remembrance Day. From our experience in the United States, we are very familiar with celebrating 
our independence from Great Britain on July 4th or the Glorious Fourth. We’re also familiar with 
setting aside Memorial Day at the end of May to specifically honor those who sacrificed their all so 
that our country might live. I see these two American holidays reflected this way in today’s Israel 
which celebrates its independence while also remembering the people who gave their all in its 
founding so that the State of Israel might survive. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
We are fortunate to have a skilled and knowledgeable Torah reader like Stephen Gross who 
volunteers to read to us our Torah scroll during our study of the Torah at services. I look forward to 
Stephen reading again at our next service on May 21. Stephen survived the Holocaust; he was 
imprisoned at Bergen-Belsen Concentration Camp as a child. 
 
The Yad Shalom service following May 21 will be in Ellanor C. Lawrence Park on Shabbat 
morning, June 4.  We call this outdoor service, Torah Amongst the Trees. 
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Your Yad Shalom Board works hard 
for your interests.  They are: 
Front row (L-R):  
Mike Goldenzweig, Executive Vice 
President  
Fran Lasken, Vice President for 
Education  
Gloria Pioso, President 
 
Back Row: Jon Sunray, Past (Past) 
President  
Bob Lasken, Treasurer 
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PHOTOGRAVURE   
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and help us grow 

 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 

Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          ��������	
  
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
����������������������������� 
 

EDITOR’S NOTE:  It has been my pleasure to put out this newsletter for many years now and, while I 
have enjoyed doing it, I feel it is time to give someone else the opportunity to put it together.  You should 
know that this newsletter is a compilation of all articles, information and pictures sent to the editor by the 
15th of the month by the Board and anyone in the congregation who would like to contribute.  It holds the 
congregation together by supplying everyone with Yad Shalom’s happenings for the next month.   
So, PLEASE consider taking over this job – it doesn’t really require a great many computer skills and 
will bring you much pleasure knowing you are helping the congregation.  Please call Jon Sunray or email 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com and let him know you are interested in helping. 
 
PS: The newsletter is not published in July and August, so watch your e-mail for future happenings. 
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PLEASE SUPPORT OUR ADVERTISERS – THEY SUPPORT US! 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time with us 
in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our President, Gloria 
Pioso at 703-579-6079.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   

  P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 
 
Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ______________________ 

Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)  _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


