hiatus of The Kibbitzer. Your
Board wishes you a wonderful
summer and wants to remind you to
watch your e-mail for the exciting
Yad Shalom events going on
throughout July and August. We'll
see you again as we prepare for
5771.

Once again, summer begins with the
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Sunday | Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
1 2 3 4 5
8:13p Candle (9:43p
lighting Havdalah (72
min)
6 7 8 9 10 11 12
8:17p Candle |Rosh Chodesh
lighting Tamuz
9:47p
Havdalah (72
min)
13 14 15 16 17 18 19
1st of Tamuz, 5770 8:19p Candle 9:50p
Rosh Chodesh Tamuz lighting Havdalah (72
min)
20 21 22 23 24 25 26
8:21p Candle (9:51p
lighting Havdalah (72
min)
27 28 29 30




Sivan - Tamuz
5770

KIBBITZER

June 2010

www.yadshalom.com
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com
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HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS TO:

7 — Aileen Fields

18 - Susan Gross

22 — Susan Bloom
24 — Jonathan Lasken

Please remember that it is the tradition
for members of the congregation to
bring and snack and/or drink to share
for our Oneg Shabbat after services.
We thank you, as always, for your
generosity.

Happy .




On a recent Friday night after a wonde@hlabbatevening meal, we studied briefly from the last two
parashotof LeviticuscalledBehar-Bechukotai In Behar, we learned about the Sabbatical Year and the
Year of the Jubilee. Not only is every member effdimily required to rest on the weekly Sabbath day
but non-Jewish servants and staff and our beagtsrden must also rest &@hnabbatAll key parts of an
agricultural society rested all day, every weeklmnSabbath. In addition to the weekly Sabbath, th
family, its servants and animals also rested orrafays when work was prohibited in therahsuch as
on PassovelPessach, Shavuot, Rosh Hashanah, Yom Kippur araSuc

The land itself is also required to rest every séver Sabbatical Year (Levitic#5:4). It’'s as if the land
given to us through the promise God made to Abrahsaac and Jacob is personified. It should rest o
the seventh year just as we are required to regteoseventh day of the week. The farmers of |skaee
not to till the soil or allow anyone to do so oerittbehalf. One commentary states that just as the
freedom of the individual was a fundamental priteipf theTorah so was the freedom of the land from
the absolute ownership of Children of Israel.

Since the farmers were proscribed from tilling/sogégathering after year No. 6 in the Sabbaticalegyc
the Torah says that year No. 6 will be especiaiiile for up to three years so that farmers waé
enough to eat for years No. 6 and 7 and until #tbeging of crops in year No. 8 (LeviticBS:21). This
exceptional fertility of the land can be comparathwhe double portion ahannawhich was to be
gathered (during 40 years in the wilderness folt@ithe exodus from Egypt) on Friday to suffice
throughShabbatince nanannafell on Shabbatecause picking it up was considered work and not
permissible. Outside observers of the agricultscahe in the land of Israel and its Sabbatical Yiesy
have thought our agricultural forefathers were Jdmyt we know the result of an entire year of taeste
every seven was a more fertile land.

In addition to the Sabbatical year for the landrgweven years, there was a special Year of thieedub
after seven Sabbatical years or after 7 times4Bgrears. On year No. 50, immediately following th
seventh Sabbatical, all land property revertedigireal ownership. This prevented the undesirable
social outcome of a few landlords owning huge an®ohland as many land owners are forced to sell
their land due to personal economic hardship. okolig the conquest of the Promised Land by the
Children of Israel led by Joshua, the land wagibisted to the 12 Tribes and subdivided by familge
generations that followed did not lose their laoce¥er (through sale or foreclosure) but could eede
their original land by law and, thus, once agaiodmee independent property owners. The Jubilee year
also enabled people who sold themselves as indghsarvants — perfectly legal and regulated uriger t
laws of theTorah— to be redeemed from years of servitude.

Leviticus 25:10 states in part: “And you shall make holy 568 year ancproclaim liberty throughout
the land unto all the inhabitants thereof it shall be a jubilee unto you; and you shallretevery man
unto his possession, and you shall return everyumém his family.” The founders of the United State
of America inscribed on our most visible icon afddom located in Philadelphia — the Liberty Bethe
words underlined in bold above. America wouldike b Jubilee to its inhabitants who would be free
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from the yoke of colonial rule and instead wouldalbée to own their own land free from foreign
domination and also their own bodies free from itede. America took the example from Levitidhsit
in this new nation (founded a little over two cetgs ago), all the inhabitants will go free. Istaken a
long while but nearly everyone in this nation navjogs the liberty proclaimed on the Liberty Bell.

There were some social and legal complications thighJubilee Year that the rabbis addressed and the
discussed in th&almud For example, if the land bought by Party A cdoédredeemed in the near
future (say the parties are now several years béfa next Jubilee) by Party B or a legal redeemer
(specified in thel'orah), what is the land really worth in the market, avelild investors even want to
lend to needy borrowers as the Jubilee Year appeacThe rabbis established rules for lending ¢h su
borrowers during critical years that would not dmhfwith their interpretation of th&orah-given laws

of the Jubilee. The rabbis (think of them as retguta here) didn’t see the Jubilee Year concept as
populist dream to redistribute land property whale$ut as dorah-inspired means to ensure that
everyone can enjoy freedom in the Land of Israa junst those with lots of landed property.

The Jubilee Year gives everyone with poor circumsta the hope of an acceptable future for
themselves and their children. This ancient conisegtill foreign in most societies today despite
voluminous manifestos and other written works ofremy social philosophers and futurists.

The Sabbatical Year gives our land the hope of alnplwysical renewal so that we can sustain ourselve
through careful maintenance and husbanding of thes#able resources. The United States has
founded a vast system of land-grant colleges ancersities dedicated to the prospect of keeping its
land fertile and making the best choices in usirigriraising produce. We’ve exported our idea®ss

the world to show others how things work in ourggreevolution. The State of Israel shows many
others how to grow hydroponically using the minimamount of water possible on a globe where water
is becoming scarcer every day. All this shows peesfor the land that is not evident everywherais

lack of respect includes the burning of rain fasegnoring beaches and, more recently, not taking
sufficient care when exploring for oil offshore.

While the book of Leviticusocuses on laws of sacrifice and the roles okd?siand Levites in their
service, it contains other laws of personal behad@aling with physical cleanliness, treatment of
contagious diseases, and proper behavior to domel such as loving our neighbor as much as
ourselves (Chapter 19:18) - and with both the Siadddaand Jubilee Years. All this makes one wonder
on how God had such high expectations of our dienebears whom He redeemed from Egypt that He
gave them a Sabbath every week, required a Sahbfticheir land every seven years, and embraced
the fantastic concept of freedom through a Jubileieh our own country has recognized on its revered
Liberty Bell.

From the second day of Passover, we counte@therevery day for seven weeks. Exactly seven
weeks later fell on Tuesday, May 18 and on thahiempwe commenced to celebrate the holiday of
Shavuat

Phyllis and | wish you £€hag Samayachn Shavuotwhen we celebrate the second of our three
pilgrimage festivals (the first wd®essacHPassover and the third will IS8ukkof and commemorate the
giving of theTorahto the Children of Israel.

Eating dairy food orshavuois a custom on this holida§tm Towand so on Saturday, May 22, we will
have a dairy brunch following tHighabbaimorning service at Yad Shalom. Stephen Grossdsllght
us by cantillating the Ten Commandments from Tenah that morning.L’hitraot then.



Rabbi Zvi Broide’s defined “Love (as) To practice chesed or kindness with all Jews,
especially with the sick and depressed, and always with a smile and understanding words.”
Having been a member of this wonderful congregation, | can attest that love is here
amongst our members. It has been an honor to be your President these past years. As
most of you have heard, Janet and | are embarking on a new adventure. | have accepted a
job in the Los Angeles area and will most likely be leaving in early July. However, Janet
will have a delayed departure and could be here through September. Being separated
creates issues for us together and individually. | ask that you continue to show Janet that
Love. Provide the words that will strengthen her. Make her smile while we are separated.

Our next President will have many Yad Shalom Past Presidents to provide advice and
assistance. | know it will be graciously provided by all. We encouraged Mike Goldenzweig
to come out of retirement and run for Executive Vice President. Bob and Fran Lasken
continue for another year as Treasurer and Vice-President for Education, respectively.
Gloria Pioso has accepted our challenge and is our nominee to be our next President.
From an administrative standpoint the congregation will be a well oiled machine. So what
is needed? YOU!

As much as the Board sets the program, we need your help to make things happen. |
ask that you give that support willingly and often. Please do not wait to be asked to help —
VOLUNTEER early and often. Every service requires set-up. Be there thirty minutes
before hand. When there is a dinner it takes even more time to set-up. The Passover
Seder is a three hour set-up. The Lulav Shake has been held at our house for several
years now. | need a willing volunteer now to take on this honor. Before we move, the
Sukkah needs to be transferred. With your help we can continue Yad Shalom traditions
and maybe establish one or two more. Now is the time to make your voice heard.

It has been a privilege and a pleasure to serve this congregation and each of you. It has
brought me immense knowledge trying to keep up with each of you as you challenged me
to learn more about being a Jew and as a person. | thank you for the honor to serve you.
May each of you continue in health and enjoy only simchas.

B’Shalom,
Lee



Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and help us grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:
MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?
Send acknowledgment to: Name
Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 20122




MAZEL TOV MOMENT

Michael and Susan Goldenzweig proudly announcetheéuation of their son, Jason, from Virginia
Tech as a finance major in the Pamplin School cfildess. Jason will be joining his father,
Michael, in the insurance business, along withbnegher, David. Another brother, Stephen,
continues to work as an attorney in New York City.

TORAH AMONGST THE TREES, JUNE 5, 10:00 AM

Join us at Ellanor Lawrence Park as we hold seswaeerlooking the meadow and stream. Join
Cantor Zucker as he leads us in prayer and songled/n about the twelve spies in Parsha Sh’lach
and their mission in entering the Promised LanchnI-66, go North on Route 28 and turn right
onto Walney Rd. Go to the first parking lot on tight across from the pond.

CONGREGATION YAD SHALOM ANNUAL MEETING AND BARBEQUE |, JUNE 20

The Congregation annual meeting is set for Sundlaye 20 starting at 11:00 AM at Bull Run
Regional Park at Pavilion 5. Election of next ygaifficers is on the agenda. We need your support
so that we can have a quorum to conduct busirfesifowing the meeting there will be a celebration
barbeque. The congregation provides the hot dodg$ramburgers. All other nourishment is
provided via congregant’s pot-luck surprises. 8ddat us know that you can attend and what dish
you will share.




Board of Directors

YOUR 2009-10 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Front row (L-R): Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice Pratent
Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education
Lee Oppenheim: President
Back row: (L-R): Robert Lasken, Treasurer
Jon Sunray, Immedidast President
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We love having visitors and love talking to new nibems so please feel free to spend some time with u
in our religious services and/or social eventsyoli have any questions, please call our Presidest,
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928. And if you would likgoin us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subtor Congregation Yad Shalom,
P.0O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Batth(no/day/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Batth(mo/day/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jeweshple with children under 18 years of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Mardedish couple without children under 18 yearsgaf)a

Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jéwizan or woman with child(ren) under 18 years @&)ag

Associate Membership: $180 (You belorantither synagogue but want to join Yad Shalomel§ w

Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jéwigan or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner

| am interested but need more informatflease contact me.

\"ZJ
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