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HAPPY JUNE BIRTHDAYS

17 — Elijah Fischer
22 — Susan Bloom
24 — Jonathan Lasken
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Several weeks ago, we started to study Levifitusthird of the Five Books of MosesTworah We
discussed some of the duties of the Priests anidesemvolving the offering of animal sacrifices,
and also their duties in other venues such asrgediseases involving quarantine of sick
individuals. Being neither a Cohen nor a Leverided to gloss over the priestly aspects of
Leviticusuntil | began to learparashat Kedoshir{Leviticus chapters 19-20), which we also
studied at a recent service.

Kedoshincontains many of the key guidelines in our obsereasf Judaism. A classic tale of the
Talmudic era tells of an impatient person who ocex@e to Rabbi Shammai and demanded to be
taught the essence of therahwhile standing on one foot. Shammai, who appéreid not suffer
fools gladly, thought this request impertinent &msked him out. When the impatient person made
the same request of Rabbi Hillel, a colleague @r®ai, the great Rabbi (whose name is well-
known on college campuses throughout America) medpd simply by quoting frorKedoshim
(Leviticus 19:18) which states in part, “love your neighbsiyaurself’. All the rest of th€orah

Hillel then said, is just commentary. Clearly,rdvés much more to Leviticukan laws of animal
sacrifice and priestly orders of duty.

Other tenets we use in daily living come straighttaf Kedoshim Verse 3 states in part that we
should revere our mother and father, from whichréidbis taught that the mother is at least as
important as is the father for a child to honor eexere. One might have presumed that father is
more important than mother from the fifth of thenT@ommandments, where father is mentioned
before mother. Verse 3, our rabbis teach, prdvassmother is just as important as father because
mother precedes father in the verse.

Verses 9-10 have rules on reaping and gleaningktsvtwo major activities in an agricultural
society. The point being made_in Levitiagsnot to pick the entire harvest clean, but ewéesome
for the poor and the stranger who may have no #abdhence no harvest to pick and then eat.

Verse 11 simply states not to steal or be decedtfsbeak falsely to one another.

Verse 13 tells us not to defraud and also not tbiwald wages. If someone works for you and
completes the job, pay up so that person can garalibuy food to eat. It is prohibited to withhold
earnings to the next day.

Verse 14 tells us not to insult the deaf or plaaenbling blocks before the blind. I just cannot
believe that our ancestors went around abusinggdilyshandicapped people. This verse really
tells us that if we have information that can hatipers but is unknown to them (because they
haven't heard or seen it), don't keep it to yourgelou know that others can get hurt by your
silence.



Verse 15 tells us that a judge is not to rendeaiunliecisions, neither deferring to the rich nor
favoring the poor. We are told to just judge fairl

Then after a series of verses dealing with miximignal and crop seeds, idolatry, prohibited carnal
relations, planting new trees and growing hair,dpening chapter dfedoshim(Leviticus19) ends
with a flourish as follows:

Verse 32 tells us to be polite to our elders byditag up and showing deference to them.

Verses 33 and 34 remind us to be kind to strangkosreside in our land and not to do them wrong.
Why should Jews be kind to strangers? Because veltse reminds us - we were once strangers in
the Land of Egypt, so of all people, we should krieww it feels to be ill-treated (and enslaved)
because we were strangers in someone else’s land.

Verses 35 and 36 caution against using false mesgsuthe marketplace and direct us to have
honest balance and weight when doing business.

The closing chapter afedoshim(Leviticus 20) reiterates a series of prohibitions to thedzan of
Israel involving idol-worship, forbidden sexual ans, insulting parents, and unholy behavior. God
repeats that He is bringing us to the land to sugighe people who lived there who disgusted Him
with their unholy behavior and that He expectstiis,Children of Israel, to be holy — not merely
replacements for people who lived there earliervahd behaved improperly in His eyes.

Over three millennia of Jewish history, we haveogegl independence in our homeland for only
limited periods. The longest was roughly from d@slwho succeeded Moses, until the destruction
of the first temple in 586 BCE. (The northern Teib&s, or Kingdom of Israel, were replaced
earlier by the Assyrians). Coming back from Babhijdm exile, the returning Jews enjoyed some
periods of independence despite Greek, and latenaR domination until the second temple was
destroyed in 70 CE. This month, we celebrate @fey@ar of independence of the State of Israel
founded in 1948. We hope that the vigorous, youateSTan also be guided by the principles of
holiness found ilKedoshimwhile trying to survive in a very dangerous neigitimod.

We recently observed Holocaust Dayymm Hashoan May 1, Israel Remembrance Dayvam
Hazikaronwhich commemorates the fallen in all Israel’s tiotd on May 7, and Israel
Independence Day dfom Ha-atzma'ubn May 8 when the independence of Israel was airoeld
60 years ago.

The Jewish Federation of Greater Washington wiitho
ISRAEL@6Q A Capital Celebration
Sunday, June 1, 2008 Noonto 5 p.m. ThedNatiMall

We hope to see you there.



vve naa anotner wonaertul year at Congregatiac Shalom. July begins what could be called in ou
congregation a hibernation period. We have oursas/ice on June™and the annual meeting and picnic on
June 18. We are planning to hold one brunch in July and im August. The Gordon’s have volunteered to
host a Havdalah Service. All three summer acéigitio not have firm dates, but as soon as they are
confirmed you will be advised. We are attaching ¢bngregation calendar for 5769 in the newsletiée.
know how busy everyone’s calendar can get. Plews& your calendars now. This is one method tavsho
by your actions to your spouse, children and frietiht we take our responsibilities to Judaisnosisty.
Then again my ulterior motive is to maintain a nainyfor every service, something very difficult ismall
congregation like ours.

Sunday June 1 is a celebration for IsraehenMall in DC. We need everyone to rally aroundés this
year, not only because it is theé"&hniversary of the modern State of Israel, buabse of the continued
attacks by her enemies. We all want peace in tidellg! East. We can'’t have it at the expense ofidwish
State. Come show your support to the world. Show support by visiting Israel in the coming yedanet
and | plan to visit Israel this year.

Shavuot is June 8 — 10 this year. Celebhaeiving of the Torah. We learn that there ar@ @itzvot
enumerated in the Torah. We always wonder howamebecome better Jews. | suggest that you and the
kids read the parsha of the week during the sunuméer that shade tree you planted. Pick one niityea
are not currently performing and agree to livetbylti is extremely difficult to eat the whole elemt at one
sitting. Take small bites and learn and enjoy.

Our theme is that even though it is summeh wWie kids on school hiatus, we can never stomiegr
Make sure we as a people don't forget this. Make during the summer for Judaism. Never be afi@id
show it by your deeds and actions.

I would be remiss if | did not thank thosele congregation that make it possible for us d&swash
community. It takes hard work both in the limehligand behind the curtain.

Every month Nancy and Jerry Gordon wait fortmget them the President’s article for the coggtien
newsletter. They have everything ready for usi¢avv They consistently find new art work to golwihe
time of the year and make sure we are informed tafippenings within the congregation. They host a
picnic and Havdalah service every year invitingris their home. Not only that but we get to semD
again also.

Then we have a webmaster that is the envyeafyecongregation in Northern Virginia. Buzz Piosakes
sure our web site contains all the information wedto know. Sometimes I think he knows what tbarB
will be deciding before we do he gets the info amuickly. We gave him a challenge to make a dingc
with simcha’s and he became an expert in Acceshont order.

Then we have those that volunteer to operejp homes to the congregation for various evenmtey are
all gracious hosts and for a small congregatiohevit a building enable us to provide more actisitie all.
We thank the Goldenzweigs, Bystrans, Wiesmans, @s,cand my wife. We are always looking for an
excuse to hold a congregation event and we asfoioto volunteer your home for next year. I'm swe
can find a simcha to celebrate.

| want to thank this year's Board. So muckrgg and commitment. We have increased our contsnuni
involvement and social activities. | thank Jonoiia, Fran and Bob for the dedication and expertésie|
can say is Todah Rabbah.

L’Chaim
Lee



SEPTEMBER

26 - Friday Night Shabbat Dinner & Service
OCTOBER

5 - Tashlich

19 - Lulav Shake

NOVEMBER

1 - Saturday Night Service

14 - Friday Night Service

29 - Saturday Shabbat Service
DECEMBER

12 - Friday Night Latke/Shabbat Dinner & Service
20 - Saturday Shabbat Service

21 — Chanukah Party

25 - Dining Out

JANUARY

9 - Friday Night Service

24 - Saturday Shabbat Service
FEBRUARY

1 - Super Bowl Party

7 - Saturday Tu B'Shevat Seder

20 - Friday Night Shabbat Dinner & Service
MARCH

7 - Saturday Purim Festival & Service

20 - Friday Night Shabbat Service

28 - Adult Game Night

APRIL

9 - Passover Second Night Seder

24 - Friday Night Service

MAY

8 - Friday Night Service

23 - Saturday Shabbat Service

JUNE

6 - Torah Amongst the Trees Saturday Service
21 - Annual Meeting & Picnic
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REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS - YAD SHALOM BOARD POSITIONS
OPENINGS 2008-2009

It is an exciting election year with not only oueBidential elections but alsg
elections for Yad Shalom board positions! We Wédle a general election fo
new members of the Board at our June 15th
Congregational Meeting and Picnic.

=

Here is the list of candidates the Nominating Cottewihas put forward for
open positions:

President - Lee Oppenheim
Executive Vice President - Gloria Pioso
Secretary - Stella Wiesman
Vice-President for Religious Observances — Open

If you are interested in volunteering for one adgh positions, please call
Jon Sunray at 703-378-1463. Thank you!




ISRAEL AT 60 CELEBRATION : Join us on June 1 to celebrate the anniversattyeof
establishment of the State of Israel 60 years dgas from far and near will show support for Ikrae
all day on the Mall in Washington DC. Congregatitad Shalom will have a table on the Mall and
we ask for your support for an hour or two by bewith us welcoming supporters to the Mall. The
Jewish Federation of Washington DC is one of tlansprs of this event.

TORAH AMONGST THE TREES : Join us on June 7th for Saturday services (weather
permitting) at the Ellanor Lawrence Park to daved karn Torah in a beautiful setting. Services
commence at 10:00 AM. For those who support tive@mment, what better way is there than to
use natural environment settings. Hashem gavebesuatiful world to care for, come enjoy it and
Him.

CONGREGATION ANNUAL MEETING and PICNIC : Set Sunday June 15th at 11:00
AM on your calendar to attend the Congregationisuah meeting, which will be held at the Bull
Run Regional Park Shelter Number 5. Elections mélheld for vacant positions. We encourage
your attendance if nothing else but to protect gelifrom being nominated and elected as

a congregation officer. Just kidding, | think. Qummual picnic follows the meeting.

ADULT BEGINNING HEBREW : Yad Shalom plans on holding an adult beginniedptew
class in 2008. If you are interested in learnirgptéw basics we want to hear from you. Classes
will be held once a week for 90 minutes. The dathe week depends on you, our intended
students. Please let us know if you are interesbeddwhat day/time is most convenient for you.
Send your note of interest to usyatishalom@yadshalom.com

ARTSFEST 2008

This summer, more than 250 Jewish teens from &it the country, Israel and Moscow will desc F
on Fairfax to experience JCC Maccabi ArtsFesteakalong arts-immersion program to be held
first-class facilities at George Mason Universifiyhe program is a combination of master classes
performances, exhibitions and FUN!

The success of the program depends on hundredswftgers working together on this communifgt
building event. Volunteers are needed to asstst varrivals, transportation, traffic control,
opening events, the V.I.P reception, office chopeslic relations, hospitality, security, the
information desk, and to be airport greeters, feevers, departure assistants, venue assistadts,|Hn
social event helpers and chaperones. Volunteeralso needed to house students (host familieg
Any help, even a few hours, would be appreciated.

For more information on ArtsFest gowovw.artsfestfairfax.com For more information on
volunteer opportunities contact: Carla Rosenfel@ataR@jccnv.org phone (703) 537-3060 or
Francine Lasken gtadshalom@yadshalom.cophone: (703) 803-1041. Information on how to
register will also be provided to you at that tinteor information on being a host family, contact:
Karen Stern aKarenS@jcccnv.orgohone (703) 537-3029.

WE THANK YOU IN ADVANCE FOR YOUR HELP!

10



g
"t$
%$ &"()

11




Looking for

Talented Teens

Fairfax, VA
July 27-August 1
www.artsfestfairfax.com

So, you think you've g%t talent? Join Jewish teens from all over the U.S., Israel and Moscow at

JCC Maccabi ArtsFest 2008! This weeklong arts-immersion program, held in first-class
facilities at George Mason University, is a combination of master classes, performances,
exhibitions and FUN!

Art Specialties Include:

ACTING/IMPROVE « Geoffrey Cantor

COMPUTER ANIMATION ¢ Kay Christy

CREATIVE WRITING « Nadine Epstein

DANCE - Elizabeth Johnson with Ben Wegman & Shula Strassfeld

JAZZ/WORLD MUSIC ENSEMBLE « Mattan Klein

MUSICAL THEATER -« Barbara Brandt & Fred Tessler with Geoffrey Cantor
PHOTOJOURNALISM ¢ Lloyd Wolf

ROCK/POP BANDS ¢ Josh Nelson with Rob Mitzner & Josh Oliver

VISUAL ART - Phillip Ratner with Fran & Eddie Garfinkle

VOCAL MUSIC » Beth Schafer

Teens must be entering 8th through 12th grades

For details about being a participant, contact the Delegation Heads:

Amanda Swartz « AmandaS@jccnv.org ¢ (703) 537-3087

Sarah Berry « SarahB@jccnv.org ¢ (703) 537-3040

To volunteer, contact: Carla Rosenfeld « CarlaR@jccnv.org « (703) 537-3060

To be a host family, contact:

Karen Stern « KarenS@jccnv.org ¢ (703) 537-3029

For all other inquiries including being a sponsor, contact: Aliza Bear, ArtsFest Director »
AlizaB@jccnv.org « (703) 537-3033

Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia

8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031
www.jccnv.org ¢ (703) 323-0880
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We love having visitors and love talking to new niirs so please feel free to spend some time
with us in our religious services and/or socialrdse If you have any questions, please call our
President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079. Agdufwould like to join us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subtoi Congregation Yad Shalom,
PO Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Birth(tab/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Bireh(ab/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jeweistiple with children under 18 years of ¢

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Mardedish couple without children under
years of age)

Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jéwisan or woman with child(ren) under
years of age)

Associate Membership: $180 (You belorantither synagogue but want to join Y

Shalom as well)

Individual Membership400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one marriette n
Jewish partner)

| am interested but need more informat®lease contact n
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Board of Directors

YOUR 2007-08 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Front row (L-R): Fran Lasken, Vice President fdEducation
Gloria Pioso, ExeotdiVice President
Back row: (L-R): Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President
Robert Lasken, Treasurer
Lee Oppenheim, Preside

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

"I/We wish our donation to go to the Generald Torah Fund;

Prayer Book Fun
THANK YOU!

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 20122

Building Fund;
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