Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557

Centreville, VA 20122

(Ph) 703-579-6079

yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com



January 2010

Sunday | Monday | Tuesday 'Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
1 2
15th of Tevet, 16th of Tevet, 5770
5770
6:11p Havdalah (72 min)
4:40p Candle
lighting
3 4 5 6 7 8 9
22nd of Tevet, 23rd of Tevet, 5770
5770
6:17p Havdalah (72 min)
4:46p Candle
lighting
10 11 12 13 14 15 16
1st of Shevat, 5770
Rosh Chodesh Sh'vat
6:25p Havdalah (72 min)
!
"
$
29th of Tevet,
5770
4:54p Candle
lighting
17 18 19 20 21 22 23
7th of Shevat, 0
5770 %
5:01p Candle
lighting #
&
8th of Shevat, 5770
6:32p Havdalah (72 min)
24 25 26 27 28 29 30
14th of Shevat, |
5770 ’
# "#
5:09p Candle ,
lighting
15th of Shevat, 5770
Tu B'Shevat
6:40p Havdalah (72 min)
31




Tevet — Shevat
5770
January
2010 www.yadshalom.com
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com
( )*+ = '/ ( m
AMWM,
0 1 av” O " VSPa
* ) 2# & ,) 3
4.)2#'5 66 .
[(#$ # ) HAPPY JANUARY BIRTHDAYS TO:.
1) 2# T St 1 — Sheila Sunray
+(#H& # , 6 — Francine Lasken
*) 2# * ) # 7 — Andrea Schiffman
"y 10 — Nancy Gordon
4 1
* ) 2#8 ,) 3

*)2# & * 9+ .2
4.)2#'7 J(# "#:
*) 24 7& *,
+6. o J(# #

Please remember that it is the tradition
for members of the congregation to
bring and snack and/or drink to share
for our Oneg Shabbat after services.
We thank you, as always, for your
generosity.




T'was the night befor€hanukahand all was quiet in the house. After all, howsyaian it be just to peel
some potatoes fdatkes?

We commence to celebrahanukahevery year on the #5lay ofKislevwhen theMaccabeesededicated
the Second Temple in Jerusalem (in 167 BCE). Tbend only one vial of ritually approved oil to ligthe
Second Temple’Menorahwhose glow - the story @@hanukattells us - miraculously lasted eight days.
Today, instead of using olive oil from the Landgrael to re-enact the miracle experienced by the
Maccabee®f yesteryear, we use candles (probably) made inaCh

Since oil for cooking has always been an imporit@gtedient in food preparation in many cultures,hege
found extra reasons to cook foods with oil and s¢inem aroun€hanukahevery year. Jews have always
lived in olive oil clime so there’s no doubt thaltydood was available fo€hanukaheach year since 167
BCE or 2176 years ago. That's a lot of olive pits.

In addition to who controls input to our food, stery of Chanukahalso has a conflict of power aspect
among the Jews themselves who lived during the ftuows period of thdlaccabeeshat may not be as well
known as the miraculous aspects of the holidayishaught in religious school.

Judea was a tiny, no longer totally independenhtigdocated in between large kingdoms vying fajioaal
domination. Their large neighbors were successotiset empire assembled by Alexander the Greatlend t
featured the Greek-Hellenistic culture that Alexanepitomized as he strode across his world néady
centuries earlier. Our prayer book focuses on tinaaulous events and the battles between Maccaeks
the Greeks, and how God tipped the scales in aar faBut the Jews fought among themselves as e,
we’ll see this impact in a moment.

During prayer services ddhanukahwe say: “We thank You for the miraculous delaugse . . . of our
ancestors from ancient days until our time. Indhgs of Mattathias . . . the heroic Hasmoneagspra cruel
power rose against Your people Israel, demandiagttiey abandon Yourorahand violate Your
commandments. You, in great mercy, stood by Yoopfin time of trouble. You defended them . . uYo
delivered the strong into the hands of the weakntlany into the hands of the few, the corrupt theohands
of the pure at heart, the guilty into the handthefinnocent. You delivered the arrogant intohltheds of
those who were faithful to yodrorah. . . achieving great victories and miraculouswveeance for Your
people Israel to this day. Then Your children came your shrine, cleansed Your Temple, purifieal¥
sanctuary, and kindled lights . . . and set adided eight days as a season for giving thankszanting
praises to You.” (see our Siddur Sim Shal@m37)

What happened in the real world that could haveltes in the composition of the prayer above? Abou
2300 years ago, Alexander the Great set out toummmost of the known world of his time and suceeed
Not only did he spread Greek/Hellenistic civilizatiacross both sides of the Mediterranean Sea&utnto
the Far East. Upon his death in 312 BCE, his ssmrs ruled his empire in three parts: the Maceatopart
which was his base, the Egyptian part under thieRpdynasty and the eastern part under the Seleoci
Syrian-Greeks under the Antiochus dynasty. Judeich was resurrected after the Babylonians oweitra
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and destroyed the first Temple in Jerusalem inB8E& - was caught in between the Ptolemy and Antisch
spheres of influence.

As long as they merely had to pay taxes to theeifm rulers, Judea could survive on its own. Blén
Antiochus IV demanded even more tribute, and gatenby auctioning off the High Priesthood (does this
sound like peddling a vacant U.S. Senate sea®)ss# a revolt against the Syrian-Greek rule duelea
began to sprout. Mattathias — specifically mergobm the prayer above — gathered his five soapposing
any High Priest appointed by the Syrian ruler. Biggans reacted by sending their soldiers into dude
restrict the daily practice of Judaism. (Hencedlassic tale of Jewish kids resorting to playirigwa top
(like adrayde) as a cover when soldiers were checking up on feewiolating their law by studying
Torah)

So why didn’t the entire Jewish population of Jude#e in their revolt against the Syrian-Greekuwgation

of Judea? Several generations have passed siaganiler the Great made a pit stop near Jerusaldmns on
way to conquer Egypt, a key conquest in extendiagnéw empire worldwide. His meeting with the High
Priest of an independent Judea of his day wentweitlyfor both sides. In fact to honor this histogvent,
every male baby born that year was named afterafldar. The Greek-Hellenistic culture was very ativa
to many Jews in Judea. This new culture was wpddt had highly developed themes in music,
architecture, literature, philosophy, mathematdts, Many Judeans went to Greek academies to study
philosophy. This would have been in competitiothvather Judeans studying in Talmudic academiesasim
to the ones developed by the Jewish exiles to Balgyl So there was more than one school of studydea
and this would explain their lack of unanimity ippmsing the Syrian Greeks of Antiochus.

What does the text in our Siddur Sim Shalmman by “. . . the corrupt into the hands ofghee at heart, the
guilty into the hands of the innocent. You delivktBe arrogant into the hands of those who wethftdito
your Torah. . .” One could say that the Maccabees and Hugiporters were getting back at the Hellenistic
Judeans by calling them “corrupt” since they briBediochus to gain the High Priesthood positiorhe3e
assimilated Judeans (who preferred Greek-Hellenistiture to Judaism and the Talmud) were the ones
“guilty” of abandoning th& orahfor Greek-Hellenism. And finally, the Jewish addwets to Greek-
Hellenistic culture are described as “arroganttsithey believed that a pagan culture imported f@reece-
Macedonia was superior to Judaism. Our greatashé&x, Moses, warned the Children of Israel repbate
not to be taken in by the pagan culture of theomataround them. Geographically, tiny Judea westdaot
smack in the middle of the Greek Empire and wa®sag to its very attractive civilization on all esl

So in our prayer about the festival@fianukahit reads like the winners of the conflict betwekea
Maccabees and Greek culture wrote the text whithdbout Mattathias and his brave sons, led bybud
Maccabee, and - most important - how with talp lof God, they fought and won a historic battietheir
freedom of religion. Some of their fellow Jews wadherents to Greek-Hellenism and hence not stgspor
of the Maccabees. Nonetheless, the Maccabeeseslartdespite the long odds, and the prayer weerecit
today reflects their point of view.

After the eight days a€hanukah December 12-19, 2009, our next holiday will be Jewish New Year for
Trees, known a$u B’shevaton January 30, 2010.

Like the Jewish holidays ¢turim, Simhat ToratandChanukahTu B’shevats not specifically mentioned in
the Torah We celebrate this holiday every year on th® d&y of the Jewish month &hevat At Yad
Shalom, we convene a 4-couBederfeaturing fresh fruit, canned fruit, dried fruitits and other edible
goodies that the Land of Israel is noted for. Wy siongs, read poetry and tell wonderful storiesiaibur
people and land. Do join us on the morning of dan@0, 2010.

Less than one month later, we'll celebrBigim and then a month later, we'll prepare for Passover



Shalom:

Brrr...It is that time of year when we all wish we were snow-birds escaping the cold here
in Virginia. We wish to be living in some other climate where the sun shines bright, tropical
breezes blow gently and the temperature stays at around eighty degrees. For most of us,
the reality is this is where our jobs are keeping us glued to this area. For others it just may
be family that keeps us here. Isn’t family wonderful in the joy they bring us? | would add
here that warmth will also emanate when you attend services, social functions and
educational endeavors. Congregation Yad Shalom is that alternate/renewable energy
source we all desire. | truly believe this to be true.

Yad Shalom has events throughout January and February to keep you warm. Don’t
miss out on these opportunities. As they say in the lottery business ‘you have to play to
win’. So it goes with pushing those cold wintry blues out of your system. We have a
Shabbat dinner, havdalah service, tu b’shevat seder and a book club discussion planned.
There is something for everyone. | view the congregation as part of my family. Therefore |
grow warm in the love that surrounds me. The flame never goes out and it is inexhaustible.
Sort of like the burning bush we’ll be reading about in parsha Shemot this month.

Funny how, if you enjoy your job - you feel warm inside and out. The same goes for
your family. They bring us great warmth when we are close to them. What inner magic
can be working here? It must be love. So | say to everyone, love more often and to more
people than you can possible imagine.

Let the sunshine in because Love makes the world go round.

Lee
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MAZEL TOV MOMENTS

Danielle Schiffman has been recognized as oneeoéxhibiting artists at the Winter 2009 Exhibit
held at George Washington University, December 2808ugh January 2010. Mazel Tov, Dani,
that is quite an accomplishment!

Stephen Goldenzweig graduated from Law School &tkoUniversity in May 2009, took his Bar
Exam for the States of New York and New Jersewly, &nd just received notification in the past
couple of weeks that he passed the Bar Exam fdr $tates. In addition, the score achieved permits
him to secure reciprocity for practicing law in Wagyton, D.C. (no Bar Exam is required). Of
course, in addition to the professional side ofdheser, he married Stacey Herron in August 2009.

Mazel Tov, Stephen, on both “achievements.”

SHALOM JEWISH CHILDREN PROGRAM

The Shalom Jewish Children Saturday Program isgoearenergized with once a month meetings.
The program will be held concurrently with our nair$aturday Service beginning with the January
30th Service. This will be a Tu B'Shevat Sederaidults and children combined. Special children's
activities will be provided for our Shalom Childiemgroup ages 2 - 5. Program activities will be
from 10:00 - 11:30 AM. There is no charge for pap@ting in Shalom Jewish Children. Please
RSVP if you plan to attend.

BOOK CLUB

The next meeting of the Yad Shalom book club b&llheld Sunday January 10, 2009 starting at
3:00 PM. The current book selection is YEARNINESBRACING THE SACRED MESSINESS
OF LIFE by Irwin Kula. The discussion takes platéhe Oppenheim House in Gainesville. If you
plan on attending, please send us a reply by Ja@far

SHABBAT DINNER & SERVICE

Enjoy family and friends as we enjoy a Shabbat eliron Friday January T'Sstarting at 6:30 PM.

The congregation provides the main course and yoy @ot luck for the appetizers, salads,
vegetables and desserts. Come try a new dish tigkadriend. Sing songs that warm you from the
bottom of your toes to the top of your head. important that those attending provide us with the
specific pot luck dish the family plans to bringhe cost is $7.50 per person or $20 per family.
Following dinner we will have a d’var torah andrepd service. Please RSVP by January 13, 2010.

HAVDALAH, NOSH AND A SHELICHA

At last Congregation Yad Shalom will get to meet tiew Israeli Shelicha. This will be an informal
gathering at the Oppenheim house on Saturday eyedamuary 23, starting at 7:00 PM. We'll
schmooze, eat, welcome in the week and nosh some nvore information to follow.



SATURDAY TU B'SHEVAT SEDER

Welcome in Tu B’Shevat with a seder of fruits andisnfrom around the world. The seder begins at
10:00 AM and is held at the Little Rocky Run Remtee #3 in Clifton, VA.

SUPER BOWL PARTY

Reserve February'7as the date you cheer on a team, not the RedsWitedl have a party, eat,
drink and be merry. We’ll then watch the game drigascreen TV. More details to follow.

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:
MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?
Send acknowledgment to: Name
Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom

P.O. Box 1557
Centreville. Virainia 2012




Board of Directors

YOUR 2009-10 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Front row (L-R): Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice Pratent
Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education
Lee Oppenheim: President

Back row: (L-R): Robert Lasken, Treasurer
Jon Sunray, Immedidast President
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We love having visitors and love talking to new nioems so please feel free to spend some time with u
in our religious services and/or social eventsyolii have any questions, please call our Presitest,
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928. And if you would likgoin us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subto: Congregation Yad Shalom,
P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Batth(no/day/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Batth{mo/day/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jewisuple with children under 18 years of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Mardedish couple without children under 18 yearsgef
Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jéwisan or woman with child(ren) under 18 years &)
Associate Membership: $180 (You beloraptither synagogue but want to join Yad Shalomelh
Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jawign or woman or one married to -Jewish partner)

| am interested but need morormation. Please contact me.

\"Z
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