
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 
Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com  
www.yadshalom.com 

 
YOUR YAD SHALOM FAMILY 

LOOKS FORWARD TO 
ENJOYING ANOTHER YEAR 

WITH YOU  -  SERVICES, SOCIAL 
EVENTS, SCHOOL, SEDERS, 

PICNICS, DINNERS... 
WE WISH EVERYONE A VERY 
HAPPY AND HEALTHY 2007, 

FILLED WITH THE LOVE AND 
LAUGHTER OF FAMILY AND 

GOOD FRIENDS!   
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January 2007 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

  1 

11th of Tevet, 
5767 

2 

12th of Tevet, 
5767 

3 

13th of Tevet, 
5767 

4 

14th of Tevet, 
5767 

5 

15th of Tevet, 
5767 
4:44p Candle 
lighting 
SJC DINNER 
5:30 PM, 
LRR #3 
SERVICES, 
8:00 PM, 
LRR #3 

6 

16th of Tevet, 
5767 
6:15p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

7 

17th of Tevet, 
5767 

8 

18th of Tevet, 
5767 

9 

19th of Tevet, 
5767 

10 

20th of Tevet, 
5767 

11 

21st of Tevet, 
5767 

12 

22nd of Tevet, 
5767 
4:50p Candle 
lighting 

13 

23rd of Tevet, 
5767 
6:21p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

14 

24th of Tevet, 
5767 

15 

25th of Tevet, 
5767 

16 

26th of Tevet, 
5767 

17 

27th of Tevet, 
5767 

18 

28th of Tevet, 
5767 

19 

29th of Tevet, 
5767 
4:58p Candle 
lighting 

20 

1st of Sh'vat, 
5767 
6:29p Havdalah 
(72 min) 
SERVICES, 
10:00 AM, 
LRR #3 
 

21 

2nd of Sh'vat, 
5767 

22 

3rd of Sh'vat, 
5767 

23 

4th of Sh'vat, 
5767 

24 

5th of Sh'vat, 
5767 

25 

6th of Sh'vat, 
5767 

26 

7th of Sh'vat, 
5767 
5:06p Candle 
lighting 

27 

8th of Sh'vat, 
5767 
6:37p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

28 

9th of Sh'vat, 
5767 

29 

10th of Sh'vat, 
5767 

30 

11th of Sh'vat, 
5767 

31 

12th of Sh'vat, 
5767 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom@yadshalom.com 

Tevet-Sh’vat 
5767 

January 2007 
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Please remember that it is the tradition for member s of the 
congregation to bring and snack and/or drink to sha re for 
our Oneg Shabbat after services.  We thank you, as  
always, for your generosity. 
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We started December this year with the Torah portion of Vayetze, wherein Father Jacob has checked out of his parents’ home 
(Genesis 28:10) to go live with his mother’s brother, Laban, way back where Mother Rebecca came from.  He left in a hurry 
when his Mom found out that her other son, Esau, Jacob’s older twin brother, was so angry that Jacob tricked a blind Father 
Isaac into conferring the blessing of the first-born onto Jacob that he wanted to kill his kid brother.  Rebecca already had a 
dying husband, Isaac, on her hands and didn’t need a dead son murdered by an older brother, too.  So off Jacob goes to his 
Mom’s childhood home, Haran, to find himself a new life without threats from Esau. 
 
Over the next twenty years, Jacob marries Laban’s daughters, Leah and Rachel, who become two of our four matriarchs.  He 
has a dozen sons and a daughter with his wives and their handmaidens, and gets the call from God to return home to his 
parents’ home in Canaan where he was born. On his way back, he must go through Esau (who is accompanied by 400 armed 
men) but they have a peaceful reunion.  His name is changed from Jacob to Israel, and his family becomes known as the 
Children of Israel.  
 
The Torah portion of Vayetze reminds me of the Warner Brothers cartoon character Road Runner.  No matter how many 
times the coyote character tries to fool Road Runner, the happy Road Runner just goes beeping along.  Jacob’s father-in-law 
Laban seems to be jealous of his son-in-law’s success in the sheep business and while Laban swindles or fools him time-
after-time, Jacob just goes beeping along.  Laban tricked Jacob into marrying Leah first saying she was the older sister and 
had to be married earlier than her younger sister, Rachel, with whom Jacob fell in love at first sight.  Still, Leah had many 
children (six boys and a girl) and was a very good wife for Jacob.  Rachel, his true love, is barren and creates jealousy 
problems for Jacob.  She eventually bears him Joseph, and dies while giving birth to the youngest of Jacob’s children, 
Benjamin.  Perhaps because of the great tension between the two sisters for the attention of their husband, the Torah prohibits 
a man from marrying sisters simultaneously.  When Laban in exasperation declares that Jacob’s personal wealth and family 
are due to his own making, he is warned by God (in a dream) not to interfere with Jacob’s safe return to Canaan with all of 
his family and goods intact. So Laban/coyote eventually blesses his own daughters and his grandchildren before leaving 
Jacob in peace. 
 
A connection between this portion and Chanukah can be seen here. Jacob, like his father Isaac, was born in the Promised 
Land which is the land first promised by God to his grandfather, Abraham.  Throughout Jacob’s 20-year sojourn in Haran, 
where he met his two wives and his uncle, he knows that he will eventually return to his home, the birthplace of his father 
and the new home by choice of his mother, Rebecca. He plans, naturally, to always continue his association with his God and 
the God of his fathers there.   
 
Many of the Jews who lived in Judea during the time of the Macabees - long after Jacob - knew about the Babylonian 
Diaspora and the freedom to worship in the Promised Land.  They were beginning to experience restrictions to religious 
freedom when Judea was subjected to rules against Judaism by a despotic Syrian-Greek monarch, Antiochus IV.  In direct 
reaction to this religious persecution, Mattathias, and his sons led by Judah the Macabee, started a revolution to restore 
religious freedom in the Promised Land. Their military victory made it possible for a dynasty of Maccabeans - not beholden 
to the dominant Greek culture - to rule independently of most outside interference until the Romans put an end to 
independence in Judea.   
 
We celebrate Chanukah to recall this brief window of freedom to worship in the Promised Land for about a century shortly 
before the Romans ruled Judea through their appointee, Herod.  After Herod, the Romans ruled directly with their governors, 
which led to a revolt by the Jews of Judea against Rome that resulted in the destruction of Jerusalem and our Holy Temple.  
After another exile or Diaspora of nearly two thousand years, Jews (descendants of the people who lived in Judea) began to 
return to the Promised Land over a century ago and rebuild it.  It is now again an independent Jewish state called Israel. 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  

Phyllis and I wish the entire Yad Shalom family and its friends a very happy Chanukah holiday. 
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Shalom: 
 
We have been dazzled by the lights on the houses and all the music on the radio.  The season of 
peace is upon us as I write this.  We think so much in terms of Judeo-Christian ethics and 
behavior.  Peace and tolerance are considered norms for most of us living in the U.S.  It is easy to 
visualize world peace.  At the end of the movie, even Gracie Hart (Sandra Bullock) receiving the 
award for Miss Congeniality in the movie of the same name tells the group that she really does 
want world peace. 
 
Janet and I celebrated a lovely Chanukah evening with many of you at the Goldenzweig’s.  After 
lighting candles, Mike Goldenzweig connected events 2,175 odd years ago with current events.  A 
Syrian King wanted to destroy the ancient land of Israel (Judea) by eliminating the Jewish religion 
as a practice in his realm, which included Judea.  That cry arises anew from Hamas and Hezballah 
supported by their mentors in Syria and Iran among others today.  Throughout the ages Jews have 
been pushed around and persecuted.  Chanukah reminds us of a time long ago when Jews 
defended Judaism and were victorious.  Since 1948, the State of Israel has said never again  to its 
enemies. 
 
Iran just concluded a conference supporting the notion that the Holocaust did not occur.  
Europeans and Americans and to be fair many others have cried out and proclaimed this 
conference to insult historical facts.  The problem is becoming that these deniers and bigots are 
saying it so frequently that the lessons of the past are being lost on many who keep hearing it 
repeated.  Israel is again defending our heritage at a terrible price.  I ask that while we all pray for 
peace we continue to support Israel in every way possible.  I ask that each of us continue to cry out 
loudly and often when we hear these untruths told.  Our voices can influence friends and neighbors 
in understanding that what is being said by these people is untrue and that a silent majority will not 
serve the interests of God, this country or justice. 
 
Your voice is critical to influencing many around you.  It is also important that those organizations 
that fight injustice around the globe be supported.  They keep the eternal flame before policy 
makers, presidents and legislatures.  I ask that you provide financial support to the State of Israel 
or its charities.  These are positive ways to counter the attacks against fellow Jews. 
 
The season of peace is but a month in a year’s time.  We hope and pray for the Messiah who will 
bring peace to all.  But until then, remember that Gracie Hart also taught us the SING method of 
protecting ourselves.  We pray for and thank those protecting us from those that wish for our death 
solely because of our religion or nationality.  It is because of these protectors, and the Maccabees, 
that we continue to be Jews in a free society. 
 
B’shalom,  
Lee 

 

�
����������������� �
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THIS MONTH WE LEARN ABOUT TWO OF OUR MEMBERS – THE FIRST BRINGS A SMILE AND 
GRACIOUS WELCOME TO EVERYONE AT EVERY SERVICE SHE A TTENDS (AND SHE ATTENDS 
THEM ALL) WITH HER WORKING HUSBAND.  SHE HAS BECOME  MORE THAN JUST OUR 
CANTOR’S WIFE – SHE IS OUR FRIEND AND TRULY A MEMBE R OF OUR CONGREGATION.  THE 
OTHER HAS BEEN INVOLVED WITH YS SINCE THE VERY BEGI NNING (AND MAYBE BEFORE 
THAT), HAS SERVED AS OUR PRESIDENT AND HAS WATCHED OVER EVERY PHASE OF YS AND 
ALL OF OUR CONGREGANTS SINCE OUR INCEPTION.  
 

�:&!!(��<=�>?"������������������������������������� �����������������������������:&!!(��<=�>?"������������������������������������� �����������������������������:&!!(��<=�>?"������������������������������������� �����������������������������:&!!(��<=�>?"������������������������������������� ����������������������������� ���
Name: Phyllis Zucker 
 
Place of Birth: The Bronx, New York 
  
Where I grew up and have lived:  I grew up in The Bronx 
and later lived in Berkeley, CA, Queens, NY, Ann Arbor, MI 
and now in Montgomery County, MD. 
  
Occupation:  health researcher and manager 
  
Things I like to do for fun and enjoyment:  I love visiting our children and  
grandchildren.  Last weekend, we went to Alpharetta, GA where grandson 
Benjamin celebrated his No. 3 at a big party.  The other guest of honor was a Fulton County fire chief and his new 
fire engine that all the kids could inspect. 
  
Something I always dreamed of doing is:  I would like to do more traveling abroad  
  
One of my most memorable Jewish experiences:  I fondly recall accompanying my parents to High Holy Day 
services in The Bronx.  While they were indoors davening, I was outdoors playing with my friends on the gold 
metal banisters. 
  
Favorite movie and book:  For relaxation, I like to read mysteries 
  
Something about me that others may not know but I would like to share:  I was a pretty good table tennis player 
and regularly beat a certain cantor. 
  

�;7��=7"%&����������������������������������������� ������������
Name: Jonathan Paul Sunray 
  
Place of Birth: Wilemstaad, Curacao 
  
Where I grew up and have lived: I was born on the Dutch island of Curacao, 
in the Caribbean.  Then I lived in Maryland; Puerto Rico; Long Island; Mexico City, 
Mexico; Troy, New York; Dayton,  Ohio; Laurel, Maryland; Los Angeles, California; 
Montgomery, Alabama; Annandale and small-town Centreville, Virginia.  
  
Occupation: National security systems engineering consultant - self-employed.   
  
Things I like to do for fun and enjoyment: tennis, biking, racquetball, fly model airplanes, woodworking, gardening. 
  
Something I always dreamed of doing is: flying medical mercy missions to people in need  
  
One of my most memorable Jewish experiences: The Bar and Bat Mitzvah's of Michael and Kayla. 
  
Favorite movie and book: Exodus and The Pillars of the Earth 
  
Something about me that others may not know but I would like to share: I speak Spanish and I would like to join 
the Peace Corps in the future.  

 

 



 7

Dear Yad Shalom Family: 
 
Presented here is a reprint from another article.  I don’t know where it comes from, but thought you would all 
enjoy it.  Lee  

DVAR TORAH: Vayishlach  

Yaakov sent gifts to appease his brother Esav. We can learn from here that a little loving warmth goes a long way, 
as the following true story, documented by author Zev Roth, illustrates: 

In a small Midwest town in the mid-1880s, Jacob Viner and his wife attempted to bring up their children in 
accordance with Jewish tradition. Shabbos was observed as best as they could in their Missouri village, located 
just outside Kansas City. 

The Viners' young neighbor Harry frequently visited the Viner family to help light a fire to warm the house in the 
frigid Midwest winter, or to perform various other Shabbos chores.  

He was well liked, respected, and always around when you needed him. He eventually came on a regular basis to 
the Viner family, as his sister Mary Jane had become best friends with her classmate Sarah Viner. Whenever he 
came, the Viners made sure to reimburse Harry with a small token of their appreciation - a piece of kugel or 
gefilte fish was always offered. Harry was particularly fond of matzah. When Harry returned from duty in World 
War I, he opened a haberdashery business with a Jew, Eddie Jacobson. When the business venture failed, Harry 
tried his hand at politics and performed a number of favors for the Jewish community, like surfacing the road to 
the local Jewish cemetery. 

The Viner family's close contact with young Harry may have influenced the course of Jewish, and indeed, world 
history. Harry's political aspirations were only beginning. In 1934 he was elected to the United States Senate, and 
was reelected in 1940 to a second six-year term. In 1944, President Franklin Delano Roosevelt inexplicably 
dropped his vice president, Henry A. Wallace, from the Democratic ticket, in favor of a then-unknown Missouri 
senator, Harry S. Truman. Shortly thereafter, Roosevelt passed away, and Truman became President of the United 
States. 

One of the major problems for the Truman administration following the end of World War II was the United 
States’ policy in regard to the proposed State of Israel. There were many pro-Arab officers within Truman's 
cabinet who were vehemently opposed to supporting the proposed State. As Truman later wrote: "The Department 
of State's specialists on the Near East were, almost without exception, unfriendly to the idea of a Jewish state... 
Like most of the British diplomats, some of our diplomats also thought that the Arabs, on account of their 
numbers and because of the fact that they controlled such immense oil resources, should be appeased. I am sorry 
to say that there were some of them who were inclined to be anti-Semitic."  In spite of all this, Truman 
immediately supported the State. As Truman himself put it in a personal note: 

"I recognized Israel immediately... in 1948 ... against the advice of my own Secretary of State, George Marshall, 
who was afraid the Arabs wouldn't like it... But I felt Israel deserved to be recognized and didn't give a darn 
whether the Arabs liked it or not." 

To this day, historians debate exactly what influenced Truman toward this policy regarding the newly founded 
State of Israel, a policy of support and aid which has been in place more or less for the past fifty years. His 
memoirs indicate his desire to help those who experienced the terrible suffering at the hands of the Nazis. Truman 
was far more sympathetic to the plight of the Jews than his predecessor. Who knows what role some matzah, 
kugel and gefilte fish played in the equation. 

 

Dedicated by Dan Ruchman in memory of his father Joseph Ruchman who, during his lifetime, was an articulate 
supporter of both the State of Israel and of President Harry Truman.
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some 
time with us at our religious services and social events.  If you have any questions please call 
703-579-6079 or visit us at www.yadshalom.com.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT!  
Please mail this application to:  
 

Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 

Centreville, VA 20122 
 
 

Adult _____________________ Birth date (mm/dd/yy) __________ Work Phone ________________ 
 
Adult _____________________ Birth date (mm/dd/yy) __________ Work Phone ________________ 
 
Wedding Anniversary _________________________ 
 
Children and Birth Date (s) 
________________________________________________________________________ 
 
Address ________________________________ City/State/Zip _____________________________ 
 
Home Phone ______________________ Email _________________________   
 
Yarzheit (Name(s) and Date(s)) 
____________________________________________________________________  
 
Please select one of the following: 
 
_________ First year membership for families and individuals:  $180 
_________ Family Membership (couple with children under 18 years of age):  $700 
_________ Couple Membership (with no children under 18 years of age):  $600 
_________ Family Individual Membership:  (Single parent with child(ren) under 18 years of age): $500
_________ Individual Membership: $400  
_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad                     
Shalom as well)  
 
Please contact our President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079, if you would like to discuss any 
financial accommodations. 
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 Donations are gratefully appreciated because 

they help us serve the community and grow 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          THANK YOU! 
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    

Board of Directors 

MEET YOUR 2006-07 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
703-579-6079 

Front row (L-R):   Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President 
                              Judy Lynn Green, Secretary 
        Sheila Fruman, Treasurer 
Back row: (L-R): Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 
       Lee Oppenheim: President 
  


