
���                                     
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com  
www.yadshalom.com 

�
�����������	��
��������
���

�	�����������	������
��
��������
������

��
���
����������
�
����������
��������� �	 ��������
����
���
������
���
������

�����	�����������
���������
�
�

 



 2 

 

February 2009 
 

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday  Friday Saturday 

1 

�����������
�����������������

�����������
�

��
����
���

���
����
��������
  

2 

  

3 

  

4 

  

5 

  

6 

5:18p Candle 
lighting 
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6:50p Havdalah (72 
min) 
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lighting 
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min) 
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HAPPY FEBRUARY  
BIRTHDAYS TO: 

 
3 – Gabriel Braunstein 
4 – Abram Wiesman 
7 – Tracy Whysong 

7 – Denise Wilkinson 
11  – Jim Wright 
14 – Buzz Pioso 

23 – Michael Clayberg 
 

 

 

 

                    
 

Please remember that it is the tradition 
for members of the congregation to 
bring and snack and/or drink to share 
for our Oneg Shabbat after services.  
We thank you, as always, for your 
generosity. 
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We will be spending most of the next two months reading from Exodus, the second of the Five Books of 
Moses. But I’m reluctant to let go of Genesis until I have discussed my favorite part of the saga of 
“Joseph and his Brothers”.  The saddest bunch of guys you ever did see had to have been Joseph’s eleven 
brothers following their capture and return to Joseph for ostensibly stealing Joseph’s property. Joseph is 
playing games with his brothers now.  The reason his younger brother Benjamin is now among the 
brothers is because Joseph made it clear to them - after their first famine-inspired trip to Egypt - that they 
better not come back for more grub without bringing along (his kid brother) Benjamin.  Just to make sure 
they wouldn’t forget his threat, he locked up brother No. 2, Simon, as a security deposit. 
 
When the brothers returned home from their first trip and told their father how they were insulted by the 
Food Czar of all Egypt (who is their unrecognized brother, Joseph), they mentioned how they revealed to 
him during his interrogation of them that there was yet another brother at home with Jacob.  Upon 
hearing this, Jacob erupted and chewed them out for spilling this information.  They then hoarded their 
Egyptian food as long as they could until reminding Jacob that with the famine still in force, they had to 
not only return to Egypt but were obliged to bring Benjamin along just to get in. I imagine this is sort of 
like “pay to play”. 
 
Jacob very reluctantly allows them to take Benjamin along who by this time is a married man with a 
family of his own.  Still, Benjamin is the baby in Jacob’s family, and as the sole remaining child of his 
beloved wife Rachel – Joseph is considered as “gone” by the family – Benjamin is now the favorite.  
Upon meeting with his eleven brothers – Simon was released from prison to join them – Joseph could 
barely control himself upon seeing his kid brother after all this time.  So he plots to have his chalice, a 
very personal article of his rank, stashed in Benjamin’s bag.  He then has his people chase down the 
eleven brothers as if they stole the family heirlooms.  They have no clue as to why they’re being pursued, 
least of all poor Benjamin.  And of course, it is in his sack where the incriminating evidence of theft is 
“found”.  This was a classic case of planted evidence. 
 
Although we read earlier in Genesis 38:1 that brother No. 4, Judah, had separated himself from the 
family, he has apparently rejoined the brothers and become the leader now.  Reuben, the oldest son, was 
disqualified on two counts.  Genesis 35:22 tells us how he messed around with one of Jacob’s 
concubines which Jacob found out about.  The second one can be inferred from Reuben’s failed attempt 
to save Joseph at the moment the brothers decided not to kill him but to sell him instead; it was here that 
Reuben failed as the leader in his brothers’ eyes.  Judah was the one who argued successfully to his 
brothers (while Joseph was temporarily detained in a pit) of the futility of killing Joseph, their flesh and 
blood, but instead to get rid of him completely by selling him to the approaching traders who were 
headed far away from home. 
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So prior to the brothers’ second food trip to Egypt, Judah pledged - on the lives of his own children - that 
he would safely return Benjamin to their father, a pledge Jacob accepted.  Judah leads again in the tense 
standoff with Joseph in Egypt.  Now picture this.  Joseph’s eleven brothers are marched into Joseph and 
surrounded by guards who look upon them as contemptible thieves.  Benjamin, who is considered the 
major suspect, is probably ‘out of it’ with fear.  Joseph just says: no problem, the one in whose sack is 
found my property stays here but all the rest of you are free to go back home.  Judah gets up and 
fearlessly approaches the Food Czar of all Egypt and clearly announces:  You can’t do that.  If we don’t 
bring home the youngest brother to our father, then he will immediately die of grief.  Take me instead of 
Benjamin.  I don’t care what you do, just take me.  Benjamin, however, must return to his father. 
 
It was at this point that our hero, Joseph, decides to reveal himself but first he sends out of the room all 
the locals including the interpreters.  Joseph did not really need people to interpret what the brothers 
were saying all along, and probably overheard in their internal discussions that they felt remorse over 
their ill treatment of him and then blamed all their problems in Egypt as payback for their earlier 
treatment of Joseph.  So Joseph had no fear being alone with his brothers at this excruciating moment.  
He also saw how Judah led them now, not the oldest brother Reuben, whom he probably observed earlier 
at home in Canaan as basically a weak man.   
 
Joseph, now alone with his brothers, says two things: (1) I am your brother Joseph; and (2) how’s Dad?  
The brothers are stupefied into silence as Joseph reveals himself to them.  Joseph then tries to lessen the 
tension in the room by saying that being sold as a slave to traders on their way to Egypt was God’s plan 
all along to save the lives of a great nation about to encounter a great famine.  The bottom line was that 
his brothers did no lasting harm to him but were just tools in God’s planning kit.   
 
An uneasy truce seems to take place between the brothers and Joseph.  Their father was relocated to 
Egypt upon the insistence of Joseph, who treats them all like visiting royalty by seeing that they get the 
choicest part of the land of Egypt.  He also sustains all of them down to the littlest one.  But when their 
father Jacob dies, out of fear of what Joseph may now do to them in their father’s absence, the brothers 
concoct a story that before his demise Jacob commanded them to urge Joseph to forgive them for their 
earlier offense and guilt.  Joseph was in tears as he heard this story.  The brothers then offered 
themselves as slaves to Joseph but Joseph waved them off saying that although they indeed meant him 
harm, God intended their action for good, which saved a lot of people. He then told them he will sustain 
them, and reassured them speaking kindly to his brothers (Genesis 50:21).   
 
The book of Genesis ends with Joseph dying of old age and being embalmed in the Egyptian fashion and 
buried in a coffin.  He made his people promise to take his bones with them when they eventually return 
to the Promised Land.  And of course, the Children of Israel demonstrated their loyalty to their memory 
of Joseph and did just that on the hectic evening of their glorious exodus from Egyptian bondage many 
years later. 
 
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
On the Torah schedule for January, we’ll be reading the finale to the first of the Five Books of Moses, 
Genesis.  Jacob blesses his sons before he is about to join his fathers, and most of us are familiar with 
many of his descriptions and future projections for his twelve sons as magnificently painted by Marc 
Chagall in the artist’s renowned windows.  Later on in our Torah reading in Exodus, we get into the early 
challenges to our people’s greatest leader, Moshe Rabbeinu.  It would be miraculous if the people of 
Israel could find such a leader today. 
 
I hope to see you often in February as we continue our Torah study.  
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Shalom: 
     I pray that the cease-fire between Hamas and Israel is still holding by the time you read this article.  
The images of war are never pretty.  Yet in today’s era of instant news it is the images and dialogue 
projected by the media that forms opinions.  Many Americans believe that Israel was justified in going 
after those forces that continuously rained down terror upon Israel in the form of missile attacks.  
However the majority of the world sees the pictures of Palestinian civilian deaths and errant shells as 
proof that Israel is the aggressor here.  Is it coincidence that they fail to see the shelling of Israel civilians 
on a daily basis by a territorial government?  Do they fail to recognize that for its entire existence Hamas 
has called for the elimination of the State of Israel and the death of all Jews there?  What can we do to 
promote Israel’s right to exist and defend itself? 
     When I was growing up, the American Jewish belief was that we should practice in private and not be 
showy in our Jewish identity.  I sometimes think that we continue this tradition by being silent in our 
support for Israel and our own Jewishness.  Being silent will not solve these problems.  Confronting our 
friends who question Israel at this time will pay great benefits in the future.  In order to do that we need 
to be able to provide them with facts and context.  Let us start by identifying the location.  Has Palestine 
ever been a country?  Not to my knowledge.  It has been a province or territory of other countries.  Even 
its people have been varied and come from European, Middle Eastern and other countries.  Jews are no 
more usurpers than many so-called Palestinians.  They emigrated to this place just like the Jews. 
     Jews did not steal the land from the local inhabitants.  As part of the Zionist movement, Jews 
purchased land from the local inhabitants.  They built settlements and collectives on that land.  The 
purchased land was situated in places that would be in what is now called Palestine and Israel.  In 1948 
an almost equal number of Jews moved from the Muslim territory to be formed as Palestine as Muslims 
did from the new State of Israel.  Israel absorbed these displaced Jews into the State of Israel.  
Resettlement camps were formed and the Jews were integrated into Israeli society.  Can we say the same 
for the Muslims who moved?  Of course not.  First no State of Palestine was permitted to form.  It was 
the Arab league that did that.  Next the Muslims who fled were forced into ‘refuge camps’ and refused 
citizenship into the local Government.  Jordan ruled the West Bank and Egypt ruled the Gaza strip.  
Rather than use the talents of their new citizens they elected to keep them in poverty and blame Israel for 
their problems.  They began teaching the children that Israel was the enemy and needed to be destroyed.  
Jordan closed the Jaffa Gates in Jerusalem and prohibited Jews from entering the Old City of Jerusalem, 
which was designated as an International City by the UN declaration.  In 1967 when Israel regain the Old 
City, it opened up the city to people of all faiths and keeps all the entrances of the city open.  
     Israel opened up its society to all faiths.  It permits all to practice their religion.  What is the practice 
in the West Bank or Gaza currently?  We know that Jews are not permitted in the Palestinian area similar 
to Saudi Arabia, Yemen, and many other Muslim countries.  We know that where these Fundamentalist 
Muslims take hold religious intolerance rises.  It is not only Jews but also Christians of all faiths. 
     If Hamas is the Government within Gaza then by international law they have declared war on Israel in 
words and deeds.  Israel has the right to defend its citizens from this terror.  There can be no double 
standard that says Hamas can shell Israel but if Israel does it, it is over-reacting.  Peace takes two willing 
partners.  Israel is still looking for that partner from the Palestinian side.  Let your friends know the facts.  
Goldie Meir stated that there could only be peace between Israel and the Palestinians when the 
Palestinians loved their children more than they hated the Jews.  May Hashem grant us that wish and that 
there be peace in both lands for the future. 
Lee�

�
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Lee Oppenheim 
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MAZEL TOV MOMENTS  
 

An exciting event in the life of the Pioso Family�
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ANNOUNCEMENTS FOR FEBRUARY 

 
EVENTS AND DATES TO REMEMBER AND 

THINGS TO SHARE WITH YOUR YAD 
SHALOM FAMILY  

 
   

JEWISH GENEALOGY SEMINAR  
SUNDAY,  MARCH  8TH: 

Learn how to trace and prepare your family’s history.  Congregation Yad Shalom will be 
offering a free mini-course in Jewish Genealogy.  Topics covered will include:  
Genealogy in Your Own Backyard (gathering information from people, places, and 
things); Genealogy in the Community (using Resources in Fairfax County, Washington, 
D.C., and beyond to dig into your family roots); Technology and Jewish Genealogy 
(family matching through genetic testing and facial recognition; popular web-based 
genealogy programs; and genealogy packages for recording your family history).   
Sessions meet from 10:00 AM to 12:30 PM and will begin with a brunch.  We are sure 
you enjoyed the first session held on January 18, 2009, so prepare for the second session, 
which will meet on March 8, 2009.  The third session will be arranged at a later date.  
Time is provided between sessions to allow participants to work with the information 
provided at each session.  The course will be held at the Oppenheim's home in 
Gainesville, VA.  Francine Lasken, who has worked on her own family’s genealogy for 
over thirty years and has taught and lectured on varied issues in Jewish genealogy, will 
teach the course.  Please RSVP to Yad Shalom at yadshalom@yadshalom.com or call us 
at 703-579-6079 
 

ANNA SHULMAN: QUEEN OF H STREET SUNDAY FEBRUARY 15T H: 
This event is a one-woman play.  This play tells the entertaining and true-life story of 
Anna Shulman, her arrival in the U.S., residence in Washington and her impact on her H 
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Street neighborhood, home to Jewish merchants in the 1920s and 30s.  It also shows how 
Anna and other immigrants repaid their debt of welcome by helping subsequent new 
arrivals.  A brunch is part of the event.  (See flyer below)
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JOIN THE YAD SHALOM BOOK CLUB :  Edit Braunstein and Shiela Sunray are 
organizing a book club.  About once a month a new book will be selected to read.  A 
discussion about the book will then take place.  For their first book, they have selected 
Rashi’s Daughter, Book 1, Joheved by Maggie Anton.  You can purchase the book for 
yourself or borrow it from the county library.  All those interested need to contact Yad 
Shalom so our organizers can properly plan the discussion phase and arrange a 
convenient date to hold the discussion.  RSVP to yadshalom@yadshalom.com or call us 
at 703-579-6079  
 
ENTERTAINMENT BOOK FUNDRAISER :  Congregation Yad Shalom is in receipt 
of the 2008 - 2009 Entertainment Books.  Please support our fundraiser by purchasing a 
book or two.  The cost of each book is $25.00.  You receive two-for-one dining coupons, 
dollars off meals, reduced prices to movie theatres and more.  There are travel discounts 
and local shopping coupons.  Please call Lee Oppenheim for your personal Entertainment 
Book(s) at 703-753-0928 or email him at the congregations email address.  You save 
money and eat well and Yad Shalom earns a few dollars.  
 
SUNDAY, FEBRUARY 1, 2009:  Yad Shalom will celebrate Super Bowl Sunday with a 
gathering at the Bystrans in Haymarket again this year.  Starting at 5:00 PM, bring your 
team colors and a dish to share.  Schmooze with friends before the game.  Watch the 
super bowl in a theatre style environment with family and friends.  Please reserve the date 
now.  We look forward to seeing everyone there.  For die-hard Redskin fans we can pray 
for their improvement next year and chant Next Year in Miami. 

 
IF YOU CAN’T FIND ENOUGH TO DO, YOU JUST AREN’T TRY ING HARD 

ENOUGH!!!!!   

�
�
�
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Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and grow 

 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 

Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          ��������	
  
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
����������������������������� 
 

 
 

YAD SHALOM GRATEFULLY ACKNOWLEDGES THE 
FOLLOWING GENEROUS DONATION MADE BY OUR 

CONGREGATION DURING THIS PAST MONTH 
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YOUR 2008-09 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):  Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President  

Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
Lee Oppenheim: President                        

Back row: (L-R): Robert Lasken, Treasurer  
                             Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 

      
       

Board of Directors 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Jon Sunray, at 703-378-1463.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


