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We recently concluded the Book of Gene#ig first of the Five Books of Moses. The final
Torahportion of Genesiss calledvVayechiwhich begins with the end of Father Jacob’s lif&e

is 147 and has lived his last 17 years in Egyptcehis reunion with Joseph, who is in charge
of feeding Egypt after a catastrophic regional didwand famine, the Children of Israel have
been living the life of highly honored guests indBen, Egypt.

Father Jacob realizes that it's time for him tocagd gathers the family around him before he
dies. First he deals with his favorite, Josepé,dliest child of his wife, Rachel. Joseph makes
the final visit to his father with his sons, Menastand Ephraim. Jacob, who is in prophecy
mode on his death bed, sees that of these two ymemgoorn and raised in Egypt, the younger
will become the dominant one. The text descrilmes hoseph presented his sons to Jacob for
blessing so that the older, Menasheh would bedobla right and Ephraim to Jacob’s left.
Jacob, already familiar from personal experienceegriving blessings from a dying patriarch
when his late mother (Rebecca) was trying to gebthssing of the firstborn from Isaac to him
rather than Esau, was up to the situation — amgserbhis hands so that his right hand rested on
Ephraim. When Joseph wanted to correct his fafta@ob insisted he knew what he was doing.

Jacob also made clear that these two grandsonthéaame rights to real estate in the Promised
Land as his own sons by declaring that EphraimNadasheh are to him as Reuben and Simon
(Jacob’s oldest sons). Each Friday after the pregevice when our parents in Yad Shalom
bless their children right before we chant kiddush the blessing that our parents recite to their
sons is “May God grant you the blessings of Ephrant Menasheh” (se&&iddur Sim Shalomp.
311). Our Yad Shalom girls receive a similar hilegsvith reference made to the four
matriarchs, Sarah, Rebecca, Leah and Rachel. \34eab is finished elevating his grandsons
Ephraim and Menasheh to the same status as hisrtsonemmences to bless his own sons.

Think “Chagall Windows” now. The symbols for indiual sons of Jacob/Israel, a.k.a. Children
of Israel, are shown exquisitely by the renowneidian his famous twelve windows depicting
them. The twelve tribes are made up of ten of Fadwvelve sons and Joseph’s two sons. The
two sons not included in the tribes are Joseph (&hepresented by his sons) and Jacob’s third
son, Levi. (Moses and Aaron, a few generatiores |atre Levites and then Aaron becomes the
very first priest or Cohen. Since the Cohanim arssof Aaron, served in the temple and the
Levites were civil servants who were assigned gigsin which to live, the number twelve
remains as the number of tribes that Joshua lednquering the Promised Land.) It’'s just that
there are tribes named for Ephraim and Menashehdidor Joseph and Levi.

Although Reuben was the firstborn and oldest sacob still had some reservations about him in
his blessing. The next two, Simon and Levi, caukambb a lot of grief in their violent reaction
to the abduction of their sister Dinah. Levi's clsdants become our priests and civil servants
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and Simon eventually was subsumed into the tribkrid&h by the time Assyria drove out the
Ten Tribes (or the Northern Kingdom of Israel) savgenerations after King Solomon.

The most promising future is in the blessing farakas fourth son Judah. The Jewish
homeland’s capital, Jerusalem, lies in its teryitofhis tribe was a leader in the wars led by
Joshua to conquer the land. After the loss offée Tribes, the land of the Children of Israel
becomes known as Judea and its people are Judeavishudim . . . Jews . . . all deriving from
this son’s name. Zebulon is depicted as a sailasgel, Issachar as a hard-working animal, Dan
as a serpent, Gad and Asher are blessed, my favdy@ftali - is an impala and the youngest,
Benjamin, is a wolf.

Jacob’s final request is to be buried in the Prechisand in the plot purchased by Abraham for
Sarah and then where he himself lies, and wheae lsad Rebecca lie buried, and where Jacob
buried Leah. His second wife, Rachel, died neahiBeem and was buried there. The land of
Egypt mourns Jacob’s passing and Joseph seekssseymto travel back to Canaan just to bury
his father. Specific mention of mourning for sedays is cited here from which we adopt this
custom (GenesiS0:10).

In the final chapter of Genesihe brothers still fear Joseph after 17 yearseaiceful living in
Egypt and with their mutual father now gone, araidfthat he will take revenge on them for the
dastardly way they treated the young Joseph. Thegoct a story that their father told them to
tell Joseph not to take revenge on them after Jetothe scene. Joseph replied that while they
sought to harm him, God turned their plan to thedgavhich resulted in saving untold lives
(during a great regional famine). He said thay tteould think nothing more about it, and he
also promised to continue to support them as heahvaalys done during Jacob’s time in Egypt.

Joseph lives to 110 and just before he dies, heesnlais family swear that when they eventually
leave Egypt to return to the Promised Land that thke his bones back there with them.
During the hectic night of fleeing Egypt followinige tenth plague, the slaying of the firstborn,
the Children of Israel indeed remembered to keeppitomise and brought out with them from
Egypt the bones of Joseph (Exodiss19).

| would have preferred to have shared this stotl wou personally at Friday night services
when Yad Shalom concluded Genesist events beyond my control prevented me fromglo
SO.

Phyllis and | wish the entire Yad Shalom family arsdfriends a very happiu Bishvat

Editor’s note:

The entire Yad Shalom Congregation joins together to give thanks to G-d that our
Cantor and Phyllis were not permanently or more seriously injured in their automobile
accident on January 5" on their way to services. We are grateful to have them back
with us on January 20",



Shalom:

Congregation Yad Shalom is healthy and growing. We are increasing our membership and
welcome new faces at our services and social events. Those who attend services
recognize the signs in our small congregation. Shalom Jewish Children enjoys a loyal and
increasing membership. Under the direction of Gloria Pioso, our youngest and their families
are learning and practicing the tenants of our faith. Just as important is the fact the entire
family shows a commitment to Judaism to the youngest in their midst. This was very
evident on January 5" as Shalom Jewish Children hosted a Shabbat Dinner. It was chaos
in action what with parts of nine families attending and more then thirty total participants.
Yet a typical Shabbat family dinner still occurred from candle lighting to benschening after
the meal. In between it was just like any large family gathering, something you should
expect from your congregation and get at Yad Shalom. It was a joy to be a participant in
this event.

Yet there are so many who do not participate. | have heard that attending regular
services, Shalom Jewish Children services or other congregation events is difficult because
we are tired after coming home from work or Saturday is our day to unwind. No doubt that
work and parenting is tiring. These same parents believe that Judaism is an important part
of their life and want to pass it on to their children. Our children learn by our example. If
Judaism is third or fourth on our list of priorities what message are we communicating to our
children? Make the effort now with your children and participate as a community. Show
them that Judaism takes a little effort but has many rewards. Even when we have grown
children, our behavior continues to influence our family. Think of all we know in the twilight
of their years who only hope that one of their children will be willing and able to say Kaddish
after they are gone. In business and government, planning is a critical stage. One comes
up with a vision and prepares the corporate strategic plan from that. Where will we be in
five, ten or twenty years? As Jews our strategic plan should look out at least fifty years as
we live longer. Make your plan accordingly and implement it now so that it will bear the
fruits you desire.

In order to bear fruit, we plan. Chamishah Asar Bi'Shevat, or more commonly known as
Tu B'Shevat, occurs this year on Saturday February 3. Originally an agricultural festival it
is now the national tree planting festival. Our sages called it Rosh Hashanah Lallanot or
‘the New Year of the Trees'. In biblical times, the farmers used this date to figure the
mandatory tithe (taxes) of his produce for the Temple. As in biblical times, Congregation
Yad Shalom requires the support of its members. Our dues only go so far in providing for
the things we would like to do on your behalf. | end this month’s message with a request
that each of you again calculate what the additional value of Congregation Yad Shalom is to
you and the community. Make that additional donation as they did many years ago at this
time.

May our blessings multiply and be a joy forever.

B’shalom,
Lee
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THIS MONTH WE LEARN ABOUT ONE OF OUR MEMBERS — A GR ACIOUS, GENEROUS AND
SOFT SPOKEN GENTLEMAN — HE WILL HELP ANYONE AT ANY TIME.....JUST ASK HIM. HE
HAS A WRY SENSE OF HUMOR (JUST READ BELOW) AND WE ARE GRATEFUL TO KNOW
HIM AND ENJOY HIS COMPANY.
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Name: CIiff Schein [I never had a middle name, whickraes to
pose a problem for some. So, when Judy asked abpuatiddle
name, | just told her it was “Zorro.”

Place of Birth: Washington DC (because at the time | was born
there were no hospitals in Prince Georges County).

Where | grew up and have lived: | grew up in the “Socialist”
planned community of Greenbelt, MD and lived thierethe first
18-years of my life. While attending the Univeysif Maryland,
| lived on campus in College Park. From therajlisted in the Air Force and during those four
years | was stationed in San Diego, Vietnam ance@aal. After my military service, | lived in
Wheaton, MD and eventually moved further “Southfite in Washington, DC, then in

Northern Virginia in Arlington, Falls Church, Alerdria, Annandale and, finally, Fairfax (where
| hope to stay).

Occupation: I am a Human Resources Specialist at the U.Sairaent of Labor in the Mine
Safety and Health Administration (MSHA) in RoSIWA.

Things | like to do for fun and enjoyment: On my first date with Judy, | told her I liked
playing “turst.” She asked, “What is that?” l&gayou know, sightseeing, going to museums
and other places. She said, “Oh, you mean touristaid, that’s right, “turst.” That’s now the
license plate on our van. | also really enjoy levadks through Burke Lake Park and I'm a big
sports fan. For eating enjoyment, my favorite plscAmicci’'s Restaurant in Baltimore’s Little
Italy.

Something | have always dreamed of doingi would love to take a white-water rafting trip
through the Grand Canyon.

One of my most memorable Jewish experiencesthe first time | led the Passover Seder at my
sister’'s house was six weeks after my father passgd | truly felt he was there looking over
my shoulder helping me to lead the Seder.

Favorite movie and book: There are so many great movies, but I'm partiahbst movies
starring Tom Hanks. There are two historicallydzheovels by Leon Uris that, for me, are most
memorable: “Trinity” and “The Haj.” The characexere so fascinating that | didn’t want
either book to end!

Something about me that others may not know but | wuld like to share: 1 am planning on
retiring in 2008 and would like to do somethinghe tourism industry such as becoming a tour
guide. But, if all else fails, since I've lived alver the metropolitan area, | can always drive a
cab!!!
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Chamishah Asar B'Shevat or Tu B’'Shevat meanditieenth day of the month
of Shevat. The Tu represents the Hebrew lett¢i@ie vav whose combined
numerical value is fifteen (15). Chamishah Asaansefifteen in Hebrew. In
ancient times this was an agricultural festivalis Inot mentioned in the Torah.
We first learn about Chamishah Asar B’Shevat agithe when farmers figure
their tithe to the temple. It was a time when agjtural life was beginning to stir
in the land of Israel. The mishnah fathers refiteethis date as Rosh Hashanah
Lallanot or the New Year of the Trees. Particylarhce the establishment of the
State of Israel, Tu B’Shevat is celebrated as tee Mear for the trees with tree
planting festivals.

Since the destruction of the Temple, the Jevilse Diaspora have used
Chamishah Asar B’'Shevat as a custom to remembédruite & nuts from the
Land of Israel. This is why we partake of as manits and nut varieties as
possible on this day. Congregation Yad Shalomhlle a Tu B'Shevat Sedar
both at the Shalom Jewish Children and Regular &ta®ervice to honor this
custom on Saturday February.3We will partake of the many fruits to remind of
us of the Land of Israel. They include figs, dat#sionds, oranges, lemons, fruit
of the carob tree, grapes, raisins, apples, andrizen

Please remember that this is the time to glaes in Israel. Trees help Israel's
environment by providing green spaces throughauttuntry. They make the
land beautiful, prevent soil erosion, and producggen. The Jewish National
Fund (vww.jcnf.org) is one organization that plants trees in Israsdugh your
kind donations.
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some
time with us at our religious services and social events. If you have any questions please call
703-579-6079 or visit us at www.yadshalom.com. And if you would like to join us, GREAT!
Please mail this application to:

Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Birth date (mm/dd/yy) Work Phone

Adult Birth date (mm/dd/yy) Work Phone

Wedding Anniversary

Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Yarzheit (Name(s) and Date(s))

Please select one of the following:

First year membership for families and individuals: $180

Family Membership (couple with children under 18 years of age): $700

Couple Membership (with no children under 18 years of age): $600

Family Individual Membership: (Single parent with child(ren) under 18 years of age): $500

Individual Membership: $400

Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad
Shalom as well)

Please contact our President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079, if you would like to discuss any
financial accommodations.




Board of Directors

MEET YOUR 2006-07 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
703-579-6079
Front row (L-R): Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice Ps&lent
Judy Lynn Green, Setary
Sheila Fruman, Treasurer
Back row: (L-R): Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President
Lee Oppenheim: President

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom THANK YQU!

P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 2012
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