Gesher Jewish Day School Guardian of the Bridge Direr 2006

Dor L'Dor: From Generation to Generation
Honoring Dottie Bennett and Ann Bennett

This year at the Guardian of the Bridge Dinner,&@egewish Day School will have the privilege ohbdng Dottie
Bennett and Ann Bennett. Both together and indiaily, Dottie and Ann are exemplary members ofNloethern
Virginia Jewish Family. As mother and daughteoftiz and Ann demonstrate how effectively one gati@n can seed
the future for the next generation. Other honoegdke Dinner will include thBuilding Campaignteam and committes
substitute teacher Mrs. Edie Gollomp, and alumfarsal Garon.

As a community, we will also be celebrating thegress of construction on the new Gesher facilityicgpating the
move into Gesher’s new building in the coming y&de hope that you will join us cBunday, March 26, 2006at the
Hilton Hotel in McLean for an evening of elegancel anspiration, an opportunity to celebrate ourasthhonor the
leaders of our generation, and look ahead to arnektrin our future generations. For more informato attending the
dinner, please contact Michelle Maletnatnhalet@gesher-jds.o call (703) 978-9789, ext. 127.

Congregation Yad Shalom
P.0.Box 223809

Chantilly, VA 20154

(Ph) 703-802-8901
yadshalom@yadshalom.com
www.yadshalom.com




February 2006

Sunday | Monday Tuesday WednesdayThursday ~ Friday | Saturday
1 2 3 4
3rd of Sh'vat, |4th of 5th of Sh'vat, 6th of Sh'vat, 576
5766 Sh'vat, 576655766 6:46p Havdalah
5:15pCandle  |(72 min)
lighting
5 6 7 8 9 10 11
7th of Sh'vat, 5766 |8th of 9th of 10th of Sh'vat,11th of 12th of Sh'vat, |13th of Sh'vat,
Sh'vat, Sh'vat, 5766 Sh'vat, 57665766 5766
5766 5766 5:23pCandle  |6:54p Havdalah
lighting (72 min)
12 13 14 15 16 17 18
14th of Sh'vat, 5766 15th of 16th of 17th of Sh'vat,|18th of 19th of Sh'vat, |20th of Sh'vat,
Sh'vat, Sh'vat, 5766 Sh'vat, 57635766 5766
5766 5766 5:31pCandle  |7:02p Havdalah
Tu B'Shvat lighting (72 min)
19 20 21 22 23 24 25
21st of Sh'vat, 5766{22nd of 23rd of 24th of Sh'vat|25th of 26th of Sh'vat, |27th of Sh'vat,
Sh'vat, Sh'vat, 5766 Sh'vat, 57665766 5766
5766 5766 5:39pCandle |Shabbat Shekalin
lighting 7:10p Havdalah
(72 min)
26 27 28
28th of Sh'vat, 576629th of 30th of
Sh'vat, Sh'vat,
5766 5766

>




h'vat
Shva KIBBITZER
February 2006
Y www.yadshalom.com
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A monthly Shabbat morning program for
young children with Eema or Abba

Program
*February 11, 2006 Tu B’shevat

Date

March 11, 2006 Purim
*April 1, 2006 Passover
*May 20, 2006 Shavuot

Outdoor service and
celebration

*June 3, 2006

* These are the days when Shalom Jewish
Children will be followed by Shabbat serviceg
at 10:00am. Please feel free to stay.

*  All programs will meet at 9:00 am in Rec
Center #3 in Little Rocky Run, unless noted
otherwise.

*  Please dress appropriately in honor of

Shabbat.

*  Each program costs $5. You can pay $50

the year.

Please send a check payable to:

Congregation Yad Shaloand note on memo
line: “Shalom Jewish Children”

Please mail to:

Congregation Yad Shalom

P.O. Box 223809

Chantilly, VA 20154

* Contact Gloria Pioso at (703) 802-8091 or

yadshalom@yadshalom.cdior more

information.
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TheTorahdirects us to perform 613 commandments. Theclasimandment requires one to actually write olibeah
| would say that this requirement is about as séialas requiring each father to circumcise his o@wborn son at the
age of eight days. Abris ceremonies that | have ever attended have a $igecilled anohelwho snips, swabs and
oints, blesses and then returns the infant todsly.

So, too, does a specialist calledaderfulfill our obligation to write alorah Thesoferis often a person who dedicates
his life to Judaica and who prepares for writinfoaiah by assembling kosher parchment, needle and thdeafting

tools, quills and ink. Theoferis intimately familiar with each word of tRerahand can write and then ink them so they
are clear and legible to a host of futli@ahreaders who, in turn, may be reading the complétedh scroll many,

many years later and many, many miles away.

One of the most memorable events in the life adragecegation — keeping in mind that therahis usually read in public
— is welcoming & orahinto its midst. A neworahis dedicated with great pomp and fanfare wheresttige
community is encouraged to attend and enjoy theedagvent with dance, food, drink and great jogt Jike at a Jewish
wedding. Lay people are often involved in the ingtof the last verse of the scroll and thus tley, feel a strong
connection to its holiness.

A well-maintainedTorah scroll can last for generations, and it is notammon for aar/bat mitzvaho read from a

scroll that Grandpa may have read from on the ddysadbecoming dar mitzvah Like any cherished instrument, say, a
Stradivarius violin, & orahscroll requires keen observation during its usi Gareful maintenance to sustain a long
useful life to its congregants and users.

Yad Shalom was the fortunate recipient of a bealufibrah scroll that we now read regularly. Our scroll n@guires
some overhaul by specialists who know how to mairttsis unique instrument and our Congregationisaad link to our
Jewish faith. Several people in our CongregatiawveHocated such expertise nearby to perform wieatamnot do
ourselves. Some of oiiiorah's rehabilitation might be accomplished by our avamgregants such as “polishing” the
surface to clear up the blank space while enhanbiegcroll’s readability and appearance. Our cegants are literally
doing God’s work as it is written, “From out of Zighall come forth th&orahand the word of God from Jerusalem”
(Isaiah2:3).

As one of the regular readers of the Yad Shalomah | look forward to enjoying the improved mechaniéshe
wooden rollers (calledtz chaim and the enhanced appearance of our scroll's pach During our Congregational
aliyah each time we read from otiorah, all of us gathered around tfierah scroll who peer into it will experience the
same enjoyment.

May we all be blessed with many more years of @nggur refurbished orahscroll. | truly believe that Moses or
Moshe Rabbeinwur greatest Teacher, would be proud of his prgge Northern Virginia in their care for thieorah
which he transmitted to us years ago after ouresiain Egypt.
Phyllis and | wish the entire Yad Shalom family andts friends a deliciousTu Bishvat
See y'all at theTu Bishvat Sedepn February 11!



At our Shabbat service on January 21st, Yad Shalom welcomed back its Tree of Life, our Torah, after its
recent trip to Maryland for a much-needed refurbishment. In a dignified ceremony led by Cantor Zucker
and marked by the handing of the Torah to each participant, the reading of a Ketubah (see below) and a
Torah study, we once again fulfilled the mitzvah and obligation to make Torah an active presence in our
lives. Our youngest attendees helped commemorate this wonderful event by making Tzedakah boxes,
and presented one to Cantor Zucker.

We acquired our Torah in 1999 from Congregation Anshai Sfard in Lynn, Massachusetts through our
congregational emissaries, Nancy and Jerry Gordon. In the years it has been in Yad Shalom, our

Torah has sustained us through monthly Torah studies, yearly High Holiday observances, and eleven Bar
and Bat Mitzvahs. Our Torah has been raised in Hagbah and rolled from end to end as we renew our
yearly reading cycle. Our Torah has rightfully been the central focus of Yad Shalom's religious programs
and we have strived to honor it, learn from it and live up to its teachings.

While the words of the Torah endure through the ages, the physical structure of our Torah has needed
attention. Handles were coming loose, parchment tape and thread were coming apart and the parchment
itself was gathering dust. So a few years ago we started a Torah Restoration Fund in honor of Cantor
Zucker and the memory of his mother, who inspired him to pursue his Jewish and cantorial education.
The generosity of Yad Shalom's members became very evident as the fund grew over time. Finally, we
felt we had enough funds to accomplish some basic maintenance and refurbishment. Lee Oppenheim
and Gloria Pioso researched a number of options through rabbis in Maryland and we finally sent our
Torah on a local journey to regain its physical strength. The result has been impressive, particularly in the
solidity of the structure and the vibrancy of the lettering. Our Tree of Life has become even stronger!

During our Torah study at the rededication service, we read about Moses' initial meeting with God and his
instructions to free the Hebrew people from Pharoah's oppression. Cantor Zucker pointed out that just as
the burning bush was never consumed with fire, so it is that our learning from the Torah is never
consumed. Through its past in Congregation Anshai Sfard to its present and future in Congregation Yad
Shalom, our Torah has and will continue to be eternal. May it always accompany us in peace, health, and
enlightenment.

Ketubah Read Upon Rededication Of Yad Shalom’s Tora h

The relationship between the Jewish people and the Torah has been viewed as a marriage and the
symbol of the Ketubah, the traditional marriage contract, has been used to illustrate it. At the rededication
of Yad Shalom’s Torah, Cantor Zucker read the following Ketubah:

“On the 21 day of the month of Tevet, in the year five thousand seven hundred sixty six since the
creation of the world, according to our accustomed reckoning, corresponding to January 21, 2006, in the
city of Centreville, Virginia.

We, the members of Congregation Yad Shalom, promise to consecrate ourselves, individually and
communally, to your Torah, represented here today by our newly-refurbished Sefer Torah, just as our
ancestors consecrated themselves when they stood at Sinai to receive the original Torah.



We promise to act in such a way as to make the words of Torah sweet by loving, honoring, and cherishing
each other and the works of your creation.

We promise to work together to make for this Sefer Torah a congregational home which will be faithful to
the teachings of Torah, committed to deeds of living kindness and tikkun olam, filled with reverence for
learning and spiritual fulfillment, warmed by loving generosity, sanctified by music, candles and wine and
always meriting the presence of the shechinah (G-d’s divine presence).

We promise to act as friends, to give each other joy and to support one another in times of sadness, to
honor our differences, to strengthen one another in our goals and to bring up our children within the
covenant of Israel.

We promise always to support one another and to act with forgiveness, compassion and integrity, guided
by the teachings of Torah and linked eternally to the past, present and future of the Jewish people.”

Jon Sunray
Xix YARZHEITS Xix
7-Leona Bartell’'s
Mother
Happy February Birthdays _ . ,
11 — Jim Wright 11-Bunny Wright's
14 - Buzz Pioso Mother
15-Leona Bartell’'s
J(appy . |nniversary Husband ’
21 — Nancy Gordon’s
Grandfather
X X
1- Susan and Allen Bloom
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From: Cantor and Phyllis Zucker, to Yad Shalom's Torah Restoration Fund in memory of his
: mother, Eda M. Zucker. :
: From: Nancy and Jerry Gordon, to Yad Shalom’s Torah Restoration fund in honor of the marriage :
of Susan and Allen Bloom’s son Wesley to Karen Shapiro. :
: From: Art and Carol Goldberg



WHO'S WHO AT YS

DID YOU EVER WANT TO GET TO KNOW YOUR FELLOW CONGRE GANTS BETTER? DO YOU KNOW
EVERYTHING THERE IS TO KNOW ABOUT EVERYONE? WELL, HERE'S YOUR CHANCE TO GET TO
KNOW YOUR YS FAMILY BETTER. THE NEWSLETTER WILL NO W CARRY A PROFILE EACH
MONTH OF ONE YOUNG MEMBER OF OUR CONGREGATION AND O NE OLDER MEMBER. YOU'LL
BE CALLED, SO BE THINKING ABOUT YOUR ANSWERS TO THE SE PROVOCATIVE QUESTIONS!!!

>

Place of Birth: Inova Fairfax Hospital, Fairfax, VA
Where | grew up and have lived: Clifton, VA

Occupation: Beautiful toddler m 3

Things | like to do for fun and enjoyment...I love to read, read, read.
Hugging Mommy and Daddy are right up there on my list too.

Something | always dreamed of doing is ...Potty training.
One of my most memorable Jewish experiences....Swinging on the door at Yad Shalom services.
Favorite movie and book....Richard Scarry's Best ABC Video Ever. One Fish, Two Fish, Red Fish, Blue Fish by Dr. Seuss

Something about me that others may not know but | would like to share...My hair is naturally curly and | have never had a
haircut.

> ?

Place of Birth: Boston, Massachusetts

Where did you grow up and where have you lived?
| grew up in Winthrop, Mass and moved to Centreville
after college

Occupation: Pharmacist for Safeway
Things | like to do for fun and enjoyment: Spend time with the family and travel
Something | always dreamed of doing: Photo safari in Africa

One of my most memorable Jewish experiences: Receiving the Torah from Congregation Anshai S'fard in Lynn, MA; and
the B’nai Mitzvot of our children

Favorite movie: | enjoy comedies, especially those containing physical comedy

Something about me that others may not know but that | would like to share: | love volunteering for Traveler’s Aid at
Dulles Airport and spending any spare time at the Udvar-Hazy Museum
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The Superbowl is Sunday February 5 and our paitysteirt at 5:30 PM. Please call 703-802-8901 /R
and for directions. For planning purposes, pléaises know what you would like to bring to avaidplicates
on some things and nothing on other things. Sumupess drinks, appetizers, desserts, chips, vetgtafvuit.

We look forward to sharing the evening with you.

Each year Yad Shalom celebrates Tu B’Shvat (the Xear
of the Trees) with a wonderful seder, where wettylifferent
types of fruits and nuts. It's a wonderful time &l, young,
middle aged and old alike — please come and jowyaar’ll be
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We love having visitors and love talking to new niems so please feel free to spend some time
with us in our religious services and/or socialr@se If you have any questions, please call our
President, Jon Sunray, at 703-378-1463. And ifwould like to join us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subtoi Congregation Yad Shalom, PO Box
223809, Chantilly, VA 20153

Adult Birth(rab/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Bireh(rab/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jewveishiple with children under 18 years of ¢

Mrried Couple Membership: $600 (Married Jewish ¢ewygthout children under 18
years of age)

Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jéwisan or woman with child(ren) under
years of age)

Associate Membership: $180 (You belorantther synagogue but want to join Yad
Shalom as well)

Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jawisgn or woman or one married to -
Jewish partner)

| am interested but need more informatflease contact n




Board of Directors

President Immediate Past Presiden
Jon Sunray Mike Goldenzweig
Treasurer Secretary .
Evelyn Bystran Susan Goldenzweig

Executive Vice President
Susan Bloom

Vice President of
Religious Observances
Lee Oppenheim

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 223809
Chantilly, Virginia 20153

THANK YOU!
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