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Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com  
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Sunday  Monday  Tuesday  Wednesday  Thursday  Friday  Saturday  

    1 
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4:30p Candle 
lighting 
 
 

5 

6:00p Havdalah 
(72 min) 
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9 
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11 

Chanukah: 1 
Candle  
 ��  ��  :�����  
4:30p Candle 
lighting 

12 

Chanukah: 2 
Candles  
 	���  �
  :�����  
6:00p Havdalah 
(72 min) 
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Chanukah: 3 Candles  
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14 

Chanukah: 4 
Candles  
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15 

Chanukah: 5 
Candles  
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16 

Chanukah: 6 
Candles  
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17 

Rosh Chodesh 
Tevet  
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Chanukah: 7 
Candles  
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18 

Rosh Chodesh 
Tevet  
	

  ���  ���  
Chanukah: 8 
Candles  
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4:32p Candle 
lighting 
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Chanukah: 8th 
Day  
 ��  ���  :�����  
6:02p Havdalah 
(72 min) 
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4:35p Candle 
lighting 

 

26 

6:06p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

27 

Asara B'Tevet  
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Kislev - Tevet 
5770 

December 
2009 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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HAPPY DECEMBER BIRTHDAYS 
TO: 

 
4 – Edit Braunstein 
16 – Dan Bystran 

26 – Susan Goldenzweig 
 

 

 

 

Please remember that it is the tradition 
for members of the congregation to 
bring and snack and/or drink to share 
for our Oneg Shabbat after services.  
We thank you, as always, for your 
generosity. 
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I recently read where the city of Hebron is described as the second holiest site in Judaism.  If one 
considers Jerusalem - where both the First and Second Temples were built - as the holiest site, then 
ranking second is pretty high.  How we even got to Hebron is discussed in the weekly Torah portion, 
Chayei Sarah, which means the life of Sarah (Genesis 23:1-25:18). But first, let’s look at the preceding 
portion. 
 
During the Torah reading called Vayera that immediately precedes Chayei Sarah - when Yad Shalom’s 
Connor and Brendan Gillooly were called up to the Torah as b’nai mitzvah - we read how God 
remembered Sarah’s doubts about ever having a child and how she then bore Abraham’s son Isaac.  
Baby Isaac was weaned with great fanfare and Sarah then persuaded her husband to banish her servant, 
Hagar, and also Ishmael, the son Hagar bore to Abraham.  Sarah wanted to make sure that her son Isaac, 
not Ishmael, would become Abraham’s unchallenged heir.  Shortly thereafter, God tests Abraham by 
telling him to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, from which Abraham does not demur but travels three days with 
his (and Sarah’s) son to do.  At the last moment, God intercedes and then praises Abraham for his 
faithfulness.  Abraham finds a ram nearby as an alternative sacrifice, which is why we read this Torah 
portion on Rosh Hashanah and also blow a ram’s horn, the shofar, on that day.  No mention is made in 
Genesis of Sarah’s reaction to her husband’s resolute response to God’s test above and her son’s 
apparently just going along with it.  
 
After our favorite senior couple Abraham and Sarah bring their son Isaac into the world, and after 
Abraham goes off to Mount Moriah to offer Isaac as a sacrifice, which was specifically directed by God, 
Sarah dies at the age of 137.  Chayei Sarah opens with Abraham going off to shop for a site in which to 
bury his beloved wife, the original mother of the Jewish people.  Although he declares himself a resident 
alien (Genesis 23:4) in the land of Canaan, he comes across Hittite people who are exceptionally nice to 
him.  It is apparent to the locals that Father Abraham is a special person who has done very well in life 
and who poses no threat to them.  They treat him like a prince of God. When Abraham declares his 
intention to buy at full price a plot in a specific cave on Hittite property in what is still called Hebron 
today, they respond with “no problem . . . whatever you want . . . go bury your deceased ”.  And so 
Abraham does as they say. 
 
This property, known as the field of Machpelah in the land of Canaan, passed from the Hittites to 
Abraham as a burial site (see Genesis 24:17-20) and remained in Abraham’s family.  His sons, Isaac and 
Ishmael, will subsequently bury Abraham there.  Isaac is eventually buried there together with his wife 
Rebecca.  Leah, Jacob’s first wife, is also buried there; Rachel died while giving birth to Jacob’s 
youngest son Benjamin and so is buried elsewhere.  Jacob, who later joined Joseph as his house guest in 
Egypt, is brought out of Egypt back to the family burial site in a state funeral.  The book of Genesis 
concludes with the death of Joseph - considered No. 2 in Egypt after he saved the nation from a 
disastrous famine - who made his family promise him on his deathbed to, someday, return his bones to 
his family’s burial plot in Hebron.  Sure enough, with everything else on his plate on the night the 
Children of Israel commenced their exodus from Egypt to the Promised Land, Moses also brought with 
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him the remains of Joseph (Exodus 13:19), who will eventually lie in Hebron where his father, his aunt 
Leah, grandparents Isaac and Rebecca and great-grandparents Abraham and Sarah are all buried. 
 
The ownership of the burial field Machpelah with its cave passed from the Hittites to Abraham as a 
burial site. Jews and Arabs contest its ownership to this day since Arabs also lay claim to Abraham as 
one of their religious founders. 
 
Abraham is now a widower and has an unmarried son to worry about.  Abraham does not want a wife for 
Isaac selected from Canaan and sends his chief servant, Eliezer, all the way back home to the city of 
Nahor in Mesopotamia from whence he originally came to Canaan years ago.  Eliezer is afraid that he 
won’t succeed on this critical finding-a-wife-for-Isaac mission but fortuitously meets Rebecca at the 
community well who – it so happens - was born to Bethuel, a nephew of Abraham.  The Torah here 
describes Rebecca, a maiden and one of our foremothers, as “very beautiful”.  She has a brother, Laban, 
about whom you will hear more later in this article and future articles. 

It is inevitable – or beshert, in Yiddish – that Rebecca is the one-and-only for our second forefather, 
Isaac.  Her family, of course, doesn’t want her to leave home right away but Eliezer is anxious about 
being away from Abraham any longer.  On her own volition, Rebecca agrees to leave her family and to 
follow Eliezer back to Abraham’s household where she will begin a new life.  As they approach 
Abraham’s home, Isaac is out in the field (some rabbis say he is praying the evening or Ma-ariv service) 
and sees her coming on her camel from Mesopotamia.  Out of modesty, Rebecca covers herself with a 
veil.  Eliezer tells Isaac what happened on his very successful quest in finding a bride for him.  Isaac then 
brings the maiden Rebecca into the tent of his deceased mother Sarah, and takes her as his wife.  Isaac 
loved her, and then found comfort after his mother’s death. There is no mention of a caterer or a wedding 
party in the biblical text but all of the preceding two sentences are literally taken from (Genesis 24:67). 
 
With Isaac now settled, Abraham took another wife, Keturah, who bore him six more children.  He died 
at age 175 and was buried next to Sarah in Hebron (Genesis 25:9).  
 
Isaac and Rebecca, however, have trouble starting a family for twenty years after marriage.  Rebecca 
finally becomes pregnant with twins who begin to struggle with each other while still in her womb.  The 
older will be Esau, founder of the nation of  Edom.  The younger is our third forefather, Jacob, who later 
has to flee his parents’ home to escape the wrath of Esau on the quarrelsome issue of firstborn rights.  
Jacob will meet up with his mother’s brother, Laban, and work 20 years for him in order to marry his 
daughters Leah and Rachel.  Jacob and his wives and concubines eventually leave Laban’s household 
and return to Canaan to raise over a dozen children.   
 
We have so far, in Chayei Sarah, met two of our three forefathers and two of our four foremothers of the 
Jewish people.  We will soon begin to meet our third forefather, Jacob, and his children after whom we 
name so many of our children today, nearly four millennia later.  My father – may he rest in peace – was 
called Simon, Phyllis’s father – may he rest in peace – was called Benjamin, and nearly everyone has 
heard the biblical names Joseph, Dan and Dinah – all children of Jacob.  And of course Jacob’s wives, 
Leah and Rachel, who are our people’s foremothers three and four, are specifically named in our prayers 
and are also popular girls’ names selected for our children today. 
  
- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
 
Our next celebration will be the eight days of Chanukah, December 12-19, 2009. Since the first night of 
Chanukah this year is on Friday, December 11, corresponding to the 25th of Kislev, it is customary to 
light the Chanukah candles before we light the Shabbat candles. This order of lighting candles on 
Shabbat Chanukah will happen twice during Chanukah 5770. 
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Shalom: 
          
There is a great National Health Care Debate on going all around us.  How best should we 
try and address this issue. As a community we are taught to take care of one another.  How 
many of us have sent casseroles or a full dinner to a family that was not well.  As parents 
we are always giving advice to our family and friends on how to be safe thereby avoiding 
accidents and hospitals.  What a way to reduce health care costs.  So I offer the following: 
 
HOW TO STAY SAFE IN THE WORLD TODAY:  
  
Avoid riding in automobiles because they are respon sible for 20% of all fatal 
accidents.  
Do not stay at home because 17 percent  of all accidents occur in the home...(that's 
37 % already)  
Avoid walking on streets or sidewalks because 14 percent  of all accidents occur to 
pedestrians....(now that's 51%)  
Avoid traveling by air, trains or buses, 16 percent  of accidents involve these forms of 
transportation.... (that's 67%)  
Of the remaining 33 percent.... 32 percent  of all deaths occur in hospitals.  
Above all else avoid hospitals .  
  
You will be pleased to learn that only .... 0.01% of all deaths occur in a 
synagogue....(and these are usually related to prev ious physical disorders).  
  
Therefore, logic tells us that the safest place for  you to be at any given point in time 
is in Synagogue. For safety's sake....go to Shul as  often as possible!  It could save 
your life!  
  
PS: You don't have to be Jewish to go to shul. You may not understand what the old 
guys are saying but sometimes they serve wine in pa per cups.  
 
A friend sent me the above.  While it is said with humor I hope Yad Shalom can count on 
each and every one of you to remain safe in this world and beyond.  See you at services 
and all our functions that will keep you and your family safe. 
 
Lee 

�
����������������� �
Lee Oppenheim 
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ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS FOR DECEMBER AND BEYOND  
 

MAZEL TOV MOMENTS  
Rebecca Pioso was selected to play on the SYA U-10 All Star soccer team during the 2009 Fall 
tournament.  Congratulations, Rebecca, we’re all proud of you! 

Andrea and Danielle Schiffman have moved into their new home in South Riding.  Mazel Tov, 
ladies, we are all so happy for you! 

ENTERTAINMENT BOOK FUND RAISER  
Congregation Yad Shalom is still selling Entertainment Books in order to raise funds for the 
Congregation.  Books are $30 each.  Yes, the price has gone up this year, but what hasn’t?  You can 
begin using your book as soon as you receive it and the savings will continue until Sept. 30, 2010.  
The Entertainment Book provides discounts at restaurants, fast food places, car rentals and more.  
Please help the Congregation by ordering your book now.  Please email us at yadshalom at(@) 
yadshalom.com.  We deliver. 
 

FRIDAY NIGHT DINNER AND SERVICE, DECEMBER 4 TH 
This family affair has been cancelled and is being rescheduled for Friday, January 15, 2010.  We 
apologize for any inconvenience this change may cause.   
 

DINNER OUT, FRIDAY, DECEMBER 25 TH  
Please watch your e-mail for further information about this fun Yad Shalom activity scheduled 
annually for Christmas Day.  If you have not joined the congregation in years past, think about it for 
2009 – we really do have a great time. 

 
SHALOM JEWISH CHILDREN PROGRAM  

The Shalom Jewish Children Saturday Program is being re-energized with once a month meetings.  
The program will be held concurrently with our normal Saturday Service beginning with the January 
30th Service.  This will be a Tu B'Shevat Seder for adults and children combined.  Special children's 
activities will be provided for our Shalom Children's group ages 2 - 5.   Program activities will be 
from 10:00 - 11:30 AM. There is no charge for participating in Shalom Jewish Children.  Please 
RSVP if you plan to attend. 

Donations are gratefully appreciated because 
they help us serve the community and grow 

 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                          ��������	
��������	
��������	
��������	
  
     P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
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PHOTOGRAVURE 
 

TASHLICH SERVICE, SEPTEMBER 2009 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

LULAV SHAKE, OCTOBER 2009
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YOUR 2009-10 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):  Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President  

Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
Lee Oppenheim: President                        

Back row: (L-R): Robert Lasken, Treasurer  
                             Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 

      
       

Board of Directors 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time with us 
in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our President, Lee 
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   

  P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 
 
Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ______________________ 

Adult _____________________________________  Birthdate (mo/day/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)  _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
 


