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Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557

Centreville, VA 20122

(Ph) 703-579-6079
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Schedule of Services

DECEMBER, 2007

Saturday, 1: Services, LRR #3,
10:00 AM

Tuesday, 4: First Light of Chanukah
Sunday, 9: Yad Shalom Chanukah
Party

JANUARY, 2008

Friday, 11: Shabbat Dinner & Service
Time to be announced

Saturday, 26: SJC, LRR #3, 9:00 AM
Tu B’Shevat Seder, LRR #3,

10:00 AM

FEBRUARY, 2008

Saturday, 2: SJC Mitzvah Project,
10:00 AM, Fairfax Senior Center
Friday, 8: Shabbat Service, LRR #3,
8:00 PM

Saturday, 23: SJC, LRR #3, 9:00 AM
Services, LRR #3, 10:00 AM
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HAPPY NOVEMBER BIRTHDAYS
16 - Dan Bystran
17 - Amy Gold
23 — Rob Shear
26 — Susan Goldenzweig
29 — Molly Shear

“Ifappy .. /|nniversary

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY TO

8 - Bunny and Jim Wright
29 - Amy and Mike Gold




At Shabbat morning services two weeks ago, we spent a good bit of time on the fourth parshah in
the first of the Five Books of Moses called Va-yera (Genesis 18:1-22:24). We earlier met Abraham
and Sarah, the First Couple, during the previous week in the parshah of Lekh Lekha and they have
settled in the Promised Land. Sarah is reconciled to being childless and has arranged for Abraham to
have a son with her handmaiden, Hagar, with whom she has a difficult relationship. Both father and
son become circumcised (at ages 99 and 13, respectively) under the covenant of Brit Milah, a
covenant between God and the children of Abraham that continues to this day.

Va-yera opens with Abraham receiving guests in the middle of the day and displaying the gracious
hospitality that he and Sarah are noted for. Their latest guests - who are messengers of God - are
implored to wash, eat, and rest for a little while before resuming their business. While resting, the
new guests predict that in the coming year, Sarah will give birth to a son, a dream she has long given
up on due to her advanced age (she’s about ten years younger than her husband). When she laughs
about this prediction, God is irked and challenges Abraham about Sarah’s doubts of His capabilities.
Sarah, now a little afraid, denies having laughed at all but everyone knows she did.

God’s messengers are on a very serious mission. God is very displeased with the behavior of the
people of Sodom (and Gomorrah) and since floods are no longer an option after God’s covenant with
Noah following the Great Flood, God now wishes to destroy just the two cities as punishment. But
Abraham is concerned about Sodom since the First Couple came to the Promised Land with their
nephew, Lot, who now lives in Sodom. Abraham asks God whether the entire city of Sodom would
be destroyed even if it contained some righteous people. Will You sweep away the innocent along
with the guilty, Abraham asks (Genesis 18:23). Then Abraham initiates a negotiation with God on
the minimum number of righteous people that might persuade God not to destroy the whole city on
their behalf. After starting with 50, followed by 45, 40, 30 and 20, God breaks off the negotiation at
10. The number 10 today serves as the quorum for a minyan, or the minimum number of Jews
required for holding a religious service. But not even this minimum exists in Sodom so Lot and his
immediate family of a spouse and two daughters barely escape with their lives from Sodom’s
destruction. And when Mrs. Lot turned around when she was ordered not to, she became a pillar of
salt so the outcome for this rescued family is not a totally happy one.

God remembers His earlier promise to Sarah, and at a very old age, she gives birth to a son named
Isaac, which in Hebrew means “he will laugh” since Sarah laughed at the earlier prediction that she
would bear a child. Isaac is circumcised at the age of eight days, in accordance with the covenant of
Brit Milah, and his parents have a huge party when he is weaned. Abraham’s son with Hagar,
Ishmael, laughs at this party when he sees all the attention showered on the new baby, Isaac, because
he is confident that he will inherit as befits Abraham’s oldest son. Sarah then orders Abraham to get
rid of Ishmael and his mother declaring that her son Isaac will inherit. Abraham is not happy with



this family predicament but God tells him that Sarah is correct, and that he should listen to her. God
assures Abraham that his son Ishmael will also be the head of a nation, but that Isaac is the seed that
will inherit the mantle of Abraham in all the covenants that God makes with Abraham.

Meanwhile, Abraham has business problems with his Philistine neighbors. Their leader, Abimelech,
wants a peace pact and claims that he has dealt fairly with Abraham - who is considered a stranger,
albeit a powerful one - and now wants Abraham to deal fairly with him. Abraham reminds
Abimelech that when Abraham’s people dug a well for their flock, Abimelech’s people seized it.
Abimelech claims not to be aware of this seizure, and they then conclude a peace pact at Beersheba.
Abraham then lives peacefully in the Land of the Philistines for a long time (Genesis 21:34).

No sooner does Isaac win the battle of who will inherit when God tests Abraham’s faith by ordering
him to offer Isaac as a sacrifice to God (Genesis 22:1-19). While the text cites this as a test of
Abraham’s faith in God, it is indeed a test of Isaac as well. After a 3-day trip to a nearby mountain
where Abraham is ordered to offer the sacrifice, on the last leg where father and son are alone
together, Isaac asks: | see the firestone and the wood but where is the sheep for the burnt offering?
Abraham replies solemnly but obliquely that God will see to His sheep for the burnt offering. And
Isaac then continues walking alongside his father on a very sad mission. While it is true that
Abraham was sorely tested here, it is just as true that his son Isaac was also being tested. However,
they both scored big when at the last moment - after building an altar, putting down the firewood,
binding Isaac as the sacrifice to be offered, and taking out his knife to slaughter the son that Sarah
has prayed for many years - an angel calls out for Abraham to cease and desist. Abraham is praised
for his intense loyalty to God for not holding back on offering the son who is to inherit from him.
The resourceful Abraham sees a ram stuck in the nearby brush by his horns and offers the ram as a
sacrifice instead of his son. This is the connection between the test of Abraham and Rosh Hashanah
when we also read these verses about the test of Abraham (and Isaac) and the successful outcome
involving a ram’s horn, or shofar.

This momentous parshah concludes with a little genealogy. Abraham’s sister-in-law Milcah, living
back home in Ur where Abraham and Sarah come from, has eight children. The youngest is Bethuel
who becomes the father of Rebecca, who later marries Isaac and becomes the mother of Jacob.

I hope to see you at services as we resume studying the Torah. We can now look forward to more
action in Genesis involving Isaac, Rebecca and their turbulent family.

Phyllis and I congratulate Boston Red Sox fans and all others who root against the Yankees.
ED NOTE: The editor of this newsletter and her husband count themselves among this group and
thank Cantor and Phyllis for their good wishes — we are very pleased ©.

DECEMBER YAHRZEITS
WE REMEMBER THEM

22 Kislev - Evelyn Bystran’s Father, Alfred Solotkin
26 Kislev - Michael Goldenzweig’s Father, William Goldenzweig
3 Tevet - Francine Lasken’s Father, Benjamin Sobel
11 Tevet - Jon Sunray’s Father
15 Tevet - Laurie Braunstein’s Mother, Betty
20 Tevet - Wendy Golden’s Mother, Violet Lustig 5




Shalom:

We begin that time of year that many call the Festival of Lights. Chanukah tradition tells us to
proclaim our joy in Hashem’s miracle by displaying the menorah’s lights publicly. How better to
show our appreciation that He provided protection to us many years ago. But how can we still
believe in that protection after all the horrors that have occurred to us as Jews. How can we fight the
“what have you done for me lately” syndrome? Remember even our forefathers/mothers harped on
this theme as they wandered through the desert. Yet our Christian friends do not appear to have this
problem. Just look at the light displays they provide for all to see at this time of the year. They have
faith and a lot of child still in them.

Remember that Hashem provided a miracle at this time 2,175 years ago. Let us remember it with
joy and show others how much we appreciate the miracle of the oil. Tell your friends and neighbors
that you believe, miracles can and did/do happen. Science is wonderful at trying to explain
everything. Even the creation of the world is getting closer to a mathematical explanation. Yet there
is always something beyond that where faith requires us to believe in that One Being that made it
happen.

Faith is contagious. If you have it, you will pass it on to your children. You will transfer some of
that faith to others and make believers out of them. The health of the Jewish community can be
gauged by how well we each transmit that faith. So let’s celebrate for eight days. Make it a public
celebration with joy and thanksgiving to Hashem for all He does for us each and every day. Make
sure your neighbors can see each day’s lights growing with the increasing miracle. Share a
sophganot (donut) with someone (yes | know it is not on many of our diets but do it anyway to
remember that the oil lasted for eight days in lieu of one day). Latkes are great to share also for the
same reason, we make them with oil.

Sing all those songs you sang as a child. This year do it as that child. Let your enthusiasm show
through. Come to the community celebration. Show your community that you believe in Hashem’s
miracles. This year Janet had me purchase a six-foot tall inflatable display to show our commitment.
Yes we have a blue menorah that will be displayed this year. We will show our faith openly and
proudly. Come visit us to see it. Most important have a wonderful Chanukah.

Lee



DECEMBER
ANNOUNCEMENTS

Chanukah Party: Mike & Susan Goldenzweig have once again opened their home to
celebrate Chanukah as a congregation. The celebration begins at 7:00 PM on December 9. Bring
your menorah and candles and plan on lighting up their home. We’ll remember the Maccabees and
their struggle to maintain their religious freedom. Please confirm your attendance so we have
enough ice cream on hand for your enjoyment. Send us your confirmation to
yadshalom@yadshalom.com.

December 25th DINNer: vad Shalom invites everyone to a dinner program on

December 25™. We are looking into a local venue now and will announce our choice in early
December. We hope that you will be able to join us so keep the date available.

Frlday Shabbat Dinner: yad shalom will hold another congregation dinner on
Friday, January 11™. This is a potluck dinner, with the congregation providing the chicken and
salmon main course. Try something new and share it with everyone. That is one of the joys of
participating in our dinners. Plan on being there.

Tu B’Shevat Seder: vad Shalom will have a special guest at our Tu B’Shevat seder on
January 26", Please mark this date on your calendar. More to come next month.

Adult Beginning Hebrew: Yad Shalom plans on holding an adult beginning Hebrew class
in 2008. If you are interested in learning Hebrew basics we want to hear from you. Classes will be
held once a week for 90 minutes. The day of the week depends on you, our intended students.
Please let us know if you are interested and what day/time is most convenient for you. Send your
note of interest to us at yadshalom@yadshalom.com.

Israel at 60: Keep June 1% as a day to participate in the area-wide celebration of Israel’s
birthday. The celebration will be on the Mall in D.C. and Yad Shalom plans to have an active
presence on the Mall. Circle the date on your calendar now.



Membership Application

We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time
with us in our religious services and/or social events. If you have any questions, please call our
President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079. And if you would like to join us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and submit to: Congregation Yad Shalom,
PO Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Birthdate (mol/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Birthdate (mo/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18

years of age)

Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18

years of age)

Associate Membership: $180 (YYou belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad
Shalom as well)

Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner)

| am interested but need more information. Please contact me.




Board of Directors

YOUR 2007-08 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Front row (L-R): Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education
Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President
Back row: (L-R): Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President
Robert Lasken, Treasurer
Lee Oppenheim: President

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?
Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom THANK YOU!

P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 20122




