Congregation Yad Shalom
P.0O.Box 223809
Chantilly, VA 20154

Congregation Yad
Shalom wishes all
its members and
friends a joyous
and healthy
Holiday Season.
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Schedule of Services

December
Friday, 16: Friday Evening Services.
8:00 PM, LRR #3

Sunday, 18: Northern Virginia Chanukah
Party at Beth Emeth. If you were there last
year, you know w hat a good time was had
by all —food to eat, games to play, gifts to
buy, music to sing and dance to, FUN to be
had by all! Please see flyer elsewhere in
the newsletter.

Thursday, 29: Congregation Yad Shalom
Chanukiah Lighting Party. 7:00 PM at the
Goldenzweig’'s Home. Also, please bring
your own chanukiah and candles.

January
Friday, 6: Friday Evening Services

Saturday, 21: Shabbat Morning Services

Please Call the Yad Shalom Line (703) 802-
8901 for further information and directions.

Please remember that it is the tradition of
Yad Shalom for everyone to bring a snack
and/or drink to share for our Oneg Shabbat
after services.

We thank you, as always, for your
generosity.

Congregation Yad Shalom

presents

“Shalom Jewish Children”
A monthly Shabbat morning program for
young children with Eema or Abba
Date Program
December 17, 2005 Chanukah
*January 21, 2006  Mitzvot & Israel
*February 11, 2006 Tu B’shevat
March 11, 20® Purim

*April 1, 2006 Passover

*May 20, 2006 Shavuot

*June 3, 2006 Outdoor service and
celebration

* These ae the days when Shalom Jewish
Children will be followed by Shabbat services
at 10:00am. Pleasefed freeto stay.

* All programs will meet at 9:00 am in Rec
Center #3 in Little Rocky Run, unless noted
otherwise.

* Please dress appropriately in honor of

Shabbat.

* Each program costs $5. You can pay $50

for the year.

Please send a check payable to:
Congregation Yad Shalom and note on

memo line: “Shalom Jewish Children”
Please mail to:

Congregation Yad Shalom

P.O B o« 223809

Chantilly, VA 20154

* Contact Gloria Pioso at (703) 449-0749 or

bpioso@cox.net for more information.




Chanting Along With Cantor
Zucker

The history of the Jewish people begins not with the story of creation or even with the story of
Noah and the Great Flood but with its founding parents, Avram and Sarai (whose names are
later modified to Avraham and Sara). Don’t get me wrong, the first two parashot (weekly
portions) of the opening book of the Torah, Genesis, called Bereshit and Noah, are jam-packed
with lots of neat stuff but they have little to do with Judaism. Bereshit — which literally means “in
the beginning” — gives us a version of creation that has lots of meaning to people who may be
creationists or supporters of intelligent design or others who may conclude that evolution is just
a theory. For Judaism, the creation of the world in six days by God and resting afterwards only
teaches us that we, too, should limit our labor to six days before resting on the seventh day —
before starting all over again. In fact, when we chant the Kiddush on Friday night (as we usher
in Shabbat, our weekly day of rest), we state that Shabbat commemorates two historic events:
(1) creation — zecher I'ma-a-say bereshit and (2) our exodus from Egypt — zecher yetziat
mitzraim. What is the connection? Because (1) in creation of the universe God rested on the
seventh day, and so must we. And (2) in being set free from bondage in Egypt, our ancestors
became a free people who could now observe the Sabbath in a manner of their choosing;
slaves have no choice to observe anything they want to since their masters decide all.

So, whether grass (vegetation is mentioned on Day No. 3 of Creation) came before
grasshoppers (creeping things of the earth is mentioned on Day No. 5) or vice versa is not
critical to Judaism. Nor are lots of other details in the story of Creation. For us, the Judaic
lesson of Creation is resting on the Sabbath.

Man is created late on Day No. 6 (Genesis 1:27) but God became very unhappy with mankind
after several generations from Adam towards Noah (neither of whom is Jewish, by the way) and
decided to start all over with humanity. The second weekly portion in Genesis, called Noah,
begins with a positive description of our Great Flood hero. He is a righteous man, clearly the
exception in his time, and God is willing to start mankind again with Noah and his family of three
married sons, Shem, Ham and Japhet. A floating vehicle is specified in Genesis in considerable
detail and Noah, our righteous man and apparently congenial naval architect, puts it together.
With great faith in God, and undoubtedly surrounded by skeptical if not jeering neighbors, Noah
and his ark full of close family, two of each kind of animal (with extra kosher animals for
thanksgiving sacrifice afterwards), flying and creeping living things (fish don’t have flood
problems) survive the flood and start life anew.

It isn’t long afterwards that God is again not happy with some humans who are building a tower
to the sky, which after all is God’s domain, and they are then confused on this project by a
babble of languages. The flood option is ‘off-the-table’ after God made a covenant earlier with
Noah right after the Great Flood that never again would God bring this disaster to the earth. In
fact, regular appearance of a rainbow is confirmation of this pledge by God to Noah.



Nine generations later, we get to a man called Terach, the father of Avram and two brothers.
The brothers are important here because the son of one is Lot, who later accompanies Uncle
Avram and Aunt Sarai on their trek to Canaan. Avram's family back home eventually raises
three of our four matriarchs where Mother Rebecca will marry Father Isaac and the sisters,
Mothers Leah and Rachel, will marry Father Jacob. Jacob's name is changed to Israel, and the
Jewish people later become known as the Children of Israel.

Jewish history starts with Avram and Sarai who obey God's command to leave Mesopotamia
(somewhere in today's Irag) and go west . . . to Canaan. There, God promises to give them a
land which will become a homeland for their offspring, a new people. Our founding ancestors
were obviously people of great faith for at the time of their one-way trek to Canaan, Father
Avraham was 75 and Mother Sara was childless. We've come a long way in over 3500 years.
Phyllis and | hope the entire Yad Shalom family and its friends enjoyed a joyous Thanksgiving
Day holiday.

Congregation Yad Shalom expresses its
thanks to Nancy and Jerry Gordon for
their donation to the Torah Repair Fund
in honor of Dan Bystran's full recovery.




President's Message

Shalom to all,

In the last two months of this calendar year several holidays remind us that our freedoms
are not free. A few weeks ago we honored our veterans, who have served all of us in their
defense of freedom. During Thanksgiving we remembered those early Americans who
sought a better life without restrictions on their religious choices. And soon we will
celebrate Hanukkah, and remember the bravery of the Macabbees in defending their right
to live as Jews and uphold their faith. The freedom we enjoy to practice our Judaism as we
wish, to say and write as we wish, to study Torah anywhere and whenever we wish

has been earned. Itis up to us to continue defending these hard-fought freedoms.

Contrast this with our liberation from slavery and subsequent exodus from Egypt. In this
case, GO©d worked throughMoses to make us free. Every year, during Pesach, we are
required to recount the story so as to never forget what GOdlid for us. Much of our Jewish
history since Egypt has been about our own record to define and preserve our

freedom. The laws of the Torah define the nature of our freedom. And it must have been in
G©Od©Os plan that we had to struggle, or "put some sweat into the game,” g0 say, to learn
how precious our freedom really is so as to avoid taking it for granted. Only by standing

up for it, and fighting for it, if necessary, will we preserve it.

So, as we look forward to Hanukkah, let©s celebrate it as another triumph bythe courageous
in the defense of freedom. We have at least two wonderful ways to celebrate Hanukkah
this year. The first is through a community celebration at Beth Emeth Congregation in
Herndon on December 18th from Noon until 4 PM. There will be wonderful music, crafts,
and games for children of all ages. And, like last year, Yad Shalom will be there with its
famous "Jewish Wheel of Fortune" game. The second event will be a Hanukkah menorah
lighting celebration at the Goldenzweig©s on December 29that 7 PM. The more chanukiot
the better, so bring one or more! Please come, share, and enjoy these wonderful
celebrations.

Jon Sunray



Time For Chanukah Fun

2ND ANNUAL WF/EL
CHANUKAH BASH

(Western Fairfax/Eastern Loudoun Communities)

Sunday, December 18, 12 - 4 pm
at Congregation Beth Emeth
12523 Lawyers Rd., Herndon

arts and crafts,
games, music & entertainment
Food available for purchase

FREE ADMISSION!

Co-sponsored by the Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia,
Congregation Beth Emeth, Temple Beth Torah, Congregation Yad

Shalom, Congregation Sha'are Shalom,
Beth Chaverim Reform Congregation,

Northern Virginia Hebrew Congregation

CC o
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Board of Directors

President Immediate Past Executive Vice President
Jon Sunray President Susan Bloom
Mike Goldenzweig

Vice President of
Religious Observances
Lee Oppenheim

Treasurer Secretary
Evelyn Bystran Susan Goldenzweig

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow
FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:

ADDRESS
MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?
Send acknowledgment to: Name
Address

Sendto: Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 22389
Chantilly, Virginia20153

THANK YOU!




Membership Application

We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend
some time with us in our religious services and/or social events. If you have any
guestions, please call our President, Jon Sunray, at 703-378-1463. And if you would like
to join us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and submit to: Congregation Yad Shalom, PO
Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153

Adult Birthdate (molyr)
Work Phone
Adult Birthdate (mol/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary
Children and Birth Date (S)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years
of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Married Jewish couple without children
under 18 years of age)

Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren)

under 18 years of age)

Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join
Yad Shalom as well)

Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to

non-Jewish partner)




