Celebrate

Besides a part of Pesach,
Yom HaShoah, Yom HaZikaron
and Yom HaAtzma'ut are observed
and celebrated in the month of
April.
Please plan to spend the
observances of these days with you
Yad Shalom Family.

-

Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557

Centreville, VA 20122

(Ph) 703-579-6079

yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com



Sunday Monday | Tuesday |Wednesday | Thursday | Friday | Saturday
1 2 3
17th of Nisan, 18th of Nisan, 19th of Nisan,
5770 5770 5770
Pesach IV Pesach V
Pesach llI (CH"M) (CH"M)
(CH"M) 7:16p Candle 8:47p Havdalah
lighting
4 5 6 7 8 9 10
20th of Nisan, 21st of Nisan, |22nd of 25th of Nisan, 26th of Nisan,
5770 5770 Nisan, 5770 5770 5770
Pesach VI (CH"M) Pesach VI Pesach VIl 7:22p Candle 8:53p Havdalah
7:18p Candle 8:50p lighting
lighting Havdalah
11 12 13 14 15 16 17
27th of Nisan, 30th of 1st of lyyar, 5770 |2nd of lyyar, 3rd of lyyar,
5770 Nisan, 5770 |Rosh Chodesh 5770 5770
Yom HaShoah Rosh lyyar 7:29p Candle
Chodesh lighting 9:00p Havdalah
lyyar
18 19 20 21 22 23 24
5th of lyyar, 6th of lyyar, 9th of lyyar, 5770 [10th of lyyar,
5770 5770 7:36p Candle 5770
Yom HaZikaron [Yom lighting 9:07p Havdalah
HaAtzma'ut
25 26 27 28 29 30
16th of lyyar,
5770
7:43p Candle
lighting
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HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAYS TO:
1 || *0,
f&'( )0' # T, 4 — Craig Gordon

HN(. ) #$% 13 — Cantor Norbert Zucker
(] ) '0 9%,*1" *& 15 - Benjamin Braunstein
I+ ( 23 — Rachelle Lasken
(23 ) #$5% 25 — Brian Wright
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#&'( ) 4 %Yo+,
(22 ) 44 #$% 6 'Yt
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29 — Kayla Sunray
30 — Joseph Gordon

Please remember that it is the tradition
for members of the congregation to
bring and snack and/or drink to share
for our Oneg Shabbat after services.
We thank you, as always, for your
generosity.
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HAPPY APRIL
ANNIVERSARIES TO:
7 — SHARON AND PETER
GELTNER
30 — LAURIE AND MARK
BRAUNSTEIN




If the story about the Children of Israel and tioédgn calf - an idol which they forced Aaron theghli
Priest to make for them after the unexpectedly labgence of Moses - had just a slightly differenst,
we might now be known as the Children of Mosegqearhaps just Mosaics.

In a recenfTorah portion calledKi Tisa (Exodus31), there is a review of what happened in thepgcam
when after much careful preparation by the Childselsrael, Moses ascended Mount Sinai to receive
the Ten Commandments on their behalf. After Magas gone for over a month, the mood in the camp
turned ugly. Aaron, Moses’ older brother and teegde’s first High Priest, was in nominal chargé bu
he may have misread his people. He felt he haesjgond favorably to the people’s demand for a new
god to lead them since - they claimed - Moses wa® giow and perhaps would not come back. Aaron
asked them for all their gold jewelry saying thatwould then come up with something for a new god.
Aaron probably didn’t think the people would pastauickly with all their gold jewelry because heyna
not have realized how eager they were for a new ghd he was soon swamped with the stuff and had
to act quickly to stay ahead of the mob shriekmgaf new god since it seemed their leader Moses was
not coming back.

Bear in mind that throughout Moses’ 40-year leduprshe had to endure constant rebelliousness and
even malice from a significant group of non-beliswho also came out of Egypt and who constantly
found fault with him and his leadership. At evauyn, these antagonists criticized him, embarrabged
and urged the people again and again during eetiback to return to Egypt - from whence they were
redeemed from slavery. Go figure.

So Aaron melted down all their gold and a graveah @ a calf popped out of the furnace. He stafted
still more time hoping against hope that Moses Waalon reappear, and told the people to get ready f
a big festival not on that day but on the follownhay. Again, he played for time figuring that sirthe
God of Israel knows everything that was going othacamp, Moses would soon reappear. In this,
Aaron was right. God told Moses, who is still upMount Sinai, that he better get himself rightkac
down to his stiff-necked people because this timey have sinned big time.

As Moses nears the camp, he hears the noise, tice dausic and sees lewd behavior that just portends
greater evil about to break out. He is so furithz he smashes the brand new tablets with the Ten
Commandments inscribed on them and forces thel fiefaple to drink slurry out of the stone tablets h
just destroyed and disintegrated. He is totallysperated with his brother Aaron whom he had tduste
to keep a lid on the Children of Israel during &lissence. What's with this golden calf you created,
Aaron?

Aaron responded respectfully to the returned ledden’t blame me, dear brother, | was playing for
time and desperately hoped that you'd be back befe people started to worship this idol. | knbw
looks very bad right now but you know that timiisgeverything. If you had only come back to us just
or 2 days earlier, we wouldn’t have gotten to trot.



God now tells Moses that He has had it with thelséd€n of Israel and wants to do away with them,
and deal with just the descendants of Moses whenaat are faithful enough to Him not to worshipl&do
and behave sinfully in His eyes. Moses pleads ®itkd to please not destroy His people becausesof th
bad message this might create. To wit, the natiotise region who have all heard about the mi@asil
departure from Egypt of a huge body of slaves sall - Moses suggests - that God may have the
wherewithal to redeem them from Egyptian slavenydslivering them to the Promised Land is outside
God's range. And if that isn’t enough, Moses el@ the old standby: “But You, God, promised their
forefathers that they would inherit the land, swioan you now forsake them?” We use the same
playbook during the High Holy Days every year agkiod to forgive us and give us another chance
because of the good deeds of our ancestors. feougitor the sake of Abraham, Isaac and Jacob - who
we believe were exceptional people - we ask Goaipaand again, during the Ten Days of Penitence.

God gave in to Moses’ appeal not to destroy théd@dm of Israel and in their place refine His peoia
a group coming just from Moses, not Abraham, IsaatJacob. So we remained the Children of Israel
(where Israel is another name for our third pathadacob) and poor Moses had to endure close to
another 40 years of complaints, rebelliousnessuahdly behavior repeatedly on the part of his-stiff
necked brethren. If it's any consolation to ouroved leader, a lot of kids have been named after hi

One who studies this behavioral aspect of the @mlaf Israel might wonder how could a people who
personally witnessed the massive Ten Plagues iptEggt preceded their miraculous departure after a
long period of slavery, and then escaped from likelees of Pharaoh’s army simply by walking across
the Sea of Reeds while all armed Egyptians drovireddre their very eyes, so soon forget about God?
What kind of people won't wait - even impatientlfor their proven leader Moses to return with tlen T
Commandments and instead threaten Aaron, thermteeder, to do something idolatrous? However
you describe such folks, they're still our ancestmd we will always have such doubters with us.

Even after Moses gets to lead the survivors ofdlvalso were punished for being active in the golden
calf disaster, he will still have new problems witlem. For example, ten out of the twelve spiesdra
into the Promised Land came back to say they’llende able to conquer the fierce inhabitants they
observed and should consider returning to Egy@ain ¥du imagine, a minority report from just 2 otit o
12 spies (Joshua and Caleb) who were the only ieaxtethis intelligence mission to declare that the
Promised Land is magnificent, just as Moses desdrit) and that with God’s help, it can indeed be
conquered. Just two out of twelve is so unbeli®taBoshua and Caleb are said to be the onlyliesae
to leave Egypt and eventually enter the Promisedillzecause of their vital contribution and personal
faith in God to deliver on His promise.

Moses, our beloved leader never enjoyed the re¢inéifor golden years) that our three patriarchs and
even Joseph seemed to enjoy. His last missionawesnb a mountain across the River Jordan to view
the land, and then he immediately died right thée.gold watch, no retirement party, no cake, mgth
not even a gravestone to mark the spot where teegasvay at the age of 120. Joshua immediateky too
up the reins of leadership and the Five Books o$&4murTorah our real and everlasting jewelry,
comes to a close.

We recently celebratdéurim. Passover is our next holiday and it's a bigdtegoes by four (4) names:
(1) The festival oPessach

(2) The festival oMatzqg

(3) The festival of springtiméwiv and;

(4) The festival of our freedom from slaverg*man chei-ru-tei-nu

Passover also focuses on the number four (4) &ederwhere we have four questions, four types of
children and four cups of wine.

Phyllis and | look forward to seeing you at the g@gationaSederon Tuesday, March 30, 2010.



In Mitch Albom’s book ‘have a little faith, Mitch is questioning his former Rabbi about liis in order
to better prepare himself for a task he agreedtimdthe Rabbi. He asks Rabbi Albert Lewis “I$uRl
Important?” ‘Faith is about doing. You are howyarct, not just how you believe.” Rabbi Lewis’'pease
is important for us as it was for him. Passovex pgime example of this in action. The fourtearitNisan is
the fast of the first-born. We remember that tmgél of Death passed over our houses and thosetbat
are first born were not destroyed. Then on thedifith of Nisan we hold a Seder to commemorate the
struggle culminating in our freedom from slaverior eight days we do not eat things that are leede We
have faith so we continue to tell our children wHashem did for us and observe the Passover ahdl
customs.

Could the converse be true also? If we stwpgithe things that make us Jews, does that medmawe
lost our faith?  Interestingly we believe that kae been given Free-Will. We make our choiceskng
what Hashem wants from us. Yet by not remembeamynot doing we no longer teach our children those
things that are important as Jews. They becoméddature generations. There are many reasonsifo
but | think it has several roots. We want to adsit®, we do not want to be different from thoseuwsnd us,
we want financial security, we want our childrerptoticipate in the community around them and veel
want to satisfy ourselves first. I'm sure there arany variations on these themes. The distaqreduces
can be glacially slow or hurricane fast. Yet thastons increase the distance we have with Hastrem
being a Jew.

So | ask that we do several things in the m®of Nisan and lyyar.

Participate in a Seder Bring your children and emphasize the stonhto. Make them

understand that we were freed with our ancestditssatime. Teach that we win new freedoms in
every generation but our faith continues.

Participate in a Yom HaShoah ceremony Bring a non-Jewish friend. In order to combatiréd
based on religion, nationality, gender, etc. wedmaere righteous among the nations. We must
speak out early and often when we see this kirtthed. Being afraid of these people only makes
them bolder and more brazen in committing atrogitie

Remember Yom HaZikron. Express your gratitude to those who defend madoms and those
that protected the State of Israel. There are mdmysacrificed everything for us. If you know a
family that has lost a loved one defending thesedoms, remember them through an expression to
the family. We thank Michael Sunray for his seevat these difficult times. But just as importeset
support Lacey, Jon, Shiela and Kayla for endurmggseparation and angst and for being there for
Michael.

Participate in a Yom HaAtzma'ut ceremony. Celebrate the State of Israel’'s birth. Showryou
support for a homeland for the Jewish people. héae history of region. Be able to express your
sorrow that Muslim Nations prevented the establistinof a State of Palestine in 1948. Had they
allowed this to happen, would history be much défé with two states living peacefully side-by-side
with intertwined economies?

Participate in Shabbat services and rituals Show your faith in weekly examples to your famil
and friends. The priorities you set show yourdfsland that is what is passed down from
generation-to-generation. As stated in our praydskess those who enter in prayer, those who give
the lamps for lighting, and wine for Kiddush andvdalah. If you participate in Congregation Yad
Shalom services you know how blessed we are irrdkiard.

Rabbi Lewis’ parting comment on ritual echoes theve — It is a way to stay connected generation to
generation. It is our strength as Jews and asgregation for now and forever.
Lee



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS FOR APRIL

NEW MEMBERS

We are proud and pleased to welcome Susan and Stephen Gross as the newest members
to our Yad Shalom Family. We are so glad that they enjoy their time with us and participate
in our services and discussions during the times that we all learn from Cantor Zucker.
Again, welcome Susan and Stephen, you are a wonderful addition to our warm and caring

group.

MAZEL TOV MOMENTS AND THANK YOU

We are so pleased to share with you that Julia Pioso qualified to compete in the VIRGINIA
USA Gymnastics (USAG) Level 4 State Championships to be held in VA Beach, VA, May
8-9, 2010. Congratulations, Julia, we wish you the very best of luck!

Yad Shalom wishes to thank Leona Bartell for her generous donation in honor of the
reminders of her three yahrzeits.

PASSOVER SEDER SECOND NIGHT

Join Yad Shalom in telling the story of our departure from Egypt moving from slaves to a
free people, from a family group to a new nation. Our second Seder event is Tuesday,
March 30, starting at 5:30 PM. Cost is $30 for those over 13 and $15/per child 3-12, with a
maximum of $70.00 per family.




IF YOU WOULD LIKE TO HELP YAD SHALOM LIKE LEONA, PL EASE
FILL OUT THIS NOTE AND RETURN TO YAD SHALOM.

Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:
MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom

P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 20122




Board of Directors

YOUR 2009-10 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS

Front row (L-R): Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice Pratent
Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education

Lee Oppenheim: President

Back row: (L-R): Robert Lasken, Treasurer
Jon Sunray, Immedidast President
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We love having visitors and love talking to new nioems so please feel free to spend some time with u
in our religious services and/or social eventsyolii have any questions, please call our Presitest,
Oppenheim, at 703-753-0928. And if you would likgoin us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subto: Congregation Yad Shalom,
P.O. Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122

Adult Batth(no/day/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Batth{mo/day/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary (mo/day/yr)
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jewestiple with children under 18 years of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Mardedish couple without children under 18 yearsgef)a
Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jdéwisan or woman with child(ren) under 18 years @&)ag
Associate Membership: $180 (You beloraptither synagogue but want to join Yad Shalomel§ w
Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jawign or woman or one married to non-Jewish partner

| am interested but need more informatilease contact me.

\"Z
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