We wish you a
wonderful Pesach —
enjoy the retelling
of the story of the
exodus from Egypt
with family and
friends.

REJOICE!!

Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557

Centreville, VA 20122

(Ph) 703-579-6079

yadshalom [at] yadshalom.com
www.yadshalom.com
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Please remember that it is the tradition
for members of the congregation to
bring and snack and/or drink to share
for our Oneg Shabbat after services.
We thank you, as always, for your
generosity.




Mi shenichnas Adar, marbim b’simcharom the moment we begin the month of Adar, joyrand
happiness increas@®urim s the celebration of the defeat of Prime Minist@aman who carefully
planned to destroy Jewry in the historic Persiampien and whose demise resulted in the victory of
good over evil. And while the spirit of our recentelebratedPurimis still in the air, | would like
to share with you some of my favorite trivia in tBeok of Esthethat we also calMegillat Esther

(1) Who are the two queens in our tale and whlatdo they play?Esther (a.k.a. Hadassah with

the girls back home) is the heroine in our storyrioimph over anti-Semitism in ancient Persia. Her
predecessor, Que&fashti, spurned the request of King Ahashverosh to appdaont of his
(drunken) friends and King A. was then advisedféonily security in the homeland reasons to dump
Vashti. He was not really happy about dumping Vdsiit then agreed to a national beauty contest
whose winner was Esther, who was later crowned @Quoé&Persia.

(2) Another important woman in EsthsiZeresh, the wife of Haman, the notorious anti-Semite
and villain of our story. They are the power cauipl the Persian Empire with Haman having risen
to the post of Prime Minister without whom King wouldn’'t make a move. But it seems like
Haman couldn’t make a move without Zeresh, whonreeel pumping up her spouse when he feels
down due to his nemesis, Mordecai. But Zeresheseaserious problem and finally tells her hubby
that he is now going to fall from his high perclthese of his riff with Mordecai. This lady was not
clueless.

(3) One of my favorite secondary characters ith&ss a Special Assistant to the King,
Harvonah, who at a critical moment towards the end of Bsthsecond soiree with the King and
Haman announced dramatically that he observedat@xs Haman has constructed on which to
string up Mordecai (who only recently saved thed&rife from an assassination attempt), and the
King immediately reacts with — “hang Haman on them!

(4) The King may have gone to law school becawsen Esther asked him to repeal the decree he
signed and that Haman had written and promulgatd@7 satraps, provinces and states in the
mighty Persian Empire, he responded elegantly foyplsi saying that the logistics of such a large

and complex dominion made it impossible to repeakhrlier decree. The Mordecai-Esther team
proposed that the King issue another decree allpttia Jews of Persia to defend themselves against
attack on the day specified in the earlier deciden the King bought this and then acted on &, th
rest became history. The Jews of Persia, ana@jti$ad city of Shushan, defended themselves



valiantly and also acted in an exemplary fashiomé&yher looting nor taking booty from their
attackers, which Haman's earlier decree encourtigedttackers of Persian Jews to do.

(5 - 7) The Book of Estheseems big on the time estimate of six (6) monfs. example:

How long does it take for the King of Persia toetehte a major national, if not historic,
event before finally inviting his Queen to join theys at this huge party? You got it, 6
months.

How long does it take to prepare a serious canglitetQueen of Persia by anointing her
with oil of myrrh? (I wonder whether prut@mantashen are so popularRurim because
of all that_soakindgor 6 months.)

Finally after being anointed with oil of myrrh férmonths, how long does it take to
additionally prepare a candidate for Queen of Rdsabsorb sweet spices as well as other
ointments in order that she might appear at hezliest when she leaves the House of
Women to enter the King’s palace for his decisidrt®e answer again is 6 months.

I’'m sure each reader of Estheill find delightful trivia and meaningful tidbite read and enjoy in
this fascinating 10-chapter tale about life in Be¥sian Empire. Of course, the roles played herein
by two of the most popular Jewish names in ouohyst Esther andMordecai — help us get over
the anxious parts of this dangerous thriller.

The holiday ofPurimis celebrated i\dar, the month Haman selected by lots (which is thedwo
“Purim” in Persian) and which always falls four Wedefore Passover. On those leap years where
the Jewish calendar has 13 instead of 12 lunarmsgRtrim is celebrated duringdar 11, or the 18
month which is closest tdissan the first month, when we commemorate our exodus fEgypt.

And soon after we dress up in costume and celebitateery happy holiday &urim, we begin
planning and preparing for the solemn 8-day holidglassover when our ancestors, the Children of
Israel, first become the Jewish people.

| look forward to seeing you on these holidays.
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We live in a hard world and it seems to be gettimaye polarized. Everyone feels put upon and
progressively entitled to their way. Intoleraneg@ressed loudly and frequently has become a
method to get folks on your side at the expenssledrs. When we have a problem, we can’t seem
to see that others are not always to blame. hHaid to visualize that it is within us to make the
changes necessary to improve our livesFitidler on the Rooive saw a Jewish community who
believed that isolating themselves from the reshefworld would save them from all the hatred in
the world. Yet Hillel expressed the sentiment fhatah was all about treating others as you wish to
be treated. Father Abraham always greeted visit®mselcomed family. So should we be
isolationists or joiners.

At the Seder we remember that we were thrusbbEgypt. Yet we did not go alone. Many of
other faiths left with us as we took our journ&hey too saw the miracles and continued on with
the journey. We can presume that their descenddsdsmade it to Israel. We see inclusion as the
way of Hashem again, just as Father Abraham indwsti@ngers in his tent.

Flash back to headlines today. Economic wadlea all around us. Intolerance continues to
upstage the voices of reason. And we learn tatacreated the largest Ponzi scheme so far in
history. Should we respond by isolating oursefves the world, burying our identities or not
accepting the blame for the wrong actions of afellew? Few of us can isolate ourselves in a
solely Jewish environment. Is this even possibl®day’s world? We joke about flagellating
ourselves for the sins of a fellow Jew. We whisgdgout the affect a Bernie Madoff will have on us.
The truth is the bad apples of any religious onktlbhackground don’t reflect badly on that ethnic o
religious group. Hiding from the problems will noiake them go away.

My advice is to be out there being a Jew éowvtlorld. Don’t hide nor apologize. Be a good
person and treat others in a manner you want teeléed. It is love that makes the world go around
so spin that merry-go-round as fast as you cansthhaportantly show your love for Hashem by
your actions.

We will celebrate Passover this month. Important that we share this story with our chitdre
so they will understand the message. It is equiaportant that we share it with those not familiar
with the story. The story of the struggle is avensal one. So many times we hear in the Torah to
remember that Hashem brought us out of Egypt, biiteohouse of bondage with a strong arm and a
mighty hand. As we begin the month of Nisan, wangb relieve that experience at our seder table.
Show others our singular joy in being freed fromwsky. Invite a stranger to your seder. Sing
Hashem'’s praises with feeling and commitment. Jicetr deeds be your mark to reduce hatred and
bigotry. May we rejoice next year in JerusalemdAimen let us say Dayenu.

Lee



ANNOUNCEMENTS AND EVENTS FOR APRIL

MAZEL TOV TO:

Benjamin Pioso, who earned a spot in the Virginia State Championship of the National
Geographic Geography Bee, to be held on April 3, 2009. Up to 100 fourth- to eighth-
graders in each of the 50 states, District of Columbia, U.S. Territories and Department of
Defense Dependents Schools have qualified for the state Bees. Ben will be competing for a
spot in the national competition in Washington, D.C.

VOLUNTEER OPPORTUNITIES ON YAD SHALOM'S BOARD

The Yad Shalom Board of Directors invites members to participate on the Board. We
welcome your help and your ideas for our congregation! Two positions are open
immediately: Secretary and Vice-President for Religious Observances. Each only requires
a few hours per month of service. Please contact Lee Oppenheim if you are interested in
volunteering or would like more information.

Yad Shalom will have elections at the June 21st picnic for four board positions for the
FY2009-2010 fiscal year. The positions are: Treasurer, Vice-President for Education,
Secretary, and Vice-President for Religious Observances. Please contact Jon Sunray if
you would like to be a candidate for any of these positions.

JEWISH GENEALOGY SEMINAR, SUNDAY, MAY 3 ™

Come learn how to start tracing your roots or obtain insight into available resources to help
you out. Learn how to take advantage of family and friends in your quest for information.
Fran Lasken will guide us through the lessons and get our journey started. For those that
have already started and need a boost, she'll put wind in your sails. Join us Sunday, May
3 starting at 10:00 AM, at the Oppenheim's home in Gainesville. Please RSVP and ask
for directions, if you need them. Light refreshments will be served.

ANNUAL CONGREGATION MEETING, JUNE 21st

Please mark your calendar now and save June 21st for our annual congregation meeting
and picnic. The meeting begins at 11:00 AM with a barbeque following the meeting. The
event will be held at the Bull Run Regional Park off of Bull Run Post Office Rd, Centreville.
For those who live outside of Fairfax County, the park charges a per vehicle admission fee.
Please remember to tell the toll collector that you are with the group at Pavillion 5 to receive
a discounted entry.
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Holocaust Heroes and Martyrs Day
In memory of the six million Jewish martyrs of the Holocaust

wan?®

Sunday, April 19, 20009

at Temple Rodef Shalom __;f" i
2100 Westmoreland 8, Fall Church £ %{F
_.'. 4"'5’}%
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youth rivp required by Aprll 13

6-7pm “Unto Every Person There Is A Name”
{community wida name reading)
An onnugl werldwide pragrar of B'naoi Brith |nternational

7-8:30pm “As Long As There Are Stories To Tell”

Keyncte Speaaker Ina Navazelskis, LS, Helocaust Memorial
Museunn's Oral Histery Progrom Ceordinator, Joln us for an
evening of commemaoration, reflection, music and education

For more information, contact JCRC
Debra Linick: diinick®jcouncil.org f 703-893-4007
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PHOTOGRAVURE
PHOTOS FROM THE ANNA SHULMAN SHOW IN
GAINESVILLE, FEBRUARY 15, 2009




10






Donations are gratefully appreciated because
they help us serve the community and grow

FROM: AMOUNT ENCLOSED:
ADDRESS:

MESSAGE:

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?

Send acknowledgment to: Name

Address

Send to: Congregation Yad Shalom
P.O. Box 1557
Centreville, Virginia 20122
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Board of Directors

YOUR 2008-09 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS
Front row (L-R): Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice Pratent
Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education
Lee Oppenheim: President
Back row: (L-R): Robert Lasken, Treasurer
Jon Sunray, Immedidast President
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We love having visitors and love talking to new nioems so please feel free to spend some time
with us in our religious services and/or socialrége If you have any questions, please call our
President, Jon Sunray, at 703-378-1463. And ifwould like to join us, GREAT!

Please fill out the following application and subto: Congregation Yad Shalom,
PO Box 223809, Chantilly, VA 20153

Adult Bireh(rab/yr)
Work Phone
Adult Birth(tab/yr)
Work Phone

Anniversary
Children and Birth Date (s)

Address City/State/Zip

Home Phone Email

Please select one of the following:

Family Membership: $700 (Married Jewistiple with children under 18 years of age)

Married Couple Membership: $600 (Mardedish couple without children under 18
years of age)

Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jéwisan or woman with child(ren) under 18

years of age)

Associate Membership: $180 (You belorantther synagogue but want to join Yad
Shalom as well)

Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jawigan or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner)

| am interested but need more informatf®ease contact me.
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