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Congregation Yad Shalom 
P.O. Box 1557 
Centreville, VA 20122 
(Ph) 703-579-6079 
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April 2008  
  

Sunday Monday Tuesday Wednesday  Thursday Friday Saturday 

    1 

  

2 

  

3 

  

4 

7:19p Candle 
lighting 

5  

ADULT GAME 
NIGHT, 7:00 PM 
WIESMAN 
HOME 

 

Shabbos HaChodesh 
8:49p Havdalah (72 
min) 

6 

Rosh Chodesh Nisan 

7 

  

8 

  

9 

  

10 

  

11 

7:25p Candle 
lighting 

12 

SJC, 9:00 AM, 
LRR #3 

SERVICES, 
10:00 AM,    
LRR #3  

8:56p Havdalah (72 
min) 

13 

  

14 

  

15 

  

16 

  

17 

Ta'anis 
Bechoros 

18 

7:32p Candle 
lighting 

19  

1st SEDER 

Shabbos HaGadol 
Erev Pesach 

20 

CONGREGATIONAL 
SEDER, 5:30 PM, 
LRR #3 

Pesach I 

21 

Pesach II 
9:05p Havdalah 
(72 min) 

22 

Pesach III 
(CH''M) 

23 

Pesach IV 
(CH''M) 

24 

Pesach V 
(CH''M) 

25 

Pesach VI 
(CH''M) 
7:39p Candle 
lighting 

26 

Pesach VII 
9:10p Havdalah (72 
min) 

27 

Pesach VIII 
9:11p Havdalah (72 min) 

28 

  

29 

  

30 
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Adar II - Nisan 
 5768 

April 2008 
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  KIBBITZER 

�     www.yadshalom.com 
yadshalom[at]yadshalom.com 
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HAPPY APRIL BIRTHDAYS 
4 – Craig Gordon 

13 – Cantor Norbert Zucker 
15 - Benjamin Braunstein 

23 – Rachel Lasken 
25 – Brian Wright 
29 – Kayla Sunray 
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The merry festival of Purim is celebrated during the Jewish month of Adar, the month that Haman, 
the villain in the Book of Esther, selected for the annihilation of all the Jews of Persia by casting 
lots, or purim. In years, such as the current Jewish calendar year 5768, when there is a whole leap 
month of 29 days added to our calendar, we celebrate Purim on the second month of Adar which 
corresponds to Friday, March 21, 2008.  Since the Jewish day begins the previous evening, e.g. 
Shabbat begins not on Saturday but on Friday evening; we first read the Megillah on Thursday 
evening, March 20 or the 14th of Adar II. 
 
The Five Books of Moses present some information that seems unclear until our rabbis who studied 
it concluded that there is no strict chronological order in the Torah.  This lack of chronological order 
was evident when we recently read Parashat Ki Tissa which (1) began with a census taken by 
equally assessing all males a half-shekel, (2) introduced the chief artisans who created the many 
different items used in the portable sanctuary, (3) inserted a section about observing the Sabbath 
included two verses we sing every Shabbat at Yad Shalom (Exodus 31:16-17), (4) returned to Moses 
about to descend Mount Sinai with the first set of the Ten Commandments, (5) included laws dealing 
with pilgrimage festivals, and finally (6) ended with Moses preparing the tablets for the second set of 
Ten Commandments and (would you believe?) (7) prohibited boiling a kid goat in its mother’s milk.  
Boy, talk about variety!  But if we don’t look for chronological order in these sections found in Ki 
Tissa, they all make sense as presented individually. 
 
On the other hand, the Book of Esther, which is only 10 chapters long compared with 50 chapters in 
Genesis, 40 chapters in Exodus, 27 chapters in Leviticus, 36 chapters in Numbers and 34 chapters in 
Deuteronomy – a total of 187 chapters in the Five Books of Moses or Torah – is very 
straightforward and chronological. So very succinctly, here’s the story of Esther: 
 

The King of Persia hosts a party. During the party, his wife Queen Vashti, refuses to appear 
in front of the king and his guests, and is then removed from office. After a national beauty 
contest to replace Vashti, the new Queen is a Jewish woman, Esther, who was brought up by 
her cousin, Mordecai. Mordecai tells Esther not to reveal that she is Jewish. Mordecai, who 
hangs around the Queen’s palace, overhears a plot to assassinate the King, informs Esther 
who informs the King, who confirms the plot and the plotters are hung.  
 
Haman is elevated and becomes chief among the King’s princes, and orders everyone to bow 
down to him.  Mordecai refuses to bow down and when Haman inquires about this, learns 
that Mordecai is a Jew. Haman, who comes from Agag of Amelek, historically reputed as 
Jew-haters, decides to exterminate all Jews in the vast Persian Empire made up of 127 
provinces. At Haman’s recommendation, the King issues a nationwide decree authorizing all 
Persians to kill Jews and take their property on the next 13th day of Adar.  
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Mordecai goes into mourning upon issuance of the King’s decree.  Esther, who has no clue, 
asks: what’s it all about, Cousin Mortie?  Mordecai explains and begs the Queen to talk to 
her husband, the King.  Esther, very courageously in a totally unannounced visit, suddenly 
appears in the King’s court and makes a great impression.  The King offers her half his 
kingdom but all she seeks is his company – and that of  Haman – at a little party.  No 
problem for the King, or for Haman who is thrilled to be invited to a royal tête-à-tête.   
 
But the King couldn’t sleep after getting back to his palace from the party with Queen Esther 
and Haman so he had his records read to him and learned that Mordecai recently saved his 
life, but that Mordecai wasn’t rewarded for this life-saving deed. Just then, early in the 
morning when Haman often met with the King for daily briefings, the King obtusely seeks 
advice from his chief advisor on how to reward someone for a really big favor.  Haman, 
thinking the King wants to reward him as a surprise, comes up with a lavish reward 
experience of being led throughout the capital city on the King’s favorite horse and riding 
clothes, an idea that the King likes and then orders Haman to immediately lead Mordecai, 
Haman’s nemesis, around the city.  Some surprise! 
 
That night, at a second soiree held by Queen Esther for the King and Haman – who just had a 
very rough day (no kidding) walking a horse around the city – Esther accuses Haman of 
trying to kill her and her people, the King is absolutely dumbfounded, a servant informs the 
King that a gallows was spotted on which Haman plans to hang Mordecai who saved the 
King’s life, and a furious King then orders Haman to be hung on it instead. 
 

Now ordinarily, the story would end here, and everyone would go on to live happily ever after.  But 
Persia apparently is a lawful country, and there is still a decree out there that on the 13th of Adar, all 
Persians are authorized to kill Jews and take their property, which would be perfectly legal under the 
authority of the King. 
 

After Haman is hung, Esther and Mordecai ask the King to override the (13th of Adar) 
decree. The King understandably says that the logistics of a huge empire make it impossible 
to do so. They ask: How about another decree giving the Jews the right to protect 
themselves?  This, the King buys, and on the 13th of Adar, the Jews of Persia acquit 
themselves just fine – and do not loot their Persian neighbors, as the original decree 
encouraged Persians to do to the Jews.  The Jews were of course joyful about the turn of 
events to their benefit and Esther recorded all these events for posterity.  Mordecai was 
advanced to the position earlier held by Haman, and was considered great among the Jews of 
Persia and popular among the multitude of his brethren.   
End of story. 
 

- - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - - -  
The merry festival of Purim was observed this year on Thursday night, March 20, when the above 
story found in Esther or Megillat Esther was read.  The Megillah was read again the following 
morning.  We held Yad Shalom services on Saturday/Shabbat March 15, which is also known as 
Shabbat Zachor, the Sabbath that always precedes Purim.   
  
Phyllis and I hope you, your family and friends had a very happy Purim or Chag Purim Samayach! 
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Shalom: 
     Throughout the Torah, we are constantly reminded by Hashem and Moshe Rabbanu that we were 
slaves in Egypt.  Usually this is followed by something we are supposed to do or remember.  This 
month we once again remember that once we were slaves in Egypt for eight days commencing with 
Seders held on the first and second night of Passover.  Once again Congregation Yad Shalom 
requests your attendance at our congregation second night Seder.  Last year we re-enacted the story 
with everyone playing a part.    Let’s learn more about this wondrous miracle.  The sages retell this 
story and discuss its implications well into the morning.  We won’t take that long but I’m sure we’ll 
all come away better Jews, and with something new.  I’m sure Gloria will have us up and out of 
seats. 
     We hear several things during the Seder that I ask that you think about and possibly discuss this 
year.  Are we still slaves today?  In a big picture way we all may be considered slaves.  We see 
people with their blackberries so engrossed they miss what’s around them.  Even more annoying are 
those we see driving while texting on the blackberry.  A blue/black idol captured them.  Workaholics 
are another form of slaves.  Whether it is for money, fame, prestige or a neurosis, work is put before 
their loved ones.  If you know one of these you realize what a problem they have.  Their work is all 
consuming.  Then there are those so centered on their family that they can do nothing else.  Were 
you a parent that lived for your children?  Do you know a couple that isolate themselves as a unit?  
Could these things make us slaves?  What other things could be considered in this category? 
     The Passover story also states that in every generation a new threat arises that wants to destroy 
the Jewish people.  Recently there was a report that said the number of hate groups in the US has 
grown exponentially.  Jews are only one target of these groups, but the threat remains the same for 
us as Jews.  I remember my father telling me that many Jews in Germany where he was born and 
raised felt that the Fascists were more of the same old threat.  Many felt that they had served in the 
German Army in WWI; were assimilated; and helped the economy.  They would survive a pogrom 
or two and the rest of Germany would soon realize what fools the fascists were.  Their rhetoric went 
mostly unchallenged and the few non-Jews that did raise their voices were beaten or killed to silence 
them.  Today we have similar threats being raised against us.  Remember the experience of our 
European brethren.  Silence will not serve us in the end.  Is there a way to fight these hate groups? 
     Then we state that in every generation a new freedom is won.  Is this new freedom taking us 
away from Hashem’s teachings or bringing us closer?  Here we need to discuss what we had as 
children and now what our children and grandchildren have in the way of freedom.  Yes we are 
better able to support our families.  Most no longer work at hard labor and under distressing work 
conditions.  Can we say that material things and pleasures provide us with a greater freedom?  
     Come the 15th of Nisan we will sit down with family and friends to relearn the lessons of being 
redeemed out of slavery.  Don’t just read the Hagaddah blowing through the text as fast as possible 
to get to the feast!  Take a topic, or combine all three above, if you like and have a discussion at the 
Seder table.  Put the story in a modern light but do not downplay the original.  Make your kids and 
your parents think about the wonders we have seen. 
     Janet and I wish everyone a Chag Sameach. 
Lee
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REQUEST FOR NOMINATIONS -  YAD SHALOM BOARD POSITIONS 
OPENINGS 2008-2009 

 
It is an exciting election year with not only our Presidential elections but also 
elections for Yad Shalom board positions!  We will have a general election for 

new members of the board at our June 15th  
congregational meeting and picnic.  The following board positions are coming 

open for 2008-2009, and we welcome your nominations: 
 

President 
Executive Vice-President 

Vice-President for Religious Observances 
Secretary 

 
Please consider volunteering for one of these positions to help our Yad Shalom 
community. Please let Jon Sunray (703-378-1463) know if you are interested in 

being on the board or if you just want to ask some questions. Thank you! 
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ADULT GAME NIGHT  
 
Come join us on Saturday April 5th starting at 7:00 PM for an evening of fun and 
games.  The Wiesman's have opened up their home to let us party.  Bring your 
favorite game and a nosh.  Party with your friends and make new ones.  RSVP to us  
at yadshalom at(@) yadshalom.com so that we have your chair ready when you 
arrive. 
 
 
  

 
 

Adult Beginning Hebrew:  Yad Shalom plans on holding an adult beginning Hebrew class 
in 2008.  If you are interested in learning Hebrew basics we want to hear from you.  Classes will be 
held once a week for 90 minutes.  The day of the week depends on you, our intended students.  
Please let us know if you are interested and what day/time is most convenient for you.  Send your �
note of interest to us at yadshalom@yadshalom.com. 
 

Israel at 60:  Keep June 1st as a day to participate in the area-wide celebration of Israel’s 
birthday.  The celebration will be on the Mall in D.C. and Yad Shalom plans to have an active 
presence on the Mall.  Circle the date on your calendar now. 
 

ARTSFest:  Congregation Yad Shalom is assisting the JCC with this years ARTSFest 
program.  Fran Lasken is our primary liaison to the committee.  She will need assistance.  After 
reading about the program (see information elsewhere in this newsletter), find an opportunity that 
goes with your strengths and volunteer.  If you are a teen with talent, hidden or otherwise, read how 
to apply to the program.  This year’s program is July 27 - Aug 1.  Think about opening your home 
to house a teen or two.  Volunteer at the ARTSFest and be part of the excitement during the week.  
Let us know by email if you want to help with this great program. 
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Congregation Yad Shalom 

and 

Shalom Jewish Children 
invite  

you and your family to a 

Passover Seder 
 

Sunday, April 20, 2008 at 5:30pm 
 

Little Rocky Run Rec. Center #3 
13900 Stonefield Drive, 

Clifton, VA 20124 
 

Cost: $25/adult 
and $15/child under 13 
or max of $60/family 

 
RSVP to yadshalom@yadshalom.com. 

Payment due to: Congregation Yad Shalom 
P. O. Box 1557 

Centreville, VA 20122 
By April 13, 2008 

 
Let’s join our families together 

to celebrate Passover 
with friends, traditional  foods, prayers, and songs 

in a warm and friendly environment. 
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Looking for 
Talented Teens  

Fairfax, VA 
July 27-August 1 

www.artsfestfairfax.com  
So, you think you’ve got talent? Join Jewish teens from all over the U.S., Israel and Moscow at 

JCC Maccabi ArtsFest
® 

2008! This weeklong arts-immersion program, held in first-class 
facilities at George Mason University, is a combination of master classes, performances, 
exhibitions and FUN!  
Art Specialties Include:  
ACTING/IMPROVE • Geoffrey Cantor 
COMPUTER ANIMATION • Kay Christy 
CREATIVE WRITING • Nadine Epstein 
DANCE • Elizabeth Johnson with Ben Wegman & Shula Strassfeld 
JAZZ/WORLD MUSIC ENSEMBLE • Mattan Klein 
MUSICAL THEATER • Barbara Brandt & Fred Tessler with Geoffrey Cantor 
PHOTOJOURNALISM • Lloyd Wolf 
ROCK/POP BANDS • Josh Nelson with Rob Mitzner & Josh Oliver 
VISUAL ART • Phillip Ratner with Fran & Eddie Garfinkle 
VOCAL MUSIC • Beth Schafer  
Teens must be entering 8th through 12th grades  
For details about being a participant, contact the Delegation Heads:  
Amanda Swartz • AmandaS@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3087 
Sarah Berry • SarahB@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3040 
To volunteer, contact: Carla Rosenfeld • CarlaR@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3060 
To be a host family, contact:  
Karen Stern • KarenS@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3029 
For all other inquiries including being a sponsor, contact: Aliza Bear, ArtsFest Director • 
AlizaB@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3033 

 
Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia  
8900 Little River Turnpike, Fairfax, VA 22031  

www.jccnv.org • (703) 323-0880 
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Community Volunteers 
Needed!  

 
This summer, more than 250 Jewish teens from all over the country, Israel and Moscow will 
descend on Fairfax to experience JCC Maccabi ArtsFest®, a week-long arts-immersion program to 
be held in first-class facilities at George Mason University. The program is a combination of master 
classes, performances, exhibitions and FUN!  
VOLUNTEERS ARE NEEDED NOW 
The success of the program depends on hundreds of volunteers working together on this 
community-building event. We need YOU and your friends to commit your time and expertise to 
making the program a success! 
Committees  
• Volunteers  
• Opening Event 
• Food & Snacks  
• Closing Event 
• Hospitality  
• Host Family Reception 
• Housing  
• VIP Reception 
• Registration 
• Closing Party 
• Arrivals & Departures  

Fairfax JCC Maccabi Artsfest
® 

Contacts  
For volunteer opportunities, contact: Carla Rosenfeld CarlaR@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3060 
For being a host family, contact: Karen Stern • KarenS@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3029 
For being an artist participant, contact: Amanda Swartz • AmandaS@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3087or 
Sarah Berry • SarahB@jccnv.org • (703) 537-3040 
General inquiries, contact: Aliza Bear, ArtsFest Director AlizaB@jccnv.org 
|(703) 537-3033  
To view highlights of Summer 2007 JCC Maccabi ArtsFest®, visit www.JCCMaccabiArtsFest.org. 

 
July 27-August 1 

www.artsfestfairfax.com  
 

Jewish Community Center of Northern Virginia 
8900 Little River Turnpike 

Fairfax, VA 22031 
www.jccnv.org  
(703) 323-0880  
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  SHALOM JEWISH CHILDREN 
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PURIM SERVICE 
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We love having visitors and love talking to new members so please feel free to spend some time 
with us in our religious services and/or social events.  If you have any questions, please call our 
President, Lee Oppenheim, at 703-579-6079.  And if you would like to join us, GREAT! 

 
Please fill out the following application and submit to:  Congregation Yad Shalom,   
PO Box 1557, Centreville, VA 20122 

 
Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Adult _____________________________________Birthdate (mo/yr)  __________ 

Work Phone ________________ 

Anniversary _________________________ 

Children and Birth Date (s) 

________________________________________________________________________ 

Address _________________________________________  City/State/Zip 

__________________________________ 

Home Phone ______________________  Email _________________________ 

Please select one of the following: 

_________ Family Membership:  $700 (Married Jewish couple with children under 18 years of age) 

 

_________ Married Couple Membership:  $600 (Married Jewish couple without children under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Family Individual Membership: $500 (Jewish man or woman with child(ren) under 18 

years of age) 

 

_________ Associate Membership: $180 (You belong to another synagogue but want to join Yad 

Shalom as well) 

 

_________ Individual Membership: $400 (Single Jewish man or woman or one married to non-

Jewish partner) 

 

_________ I am interested but need more information.  Please contact me. 
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 Donations are gratefully appreciated because  

they help us serve the community and grow 
 

FROM:   ________________________________________          AMOUNT ENCLOSED:  ___________ 

ADDRESS:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

MESSAGE:  __________________________________________________________________________ 

_____________________________________________________________________________________   

Would you like an acknowledgment in the newsletter?   __________ 

Send acknowledgment to:   Name    ________________________________________________________ 

                                            Address  _______________________________________________________ 

                                                           _______________________________________________________ 

"I/We wish our donation to go to the _____General Fund; ______ Torah Fund; _______Building Fund;  
______ Prayer Book Fund." 

THANK YOU! 
Send to:   Congregation Yad Shalom                                        
        P.O. Box 1557 
     Centreville, Virginia 20122    
                              
 

Board of Directors 

 YOUR 2007-08 YAD SHALOM BOARD OF DIRECTORS 
Front row (L-R):   Fran Lasken, Vice President for Education 
                              Gloria Pioso, Executive Vice President 
Back row: (L-R):  Jon Sunray, Immediate Past President 
        Robert Lasken, Treasurer  

      Lee Oppenheim, President  


